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The landscape of enterprise resource planning (ERP) has undergone a seismic shift over the last decade. At the 

heart of this transformation is SAP and its proprietary programming language, ABAP (Advanced Business 

Application Programming). Long gone are the days when ABAP was confined to simple procedural reports and 

basic dialog programming within the SAP GUI. Today, the language has evolved into a powerhouse for cloud-native 

development, integrated deeply with the SAP Business Technology Platform (BTP)  and the RESTful ABAP 

Programming Model (RAP).

Understanding the trajectory of ABAP is essential for any technical architect or developer working within the SAP 

ecosystem. Drawing insights from industry benchmarks and seminal works like Paul Hardy's ABAP to the Future,

this article provides a high-level technical analysis of where ABAP stands today, how it has adapted to the cloud,

and why it remains a cornerstone of modern enterprise architecture.

The Evolution of ABAP: From Classic to Modern Paradigm

To appreciate the current state of ABAP, one must understand the shift from Classic ABAP to Modern ABAP. 

Classic ABAP relied heavily on procedural logic, WRITE statements, and the SAP GUI. While robust, it struggled 

with the demands of modern web-based user interfaces and scalable cloud infrastructures. The modern era began 

with the introduction of ABAP Objects (OO ABAP), but the true revolution occurred with the release of SAP HANA

and the subsequent 7.40+ syntax updates.

Key Milestones in ABAP Evolution

•  ABAP 7.40/7.50: Introduced inline declarations, constructor expressions, and significant enhancements to 

Open SQL (now known as ABAP SQL).

•  SAP S/4HANA: Mandated a move toward "Push-down" logic, where data-intensive operations are performed 

at the database level using Core Data Services (CDS).

•  SAP BTP, ABAP Environment (Steampunk): This marked the birth of ABAP in the cloud, utilizing a restricted 

but modernized version of the language designed specifically for microservices and side-by-side extensibility.

•  The RESTful ABAP Programming Model (RAP): The current gold standard for building Fiori-based 

applications and web services.

Technical Core: The RESTful ABAP Programming Model (RAP)

The RESTful ABAP Programming Model (RAP) is the successor to the ABAP Programming Model for SAP 

Fiori. It is designed to offer an efficient way to build enterprise-grade OData services and Fiori applications. RAP is 

built upon three main pillars: Data Modeling &amp; Behavior, Business Services, and Service Consumption.

The RAP Architecture Layers

RAP organizes development into a structured stack that ensures separation of concerns and scalability:

1.  Data Modeling and Behavior: Developers define the data structure using CDS Entities. The business logic is 

then defined in a Behavior Definition (BDEF) and implemented in Behavior Pools (CCIMP). This allows for clear 

distinctions between "Read" operations and "Transactional" operations (Create, Update, Delete).



2.  Business Service Provisioning: This layer involves creating a Service Definition to expose specific entities 

and a Service Binding to define the protocol (e.g., OData V2 or OData V4).

3.  User Interface: The final layer is typically an SAP Fiori Elements application that consumes the OData 

service, providing a consistent and responsive user experience.

Mathematical and Logical Constraints in RAP

When designing RAP-based systems, developers must consider the Concurrency Model. Unlike classic

ENQUEUE and DEQUEUE function modules, RAP utilizes a stateful or stateless lock mechanism depending on

the service binding. The formula for determining system throughput in a RAP environment often involves

calculating the latency ($L$) of the OData call vs. the processing time ($P$) of the behavior implementation:

$$T_{total} = L_{network} + P_{behavior} + D_{database}$$

Optimizing $D_{database}$ via CDS view folding and SQL push-downis critical for high-performance enterprise

applications.

Comparison: Classic ABAP vs. Modern ABAP (7.5x+)

The following table illustrates the technical differences between legacy approaches and the modern methodologies

advocated in current SAP technical standards.



Feature Classic ABAP Approach Modern ABAP (RAP/BTP)

Database Access Native SQL / Standard Open SQL Advanced ABAP SQL / Core Data 
Services (CDS)

UI Technology SAP GUI (Dynpro) SAP Fiori / SAPUI5

Extensibility Modifications / User Exits Key User Extensibility / Side-by-Side 
(BTP)

Code Repository CTS (Transport Organizer) abapGit / Git-based lifecycle 
management

Logic Placement Application Server (ABAP Layer) Database Level (HANA Push-down)

Development Environment SE80 (Object Navigator) Eclipse (ADT - ABAP Development 
Tools)

The Role of abapGit and Modern DevOps

One of the most significant changes mentioned in the 3rd and 4th editions of ABAP to the Future is the adoption of 

abapGit. Historically, ABAP code was trapped within the SAP Transport System (CTS), making version control and

collaboration difficult compared to standard languages like Java or Python.

Implementing abapGit in the Workflow

abapGit is an open-source Git client for the ABAP server. It allows developers to:

•  Export ABAP objects: Convert classes, tables, and programs into XML/text files stored in a Git repository 

(GitHub/GitLab).

•  Enable CI/CD: Integrate ABAP development into automated pipelines using tools like Jenkins or Azure 

DevOps.

•  Facilitate Open Source: Allow the SAP community to share libraries (e.g., the ABAP2XLSX project).

The implementation follows a specific technical workflow: Object Creation &gt; Serializing via abapGit &gt; Pushing

to Remote Repo &gt; Pulling to Target System. This bypasses traditional transport constraints for non-productive

environments and speeds up innovation cycles.

