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The study of Jainism, one of the world's oldest continuously practiced religious and philosophical traditions, 

requires a multidimensional approach that encompasses philology, history, ethics, and metaphysics. Central to the 

modern preservation and academic dissemination of these concepts is the scholarly work encapsulated in 

commemorative volumes. One such seminal text is "A Stroll in Jainism: Upadhyaya Amar Muni 

Commemoration Volume," edited by Ram Mohan Das and Neeraj Kumar. This volume serves not merely as a

tribute to a distinguished ascetic and scholar but as a rigorous academic venture that compiles research papers

from eminent scholars across various disciplines.

The Significance of Upadhyaya Amar Muni in Modern Jainism

Upadhyaya Amar Muni was a towering figure in the 20th-century Jain intellectual landscape. Known for his 

profound erudition and reformist zeal, he was instrumental in bridging the gap between traditional Jain asceticism 

and modern scholarly inquiry. As an Upadhyaya (a preceptor or teacher), his role was both spiritual and 

pedagogical, focusing on the interpretation of the Agamas(Jain scriptures) and making their complex ethical

frameworks accessible to a global audience.

The commemoration volume, published by Kaveri Books in 2002, acts as a synthesis of his life's work and the 

broader academic interest in Jainism. It addresses the structure and functions of the soul, the development of 

Jain literature, and the intricate world of Jain iconography. For researchers and practitioners, this volume is an

essential reference point for understanding the evolution of Jaina thought in the contemporary era.

Core Philosophical Concepts and Theoretical Framework

To appreciate the depth of the research papers contained within "A Stroll in Jainism," one must first understand the

fundamental theoretical pillars of Jain philosophy. These concepts form the bedrock of the technical analyses

presented by the volume's contributors.

1. Anekantavada: The Doctrine of Non-Absolutism

Anekantavada is perhaps the most significant Jain contribution to world philosophy. It posits that reality is complex 

and multi-faceted, and no single viewpoint can capture the absolute truth. This leads to the logical framework of 

Syadvada (the doctrine of 'maybe' or 'conditioned predication') and Nayavada(the theory of partial viewpoints).

The research papers in the commemorative volume often apply this framework to inter-religious dialogue and

ethical problem-solving.

2. Ahimsa: The Technical Application of Non-Violence

In Jainism, Ahimsa is not merely a passive avoidance of harm but a rigorous technical discipline. It is categorized 

into levels of intensity, from the Anuvratas (lesser vows) for householders to the Mahavratas (great vows) for 

monks like Upadhyaya Amar Muni. The commemorative volume explores the global message of Lord Mahaveer

regarding Ahimsa as a solution to environmental degradation and social conflict.

3. Jiva and Ajiva: The Ontology of Existence



The distinction between the Jiva (sentient soul) and Ajiva (non-sentient matter) is critical. Jainism provides a highly 

technical classification of souls based on the number of senses and their capacity for movement (Tras and 

Sthavar). Understanding the "structure and functions of the soul"—a key topic in the volume—requires an analysis 

of how Karma(which is considered a physical substance in Jainism) adheres to the soul and obscures its inherent

qualities.

Technical Breakdown: Research Categories within the Volume

The "A Stroll in Jainism" volume is structured as a cooperative academic venture. Below is a breakdown of the

primary technical domains covered by the eminent scholars featured in the collection.



Research Category Key Technical Focus Academic Objective

Ontology &amp; Metaphysics Structure of the Soul (Jiva), Karma 
mechanics, and Dravya (Substances).

To define the physical and spiritual 
mechanics of liberation (Moksha).

Indology &amp; Literature Analysis of Prakrit and Sanskrit texts, 
Agamic commentaries.

Philological preservation and linguistic 
evolution of Jain scriptures.

Iconography &amp; Art Tirthankara representations, Mudras, 
and Temple architecture.

To document the visual and symbolic 
language of Jain devotion.

Ethics &amp; Sociology The application of Ahimsa and 
Aparigraha (Non-possessiveness) in 
modern society.

Developing a practical framework for 
global ethics and sustainability.

Mathematical Models of Karma in Jainism

While the book is a series of research papers, it touches upon the mathematical precision of Jain Karma theory. 

The interaction between soul and matter is often described using terms like Pudgala (matter particles). The 

process of Bandha (bondage) and Nirjara(shedding of karma) follows a systematic logic that can be compared to

modern thermodynamic systems where entropy (karma) must be reduced to reach a state of equilibrium (Moksha).

Step-by-Step Research Methodology in Jain Studies

For scholars looking to utilize "A Stroll in Jainism" as a foundational text for their own research, the following

procedural framework is recommended to maximize the utility of the commemorative volume.

1.  Primary Source Identification: Locate the specific Agamic references cited in the research papers. 

Upadhyaya Amar Muni was a master of the Sthanakvasi tradition, so cross-referencing with Svetambara canons is 

essential.

2.  Comparative Philology: Analyze the transition from Ardhamagadhi Prakrit to later Sanskrit translations 

mentioned in the "Studies in Jain Literature" section of the bibliography.

3.  Iconographic Audit: Use the descriptions of Jaina art to identify specific Lanchanas (symbols) associated 

with the 24 Tirthankaras. This is vital for dating archaeological finds.

4.  Ethical Mapping: Apply the Anekantavada framework to modern case studies in conflict resolution. This 

involves identifying the Nayas (viewpoints) of all stakeholders involved.

Field Guide: Analyzing the Commemoration Volume Metadata

When assessing the technical value of this publication, researchers should note the bibliographic data which

indicates the scope and physical characteristics of the scholarly work.

