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The publication of the Manual of Steel Construction, 7th Edition by the American Institute of Steel 

Construction (AISC) in 1970 marked a pivotal era in structural engineering. Known colloquially among veteran 

engineers as one of the definitive "Green Books," the 7th Edition consolidated the advancements in Allowable 

Stress Design (ASD)and reflected the post-war industrial boom's demand for standardized, high-rise steel

framing. For modern structural engineers, this manual is not merely a relic; it is an essential forensic tool used to

evaluate, renovate, and seismically retrofit thousands of existing structures built between 1970 and 1980.

1. Historical Context and Evolutionary Significance

To understand the 7th Edition, one must understand the landscape of 1960s metallurgy and structural theory. 

Before the 7th Edition, the 6th Edition (1963) had established the foundation for modern steel design, but the 1970 

release integrated critical updates regarding high-strength bolts and refined welding specifications. This edition

was the primary reference during the construction of iconic structures, providing the mathematical framework for

steel buildings that remain operational today.

The 7th Edition was published during the height of ASTM A36steel's dominance. While the 6th Edition began the

transition away from A7 steel, the 7th Edition fully embraced A36 as the standard carbon steel with a yield point

(Fy) of 36 ksi. This standardization allowed for more predictable factor-of-safety applications across varying

structural geometries.

2. Core Theoretical Framework: Allowable Stress Design (ASD)

The 7th Edition is rooted in the Allowable Stress Design (ASD)philosophy. Unlike the contemporary Load and

Resistance Factor Design (LRFD), which uses a probabilistic approach to safety through load factors and

resistance factors, ASD relies on a deterministic approach. In ASD, the actual calculated stresses produced by

service loads must not exceed a specified "allowable" stress.

2.1 The Factor of Safety Mechanism

The allowable stress is typically determined by dividing the yield stress (Fy) or the ultimate tensile stress (Fu) by a 

Factor of Safety (FS). In the 1970 specification, the standard factor of safety for tension on the gross area was

approximately 1.67, derived from the formula:

Ft = 0.60 * Fy

For flexural members (beams), the allowable bending stress (Fb) was often taken as 0.66 * Fyfor compact sections

braced at frequent intervals. This 10% increase over the standard 0.60 factor accounted for the shape factor of

wide-flange sections, recognizing that the plastic moment capacity of a compact I-beam is significantly higher than

the moment at which the first fiber yields.

3. Technical Breakdown of Section Properties and Shapes



The 7th Edition utilized a nomenclature system for steel shapes that differs slightly from modern standards but 

remains recognizable. Understanding these designations is critical for engineers performing structural load ratings

 on older buildings.

3.1 Wide-Flange (W) Shapes

In 1970, the manual listed dimensions and properties for "W" shapes (Wide Flange), "S" shapes (American 

Standard Beams), and "C" shapes (Channels). A key technical detail of this era was the rolling process; many 

shapes available in the 7th Edition have since been discontinued or their dimensions have been refined. When 

analyzing a 1972-built warehouse, an engineer must use the 7th Edition tables to find the exact Moment of Inertia 

(I) and Section Modulus (S), as modern tables may vary by 2-5% due to updated rolling tolerances.

3.2 Material Specifications of the Era

The manual categorized steel into several ASTM designations. The following table illustrates the primary materials

covered in the 1970 specification:



ASTM Designation Steel Type Yield Point (Fy) - ksi Tensile Strength (Fu) - ksi

A36 Structural Steel (Carbon) 36 58-80

A441 High-Strength Low-Alloy 
(Manganese Vanadium)

40-50 60-70

A572 High-Strength Low-Alloy 
(Columbium-Vanadium)

42, 45, 50, 55, 60, 65 60-80

A588 Corrosion Resistant 
(Weathering Steel)

42-50 63-70

4. Analysis of Compression Members: The Euler-Engesser Legacy

Column design in the 7th Edition was governed by the Effective Length Factor (K) and the Slenderness Ratio (L/

r). The manual provided a sophisticated set of curves to determine the allowable axial stress (Fa) based on

whether the column was in the elastic or inelastic buckling range.

4.1 The Cc Parameter

A critical variable in the 1970 ASD specification was Cc, the column slenderness ratio separating elastic and

inelastic buckling. It was calculated as:

Cc = sqrt((2 * &pi;^2 * E) / Fy)

Where Eis the Modulus of Elasticity (29,000 ksi). For A36 steel, Cc is approximately 126.1. If the actual

slenderness ratio (Kl/r) was less than Cc, the column was considered to be in the inelastic range, and a parabolic

interaction formula was applied. If Kl/r exceeded Cc, the Euler buckling formula (with a factor of safety) was used.

5. Connection Design: Bolts, Rivets, and Welds

The 7th Edition represents a transition period where riveting was largely being phased out in favor of high-

strength bolting and arc welding. However, the manual still included comprehensive tables for rivets, as they

were still found in ongoing bridge projects and older building repairs.

5.1 High-Strength Bolts (A325 and A490)

The manual detailed the use of ASTM A325 and A490 bolts. A major technical contribution of the 7th Edition was 

the refinement of friction-type vs. bearing-type connections. 