Deep Dive: Core Data Services (CDS) Engineering

Core Data Services (CDS) is the bedrock of S/4HANA development. It is not just a data modeling language; it is a 

Data Definition Language (DDL), a Data Control Language (DCL), and a Data Manipulation Language (DML)

all in one. 

Technical Mechanism of CDS

When a developer defines a CDS view, the system creates two objects: a HANA Database View and a CDS Entity

. The CDS Entity is "richer" because it supports Annotations (e.g., @EndUserText.label, @OData.publish: true). 

Example: Hierarchical Data Processing

Modern ABAP allows for native handling of hierarchies, which was computationally expensive in classic versions.

Using the HIERARCHY keyword in ABAP SQL, developers can process parent-child relationships directly in the



database, reducing application server memory consumption by up to 70% for large datasets.

Cloud Extensibility Models: On-Stack vs. Side-by-Side

With the rise of SAP S/4HANA Cloud, the approach to customizing SAP has changed. SAP now promotes the

"Clean Core" strategy. This is achieved through two primary models:

1. On-Stack Extensibility (Developer Extensibility)

This occurs directly on the S/4HANA system using the SAP_BC_ABA(ABAP Cloud) restricted language scope. It

prevents developers from using obsolete statements like CALL TRANSACTION or accessing tables directly without

a released API. This ensures that the core system remains upgrade-stable.

2. Side-by-Side Extensibility (SAP BTP)

For complex logic or applications that need to serve multiple systems, SAP BTP is used. Here, the ABAP 

Environment (Steampunk)allows developers to build entirely separate applications that communicate with the

S/4HANA core via OData or REST APIs. This decouples the custom code from the ERP, allowing for independent

scaling and maintenance.

Is ABAP a Viable Career Choice in 2024 and Beyond?

A common question in the industry is whether ABAP is becoming obsolete due to the rise of low-code platforms 

and other languages like JavaScript. However, the data suggests the opposite. The demand for Modern ABAPers—

those who understand RAP, CDS, and BTP—is at an all-time high.

Market Analysis &amp; Skill Demand

•  High Demand for Migration: Thousands of enterprises are currently transitioning from SAP ECC to S/4HANA, 

requiring massive code remediation and modernization.

•  Niche Expertise: The complexity of enterprise business logic (Tax, Finance, Supply Chain) is best handled by 

a language integrated into the application stack, which ABAP provides.

•  Salary Trends: Developers proficient in RAP and Cloud extensibility command 25-40% higher salaries than 

those only familiar with legacy Procedural ABAP.

Field Guide: Step-by-Step Transition to Modern ABAP

For teams looking to modernize their technical debt, the following procedural guide is recommended:

Phase 1: Tooling Alignment

1.  Decommission the use of SE80 for new developments.

2.  Mandate ABAP Development Tools (ADT) in Eclipse for all developers.

3.  Install abapGit for local version control and library sharing.

Phase 2: Code Cleansing

1.  Run the ABAP Test Cockpit (ATC) with the "S4HANA_READINESS" check-set.

2.  Refactor legacy SELECT * statements into targeted field lists.

3.  Replace MOVE and APPEND logic with modern inline expressions (e.g., VALUE #(...)).

Phase 3: Architecture Modernization

1.  Identify key business entities and create CDS Views for them.

2.  Expose these views via the RAP Framework instead of traditional OData Gateway (SEGW) projects.



3.  Implement UI using Fiori Elements to ensure design consistency.

Case Study: Troubleshooting Performance in RAP Applications

Consider a real-world scenario where a RAP-based Sales Order application is experiencing slow response times. A

technical audit reveals the following failure modes:

•  Failure Mode A: N+1 Query Problem in the Behavior Implementation. This happens when a developer 

executes a SELECT inside a loop in the READ method. Solution: Use the FOR ALL ENTRIES equivalent or bulk 

data retrieval in the READ_ENTITIES method.

•  Failure Mode B: Unoptimized CDS Joins. Large-scale joins on non-indexed fields in HANA. Solution: Analyze 

the Explain Plan in HANA Studio and implement Database Hints or adjust the CDS Join cardinality.

•  Failure Mode C: Excessive Frontend Metadata Calls. Solution: Implement OData Metadata Caching and 

ensure the Fiori app is using the $batch processing mode correctly.

Strategic Implications for Technical Leadership

The transition to Modern ABAP is not merely a syntax update; it is a shift in architectural philosophy. By adopting 

the principles laid out in the ABAP to the Future series, organizations move from a monolithic, rigid ERP structure 

to a flexible, service-oriented ecosystem. The use of Clean ABAPprinciples ensures that code is readable,

testable, and maintainable. 

The integration of Unit Testing (ABAP Unit)  and Test-Driven Development (TDD) into the ABAP lifecycle 

represents a significant maturation of the platform. Technical leaders must prioritize upskilling their workforce in 

these areas to mitigate the risks of legacy system rot. As SAP continues to push the boundaries with Generative 

AI (Joule) and AI-assisted coding, the foundation of well-structured, modern ABAP code will be the primary

differentiator for successful enterprise digital transformation.

Ultimately, the future of ABAP is inextricably linked to the cloud. Whether through Steampunk on BTP or Developer

Extensibility on S/4HANA Cloud, the language has proven its resilience. For the technical practitioner, the message

is clear: master the new models, embrace the cloud, and look toward the future of SAP programming with

confidence.
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