•  Title: A Stroll in Jainism: Upadhyaya Amar Muni Commemoration Volume

•  Editors: Ram Mohan Das and Neeraj Kumar

•  Publisher: Kaveri Books (New Delhi)

•  Publication Date: 2002

•  Extent: 210 Pages of peer-reviewed research

•  ISBN-13: 978-8174790484

•  Core Subject: Religion, Philosophy, and Indology

Comparison of Jain Philosophical Schools



The volume often references different sects of Jainism to provide a holistic view. Understanding these differences is

crucial for a technical analysis of the papers.



Feature Svetambara (White-Clad) Digambara (Sky-Clad) Sthanakvasi (Non-
Idolatrous)

Ascetic Dress White robes Nudity (for monks) White robes

Scriptural Authority 45 Agamas accepted Original Agamas lost; rely 
on later texts

Accept subset of Agamas

Iconography Richly decorated idols Plain, unadorned idols Rejection of idol worship

Amar Muni's Context - - Primary affiliation and 
reform area

Practical Implementation: Applying Jain Wisdom to Professional Ethics

The "global message of Lord Mahaveer" mentioned in the book has practical applications in modern corporate and 

environmental governance. Upadhyaya Amar Muni emphasized that Jainism is a living philosophy.

Sustainable Business Practices (Aparigraha)

The concept of Aparigraha(non-attachment/non-possessiveness) provides a technical framework for "Circular

Economy" models. By limiting consumption and focusing on the equitable distribution of resources, organizations

can mitigate the environmental impact of industrial activities.

Conflict Resolution (Syadvada)

In professional negotiation, Syadvadaallows for the recognition of multiple valid perspectives. This reduces binary

thinking and fosters collaborative problem-solving. Implementing a "Syadvadic approach" in HR or legal disputes

involves formalizing the acknowledgment of "partial truths" held by opposing parties.

Case Study: The Structure and Functions of the Soul (Jiva)

One of the most profound research papers cited in Jain bibliographies (often associated with Dr. S.C. Jain and 

included in scholarly discussions like those in the Amar Muni volume) deals with the teleological nature of the 

soul. 

The Challenge:How to reconcile the spiritual concept of an eternal soul with the physical reality of karma and

biological life?

The Technical Solution:  Jain scholars define the soul through its Upayoga (manifestation of consciousness). 

Upayoga is subdivided into Jnana (knowledge) and Darsana (perception). The "structure" of the soul is not spatial 

in a physical sense but pervasive (Pradesha). The "function" is the realization of its pure state by purging Ghatiya 

Karmas (obscuring karmas) and Aghatiya Karmas (status-determining karmas).

Operational Troubleshooting in Research:When studying soul theory, researchers often face the "Category

Mistake" error—treating the soul as a biological organ. The commemorative volume corrects this by providing a

metaphysical framework that distinguishes between the Bhavendriya (psychic sense) and Dravyendriya (physical

sense organ).

Historical Context: Jainism's Academic Preservation



The publication of "A Stroll in Jainism" in 2002 came at a time when Indology was transitioning towards more 

critical, cross-disciplinary studies. The editors, Ram Mohan Das and Neeraj Kumar, sought to create a 

commemoration volumethat was not merely hagiographic but critically engaged with the texts. This period saw a

rise in "Jain Studies" departments globally, particularly in North America and Europe, moving the discourse beyond

the borders of India.

The Role of Kaveri Books

The technical quality of academic publishing is paramount. Kaveri Bookshas been a niche publisher for

Indological research, focusing on high-quality hardcover editions that withstand the rigors of library use. With a

weight of 1.1 pounds and standard dimensions (7.87 x 5.51 inches), this volume was designed as a durable

reference work for serious scholars.

Synthesis of Jain Literature and Art

The volume's focus on Jaina Art and Iconography highlights the transition from abstract philosophy to tangible 

cultural expression. For instance, the research into Studies in Jaina Art provides a technical breakdown of the 

Samosarana(the celestial preaching hall of a Tirthankara). Architecturally, the Samosarana represents a perfect

circle or square, symbolizing the universal reach of the Tirthankara's message—a concept that Upadhyaya Amar

Muni worked tirelessly to promote globally.

Furthermore, the literary analysis within the book explores the Sutrakrtangaand other ancient texts, examining

how the prose and verse structures were designed to aid the memorization of complex ethical codes. This

mnemonic technicality was essential for the oral tradition of Jainism before the scriptures were committed to writing

at the Valabhi councils.

The Broader Implications of the Commemoration Volume

The enduring contribution of "A Stroll in Jainism" lies in its ability to present Jainism as a rationalist and scientific 

religion. By focusing on the "outstanding research papers of eminent scholars," the volume elevates the discourse

from faith-based adherence to academic scrutiny. It reinforces the idea that the ideas and philosophy of Jainism,

specifically those championed by Upadhyaya Amar Muni, are not relics of the past but are highly relevant to the

challenges of the 21st century.

Whether it is through the technical examination of the soul's functions, the philological study of ancient Prakrit, or

the application of non-violence to modern ecology, the volume serves as a comprehensive guide. It encapsulates

the essence of a "stroll"—a methodical, observant, and reflective journey through the vast landscape of Jaina

wisdom. As a cooperative academic venture, it remains an abiding contribution to the spread of Lord Mahaveer’s

message, ensuring that the intellectual legacy of Upadhyaya Amar Muni continues to inspire scholars, practitioners,

and seekers of truth worldwide.

The meticulous curation by Das and Kumar ensures that each chapter provides a building block for a deeper 

understanding of the Jaina Dharmicsystem. For anyone engaged in the study of religion, philosophy, or South

Asian history, this volume is not just a book but a technical roadmap to one of the most sophisticated philosophical

systems ever devised by the human mind.
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