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In the high-stakes environment of commercial aviation, the accuracy of maintenance documentation is not merely a 

matter of operational efficiency but a fundamental pillar of airworthiness and flight safety. Among the suite of 

technical manuals required to maintain the Airbus A320 family—including the A318, A319, A320, and A321—the 

Illustrated Parts Catalog (IPC)stands as a critical pillar. The IPC serves as the definitive reference for identifying,

locating, and sourcing every replaceable component of the aircraft. This article provides an in-depth exploration of

the A320 IPC, its structural architecture, its integration with the Aircraft Maintenance Manual (AMM), and the

technical nuances of aircraft configuration management.

The Strategic Role of the Illustrated Parts Catalog in Aviation Maintenance

The Illustrated Parts Catalog is more than a simple inventory list; it is a complex technical database organized to 

facilitate the rapid and precise identification of aircraft parts. For the Airbus A320, a narrow-body aircraft known for 

its advanced fly-by-wire systems and diverse engine options (CFM56, IAE V2500, and the newer LEAP-1A or 

PW1100G-JM), the IPC must account for thousands of variables and configurations. The primary purpose of the 

IPC is to provide maintenance personnel, engineers, and procurement specialists with the Part Number (P/N),

nomenclature, and visual representation of all assemblies and sub-assemblies.

Without a rigorous IPC framework, the risk of installing an incorrect part—a condition known as a Non-

Conforming Part—increases exponentially. Such errors can lead to catastrophic mechanical failures, regulatory

non-compliance, and the grounding of an entire fleet. The IPC acts as a companion document to the AMM,

providing the "what" (parts) to the AMM’s "how" (procedures).

Core Concepts and Structural Framework of the A320 IPC

To navigate the A320 IPC effectively, one must understand its adherence to international documentation standards, 

primarily the ATA iSpec 2200(Information Standards for Aviation Maintenance). This standard ensures that all

technical manuals are organized by specific system chapters, known as ATA Chapters.

The ATA Chapter System

The IPC is segmented into chapters that correspond to specific aircraft systems. For instance, as noted in the 

source data, Chapter 11focuses on Placards and Markings, which are essential for both safety and regulatory

compliance. Other critical chapters include:

•  ATA 27: Flight Controls (covering rudder pedals, actuators, and surfaces).

•  ATA 32: Landing Gear (detailing wheels, brakes, and shock struts).

•  ATA 52: Doors (including passenger, cargo, and emergency exits).

•  ATA 70-80: Powerplant (engine-specific components).

Breakdown of IPC Components

A standard IPC entry consists of three primary elements that work in tandem to provide a complete picture of a



component's lifecycle and applicability:

1.  The Illustration (Figure): An exploded-view diagram that shows the relationship between individual parts and 

their parent assembly. These diagrams use callouts (item numbers) to link the visual image to the textual data.

2.  The Parts List: A table containing the Item Number, Part Number, Nomenclature, and Quantity per Assembly 

(QPA).

3.  The Effectivity Code: This is perhaps the most critical technical field. It identifies which specific aircraft within 

a fleet (based on Manufacturing Serial Number or MSN) a part is applicable to. Since the A320 family has 

undergone numerous revisions—such as the introduction of Sharklets for aerodynamic efficiency—effectivity 

ensures the right part is used for the right tail number.

Technical Analysis: IPC and the Configuration Management Workflow

One of the most complex aspects of maintaining a modern jet like the A320 is managing the Technical 

Configuration. The aircraft is not a static machine; it evolves through Service Bulletins (SBs), Airworthiness

Directives (ADs), and Major Repairs. The IPC must reflect these changes to ensure the continued integrity of the

aircraft.

Interchangeability (IC) Codes

In the IPC, parts are often listed with Interchangeability Codes. These codes inform the engineer whether a newer

part number can replace an older one. Common codes include:

•  One-Way Interchangeable: Part B can replace Part A, but Part A cannot replace Part B.

•  Two-Way Interchangeable: Part A and Part B can be used interchangeably.

•  Never Interchangeable: Part B is a distinct component and cannot be substituted for Part A under any 

circumstances.

Case Study: Chapter 11 Placards and Markings

Data from the A320 maintenance documentation often highlights revisions to Chapter 11. While placards may 

seem minor, they are critical for Minimum Equipment List (MEL)requirements. If an emergency exit sign or a "No

Smoking" placard is missing or illegible, the aircraft may be restricted from flight. The IPC provides the exact

dimensions, colors, and part numbers for these placards, ensuring that replacements meet the original Type

Certificate (TC) requirements.

Table 1: Comparison of IPC vs. AMM vs. SRM



Feature Illustrated Parts Catalog 
(IPC)

Aircraft Maintenance 
Manual (AMM)

Structural Repair Manual 
(SRM)

Primary Goal Identification and sourcing 
of parts.

Instructions for removal, 
installation, and testing.

Procedures for repairing 
damaged airframe 
structures.

Visuals Exploded-view diagrams 
with item callouts.

Functional diagrams and 
procedural illustrations.

Detailed structural 
blueprints and repair 
schemes.

Key Data Part Numbers, Effectivity, 
and Interchangeability.

Torque values, safety 
precautions, and task steps.

Material specifications, 
fastener types, and skin 
thickness.

Regulatory Role Ensures Part 145 
compliance for material 
control.

Ensures Part M/145 
compliance for 
maintenance execution.

Ensures continued 
structural integrity (Part 
21/145).