  Friction-Type (Slip-Critical): Relies on the clamping force to prevent the joined plates from sliding.

  Bearing-Type: Allows the bolt shank to come into contact with the side of the hole to transfer shear.

5.2 Weld Strength Calculations

Welding in the 1970s was standardized via the E60 and E70 series electrodes. The allowable stress on the throat

of a fillet weld was established as:

Fv = 0.30 * Nominal Tensile Strength of Weld Metal

For an E70 electrode, the allowable stress was 21.0 ksi. This value is still a baseline for comparing the weld

integrity of historic structures against modern seismic demands.



6. Flexural Members and Lateral-Torsional Buckling

The 7th Edition provided detailed procedures for the design of beams that were not laterally braced. When a beam 

is loaded in flexure, the compression flange acts like a column and may buckle laterally. The manual introduced two 

main equations for the allowable bending stress (Fb) in these scenarios, depending on the L/rt ratio (where rtis the

radius of gyration of the compression flange plus one-third of the compression web area).

6.1 Comparison: 7th Edition vs. Modern 15th Edition



Feature AISC 7th Edition (1970) AISC 15th Edition (2017)

Design Philosophy Allowable Stress Design (ASD) Unified LRFD and ASD

Standard Steel ASTM A36 (36 ksi) ASTM A992 (50 ksi)

HSS Design Limited/Emerging Fully Integrated (A500 Gr. C)

Seismic Design Basic Ductility Concepts Highly Sophisticated (AISC 341)

Calculation Method Manual Tables / Slide Rule Computer-Aided / Finite Element

7. Supplement No. 1: Critical Technical Revisions

As noted in the technical data, the Supplement No. 1 to the 1970 Specification is a vital component. It introduced 

several corrections to the design of composite beams and updated the requirements for Hybrid Girders. Hybrid 

girders allow for the use of high-strength steel (like A572) in the flanges while using lower-strength A36 steel in the 

web, optimizing cost without sacrificing structural integrity. The supplement also refined the formulas for web 

crippling and local bucklingof thin-walled elements, reflecting the move toward thinner, more efficient steel

sections.

8. Step-by-Step Procedure for Evaluating Existing 1970s Structures

When an engineer is tasked with adding a new HVAC unit to a 1974 building or converting a 1970s warehouse into

a modern loft, the following technical workflow is applied using the 7th Edition manual:

1.  Field Verification: Measure the actual dimensions of the steel members (flange width, thickness, and total 

depth).

2.  Shape Identification: Cross-reference field measurements with the "Properties for Designing" tables in the 

7th Edition to identify the specific W-shape designation.

3.  Material Assessment: If original drawings are unavailable, assume ASTM A36 (Fy=36 ksi) as it was the 

default for that period, though testing may be required for high-rise columns which might be A441.

4.  Stress Analysis: Calculate the original design capacity using the 1970 ASD formulas (e.g., Ft = 0.60Fy).

5.  Load Comparison: Compare the original allowable capacity against modern building code requirements 

(ASCE 7-22), which often feature higher snow or seismic loads than those used in 1970.

6.  Connection Audit: Check the bolt patterns against the 1970 tables for A325-S (Bearing) or A325-F (Friction) 

bolts.

9. Troubleshooting and Forensic Challenges

Engineers often encounter specific challenges when working with the 7th Edition data. One common issue is the 

"Compact Section"criteria. In 1970, the requirements for a section to be considered compact (allowing the higher

Fb = 0.66Fy) were less stringent than today. An engineer might find that a beam designated as compact in 1970 is

considered "non-compact" or "slender" under modern AISC 360-22 rules due to tighter width-to-thickness ratio

limits. This can lead to a calculated "reduction" in capacity when applying modern codes to old beams,

necessitating structural reinforcement such as welding cover plates to the flanges.

9.1 Fatigue and Brittle Fracture



The 7th Edition was published before the industry fully realized the implications of Fracture Critical Members 

(FCMs)in non-redundant structures. When analyzing bridges or heavy industrial cranes designed via the 7th

Edition, forensic engineers look for sharp re-entrant corners or poor weld terminations that were permissible in

1970 but are now known to be stress risers that lead to fatigue cracking.

10. Broader Engineering Implications

The Manual of Steel Construction, 7th Editionserves as a bridge between the early era of industrial steel and

the modern era of computerized structural optimization. Its 2,000+ pages (including specifications, tables, and

AISC Code of Standard Practice) represent a time when engineering intuition was validated by rigorous, manual

calculation. 

For today's practitioners, the 7th Edition is a testament to the longevity of steel as a building material. Structures

designed using these 50-year-old formulas continue to serve as the backbone of urban infrastructure. The manual

remains an essential part of the structural engineer's library, not for new design, but for the vital tasks of

preservation, forensic investigation, and the sustainable reuse of our existing built environment. By mastering the

7th Edition's specifications, engineers ensure that the legacy of 1970s construction safely meets the demands of

the 21st century.
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