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The 2001 AP English Literature and Composition Exam represents a pivotal moment in the history of the College 

Board’s assessment strategies, serving as a benchmark for rigorous literary analysis and high-level critical thinking. 

As a foundational piece of academic evaluation, the 2001 iteration provides a comprehensive lens through which 

we can examine the intersection of 18th-century prose, complex rhetorical devices, and the taxonomy of student 

response evaluation. This technical analysis explores the structural components of the 2001 exam, ranging from 

the intricate multiple-choice logic involving Thomas De Quincey’s theories to the character dynamics in Henry 

Fielding’s Tom Jones.

The Theoretical Framework: Literature of Knowledge vs. Literature of Power

A central pillar of the 2001 exam’s multiple-choice section is the inclusion of Thomas De Quincey’s essay, which 

introduces the distinction between the "literature of knowledge" and the "literature of power."Understanding

this theoretical framework is essential for any advanced literary scholar. According to De Quincey, the literature of

knowledge aims to teach, while the literature of power aims to move. The former is discursive and subject to

obsolescence as new discoveries are made; the latter is intuitive and eternal.

In the context of the 2001 exam, students were required to parse the speaker's primary purpose. Technical analysis 

of the distracters reveals a sophisticated level of linguistic nuance. For instance, while a student might be tempted 

to identify the speaker's purpose as a simple praise of Milton’s Paradise Lost, the assessment actually demands 

an identification of the broader philosophical categories. This distinction requires a high degree of metacognitive 

awareness, where the test-taker must look beyond the subject matter (Milton) to the functional utility of the text's

categorization.

Anatomy of the 2001 Multiple-Choice Section

The 2001 Multiple-Choice (MCQ) section was designed to test a student's ability to navigate dense, non-linear 

syntax and archaic vocabulary. The performance metrics of this section often hinge on the ability to differentiate 

between the best answer and a strong distracter. In technical assessment terms, a distracter is an option that is

plausible but lacks the specific evidence found in the text.

Mathematical Probability and Distracter Logic

In the 2001 MCQ analysis, specific questions functioned as statistical filters. Consider Question 13 and 14 from the 

released materials. The correct answer (C) for Question 13 requires the reader to synthesize De Quincey’s idea of 

literature of power. The best distracter, often Option (E), fails because it focuses on a specific example (Milton) 

rather than the speaker's overarching purpose. This reflects a hierarchical cognitive demand: the student must

move from the concrete to the abstract.



Cognitive Level Description Exam Application (2001)

Level 1: Literal Identification of basic facts and 
character names.

Identifying Mr. Allworthy in the 
Fielding passage.

Level 2: Inferential Reading between the lines; 
understanding tone.

Interpreting Mrs. Deborah Wilkins’ 
motives.

Level 3: Evaluative Judging the effectiveness of rhetorical 
strategies.

Analyzing the 'Literature of Power' 
paradigm.

Level 4: Synthesis Connecting text to broader historical 
or literary movements.

Relating 18th-century social mores to 
character behavior.

Technical Breakdown of FRQ 1: Poetry Analysis

The 2001 Free-Response Question 1 (FRQ 1) focused on the analysis of poetry, specifically looking at how authors 

use literary elements to convey complex themes such as leadership and societal change. The 2001 prompt 

challenged students to examine the technical craft—meter, rhyme scheme, imagery, and figurative language—

and how these elements converge to form a cohesive thematic argument.

Students who achieved a score of 8 or 9 on the 2001 FRQ 1 demonstrated a mastery of syntactical analysis. 

They did not merely list devices; they explained the mechanism of the device. For example, instead of stating "the

author uses a metaphor," a top-tier response would explain how the metaphorical vehicle (a storm) functions as a

tenor for political instability, thereby establishing a direct causal link between the poet’s technical choices and the

reader’s emotional response.

The Fielding Nexus: Analyzing FRQ 2 (Prose)

Question 2 of the 2001 exam featured a passage from Henry Fielding’s 1749 novel, Tom Jones. This passage is a 

masterclass in 18th-century characterization and social satire. The technical requirement for this prompt was an 

analysis of how Fielding uses narrative perspective to contrast the characters of Mr. Allworthy and Mrs. Deborah 

Wilkins.

Character Contrast and Narrative Irony

Mr. Allworthy is presented as a paragon of benevolence, while Mrs. Wilkins represents the pragmatic, often 

hypocritical, societal constraints of the era. The 2001 prompt asked students to analyze the narrative techniques

used to characterize these figures. Key technical elements included:

•  Epithets: The use of descriptive titles that signal moral standing.

•  Dialogue Attribution: How the narrator’s interjections frame the characters' speech.

•  Irony: The gap between Mrs. Wilkins' professed morality and her underlying self-interest.

In the technical workflow of literary analysis, students were expected to identify the shift in tone when the narrator 

describes Mrs. Wilkins’ reaction to the infant. The prompt specifically highlights the moment Allworthy commands 

her to "take care of the child," an action that triggers a cascade of revealing character traits. Successful analysis 

required a mapping of the power dynamics between the master of the house and the housekeeper.

Comparative Matrix: AP English Literature vs. AP English Language



A common point of confusion for educators and students alike is the distinction between AP English Literature

(tested in 2001) and AP English Language. The following table provides a technical comparison of the two

disciplines based on the standards set during the 2001-2002 academic cycle.