The Configuration Checker: Advancing Maintenance Precision

Airbus has developed advanced software tools, such as the Configuration Checker, to assist operators in

harmonizing their physical aircraft state with the digital records in the IPC. This tool is vital for operators managing

large fleets like IndiGo (VT-IPC) or Lufthansa. The tool cross-references the actual parts installed on the aircraft

against the allowed configurations defined in the IPC and the Master Minimum Equipment List (MMEL).

Workflow of the Configuration Checker:

•  Data Ingestion: The tool pulls data from the operator's Maintenance Management System (MMS).

•  Cross-Referencing: It compares the installed Part Numbers (P/N) against the IPC effectivity for that specific 

MSN.

•  Anomaly Detection: It flags any "Out of Configuration" parts that do not belong on that specific aircraft version.

•  Reporting: Engineers receive a report detailing necessary corrective actions to return the aircraft to its 

certified configuration.

Managing Temporary Revisions (TR) and Full Revisions

Documentation in aviation is dynamic. The A320 IPC is updated through two primary methods: Full Revisions and 

Temporary Revisions (TR). As seen in the source data (e.g., Revision dated Nov 01/06), Temporary Revisions are

issued when urgent changes are required between scheduled full updates. 

Best Practices for Revision Management:

1.  Verification: Always check the "List of Effective Pages" (LEP) to ensure the manual is current.

2.  Insertion: Temporary Revisions are typically printed on yellow or colored paper and inserted facing the 

affected page. In digital systems (IETMs), these are integrated automatically but flagged with a TR icon.

3.  Removal: When a Full Revision is issued, all superseded TRs must be removed and discarded to prevent the 

use of obsolete data.

Practical Field Guide: How to Find a Part in the A320 IPC

To identify a component, such as a rudder pedal assembly for an A320-200 (FTD01), follow this technical workflow:



Step 1: Determine Aircraft Effectivity

Identify the MSN or Tail Number. This is essential because the rudder pedals on an older A320 may differ from

those on a newer A320neo (New Engine Option) due to modifications in the cockpit ergonomics or fly-by-wire

sensors.

Step 2: Locate the ATA Chapter

Navigate to ATA Chapter 27 (Flight Controls). Narrow the search to the sub-system: 27-21 (Rudder Control).

Step 3: Consult the Figure

Open the relevant figure showing the Rudder Pedals and Toe Brakes. Identify the specific item (e.g., the brake

master cylinder) and note the item number (e.g., Item 150).

Step 4: Extract Part Number and Metadata

Cross-reference Item 150 in the accompanying parts list. Note the Part Number. Check the Quantity Per 

Assembly (QPA) to ensure you order enough units (e.g., 2 per cockpit).

Step 5: Verify Interchangeability

If the exact P/N is not in stock, check the IPC for alternative P/Ns approved by the manufacturer. This prevents

unnecessary Aircraft on Ground (AOG) situations.

Troubleshooting and Common Errors in IPC Utilization

Even with a robust system, errors can occur. Technical writers and engineers must be vigilant against common

pitfalls that compromise aircraft safety.

1. Ignoring Effectivity Codes

One of the most common errors is assuming a part for one A320 will fit another. For example, an A320 with 

Sharklets has different wing-tip lighting and structural components than one with traditional Wingtip Fences.

Using the wrong IPC page leads to the procurement of incompatible hardware.

2. Confusing Part Numbers with Serial Numbers

The IPC identifies the Part Number (the design specification), not the Serial Number (the unique ID for an

individual physical unit). Maintenance records must track both, but the IPC is the source for the P/N only.

3. Misinterpretation of Next Higher Assembly (NHA)

The IPC is hierarchical. A small screw might be part of a bracket, which is part of a pump, which is part of the 

engine. Understanding the NHA (Next Higher Assembly) and Attaching Partsis vital for correctly reassembling

complex systems after a teardown.

Table 2: Common A320 Components and Their IPC Locations



Component Name ATA Chapter Section Description Technical Consideration

Sharklet Assembly ATA 57 Wings Requires specific MSN 
effectivity check.

Rudder Pedals ATA 27 Flight Controls Connected to toe brake 
transducers.

Horizontal Stabilizer 
Actuator

ATA 27 Flight Controls (THS) Critical for pitch trim 
functionality.

Emergency Exit Placards ATA 11 Placards &amp; Markings Must match the interior 
LOPA (Layout of 
Passenger 
Accommodations).

Engine Cowling ATA 71 Powerplant General Varies between CFM and 
IAE engine variants.

Conclusion: The Future of the A320 IPC

As the aviation industry shifts toward Digital Twins  and Predictive Maintenance, the Illustrated Parts Catalog is 

evolving from a static PDF or paper manual into a dynamic, integrated database. Modern Airbus aircraft use 

S1000Dstandards, allowing the IPC to be linked directly to real-time inventory levels and automated ordering

systems. 

For the technical writer and SEO strategist, understanding the depth of the A320 IPC is crucial for producing

content that meets the needs of a highly specialized audience. The IPC is not just a list of parts; it is the DNA of the

aircraft's physical configuration. Ensuring that technicians have access to the correct revision, understand the

nuances of effectivity, and can navigate the ATA hierarchy is the difference between a seamless maintenance check

and a costly operational delay. As we look toward the future of the A320neo and beyond, the IPC will remain the

authoritative source of truth for the thousands of components that keep the world's most popular narrow-body

aircraft soaring safely.

By strictly adhering to the protocols outlined in the IPC and utilizing modern tools like the Configuration Checker,

operators can ensure that every Airbus A320 in their fleet remains a testament to engineering excellence and

uncompromising safety standards. Whether it is a minor placard in Chapter 11 or a major flight control component

in Chapter 27, the IPC provides the clarity and precision required for the modern aerospace landscape.
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