Feature AP English Literature (e.g., 2001 
Exam)

AP English Language and 
Composition

Primary Focus Analysis of imaginative literature 
(poetry, drama, fiction).

Analysis of rhetorical strategy in non-
fiction and prose.

Textual Scope Pre-16th century to contemporary 
literary works.

Primarily contemporary and historical 
essays/speeches.

MCQ Objective Interpreting figurative meaning and 
literary devices.

Identifying rhetorical appeals (ethos, 
pathos, logos).

Writing Style Analytical, interpretive, and 
argumentative.

Persuasive, rhetorical analysis, and 
synthesis.

Core Logic How does the form contribute to the 
meaning?

How does the author persuade the 
audience?

Scoring Mechanics and the Holistic Rubric

The 2001 exam utilized a 9-point holistic rubricfor the Free-Response section. Unlike a checklist-based grading

system, a holistic rubric evaluates the overall effectiveness of the argument, the sophistication of the prose, and the

depth of the analysis.

Technical Criteria for Scoring

1.  Scores 8-9 (Exceptional): These papers offer a persuasive and technically sound analysis of the passage. 

They demonstrate a consistent ability to relate literary devices to the author’s purpose with sophisticated 

vocabulary.

2.  Scores 6-7 (Competent): These responses offer a reasonable analysis but may lack the depth or stylistic flair 

of the top-tier essays. The link between device and meaning is present but perhaps less nuanced.

3.  Scores 5 (Adequate): Often referred to as the "safe" score, these essays provide a superficial analysis that 

correctly identifies elements but fails to provide a compelling argument for why they matter.

4.  Scores 1-4 (Inadequate): These papers suffer from misinterpretation of the text, lack of technical evidence, 

or significant grammatical issues that impede communication.

Case Study: Student Samples and Performance Trends

Analyzing the 2001 Sample Student Responses reveals common pitfalls and success patterns. One notable 

sample from the Tom Jones prompt (FRQ 2) showed that students often struggled with the historical context of 

the 18th-century setting. However, the most successful students utilized a technique known as embedded 

quotation analysis.

The Mechanism of Embedding

Rather than quoting long blocks of text, high-scoring students integrated short, specific phrases directly into their 

own sentences. For example: Fielding portrays Allworthy’s "benevolence of heart" as a direct foil to Wilkins' 

"prudent" but cold calculation. This technical integration allows for a higher density of analysisper paragraph, a

key metric for AP Readers during the scoring process.

Practical Implementation: A Field Guide for Literary Analysis



To replicate the success seen in the 2001 high-scoring samples, a systematic approach to text analysis must be 

employed. This procedural guide outlines the S.I.F.T. Method, which is highly effective for the types of passages

found on the 2001 exam.

The S.I.F.T. Procedure

•  S - Symbols: Identify objects or characters that represent abstract ideas (e.g., the child in the Fielding 

passage as a symbol of innocence/social disruption).

•  I - Imagery: Note sensory details that create a specific mood or reinforce a theme.

•  F - Figurative Language: Catalog metaphors, similes, and personifications that deepen the text's meaning.

•  T - Tone and Theme: Synthesize the above elements to determine the author’s attitude and the underlying 

message.

Troubleshooting Common Analytical Errors

In technical literary analysis, certain errors recur with high frequency. These "failure modes" can significantly

depress a student's score. Below is a diagnostic table for correcting these errors.



Common Error Description Technical Solution

Summary vs. Analysis Retelling the plot instead of explaining 
the author's craft.

Use the "How/Why" formula: Explain 
how a device works and why the 
author used it.

Device Labeling Identifying a metaphor without 
explaining its function.

Connect every identified device to a 
specific thematic outcome.

Vague Assertions Using words like "good," "interesting," 
or "meaningful."

Replace with precise technical terms 
like "poignant," "didactic," or "satirical."

Lack of Evidence Making claims without referencing the 
text.

Ensure every paragraph contains at 
least two specific textual citations.

Advanced Quantitative Insights: The AP Calculator Model

The final score on the AP English Literature exam is a composite of the MCQ and FRQ sections. While the exact

weighting can vary, the 2001 model followed a standard distribution. The MCQ section typically accounted for 45%

of the total score, while the three FRQ essays accounted for the remaining 55%.

To achieve a Score of 5 (the highest possible), a student generally needed a high MCQ accuracy (approx. 75% or 

higher) combined with average FRQ scores of 7 or 8. Mathematically, this creates a safety margin: a student who

excels at multiple-choice questions can afford a slightly lower performance on one of the essays, provided their

overall analytical coherence remains intact.

Broader Implications of the 2001 Exam Data

The 2001 AP English Literature and Composition Exam serves as more than just a historical artifact; it is a 

blueprint for the evolution of high-stakes testing in the humanities. The focus on pre-20th-century texts, like those 

of Fielding and Milton, emphasizes the importance of diachronic reading skills—the ability to understand and

interpret texts across different historical periods.

Furthermore, the technical analysis of student responses from this year highlights the enduring value of rhetorical 

precision. As digital consumption shifts reading habits toward shorter, more fragmented content, the 2001 exam 

stands as a testament to the necessity of sustained, deep engagement with complex prose. For the educator, the 

2001 data provides a roadmap for teaching the Literature of Power, ensuring that students are not merely

recipients of knowledge but active participants in the construction of meaning. The rigorous standards set in 2001

continue to influence modern curriculum design, proving that the technical mechanics of literary analysis are as

relevant today as they were over two decades ago.
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