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The first year of a Bachelor of Technology (B.Tech) program at Dr. A.P.J. Abdul Kalam Technical University (AKTU),

formerly UPTU, represents a critical transition from secondary education to professional engineering rigor. This

foundational period is designed to align with the Model Curriculum proposed by the All India Council for Technical

Education (AICTE), ensuring that students across various disciplines—ranging from Computer Science and

Engineering (CSE) to Mechanical Engineering (ME)—attain a uniform level of proficiency in basic sciences and

introductory engineering principles.

The Foundational Importance of the First Year Curriculum

In the AKTU ecosystem, the first year is common to almost all engineering branches, with minor variations for 

specialized fields like Biotechnology or Agriculture Engineering. This commonality ensures that every engineer, 

regardless of their eventual specialization, possesses a robust understanding of Mathematics, Physics, 

Chemistry, and Basic Programming. The curriculum is meticulously structured to bridge the gap between 

theoretical school-level science and applied industrial engineering. For students aiming for high-growth sectors like 

Artificial Intelligence, Data Science, or Information Technology , the first-year subjects serve as the

mathematical and logical scaffolding upon which advanced algorithms and system architectures are built.

Credit System and Academic Structure

AKTU follows a Choice Based Credit System (CBCS). This system quantifies the academic load by assigning 

credits to theory and practical subjects. Typically, a 1st-year student handles approximately 18 to 22 credits per 

semester. The weightage is distributed between Internal Assessments (Sessional Marks) and External 

Semester End Examinations (SEE). Understanding this distribution is vital for students to maintain a high

Cumulative Grade Point Average (CGPA) from the outset.

Technical Breakdown: Semester I and Semester II Core Subjects

The syllabus is generally divided into two groups: the Physics Group and the Chemistry Group. These groups

are rotated between sections in the first and second semesters to manage laboratory resources efficiently.

1. Engineering Mathematics (KAS-103T / KAS-203T)

Mathematics is the language of engineering. The AKTU 1st-year syllabus focuses on advanced calculus, linear

algebra, and differential equations. Key modules include:

•  Matrices: Inverse and Rank of a matrix, Cayley-Hamilton Theorem, and Eigenvalues/Eigenvectors. These are 

fundamental for structural analysis and computer graphics.

•  Differential Calculus: Expansion of functions via Taylor’s and Maclaurin’s series, and partial differentiation.

•  Multiple Integrals: Double and triple integrals, Beta and Gamma functions, and applications to area and 

volume.

•  Vector Calculus: Gradient, Divergence, and Curl, along with Green’s, Stokes’, and Gauss-Divergence 



theorems.

2. Engineering Physics (KAS-101T / KAS-201T)

Physics in the 1st year moves away from classical mechanics toward Quantum Mechanics and Electromagnetic 

Theory. Topics include:

•  Relativistic Mechanics: Einstein’s postulates, Lorentz transformations, and mass-energy equivalence.

•  Electromagnetic Field Theory: Maxwell’s equations and their role in wave propagation.

•  Quantum Mechanics: Wave-particle duality, Schrödinger equation, and its applications.

•  Fiber Optics and Lasers: Principles of spontaneous and stimulated emission, and the physics of data 

transmission through optical fibers.

3. Programming for Problem Solving (KCS-101T / KCS-201T)

For CSE and IT aspirants, this is the most crucial subject. It introduces the C Programming Languageas a tool

for logical development. Students learn about data types, control structures, arrays, functions, pointers, and file

handling. The objective is to develop algorithmic thinking, which is essential for mastering Data Structures and

Algorithms (DSA) in subsequent years.

Comparative Analysis of 1st Year Evaluation Schemes

The following table provides a technical breakdown of how students are evaluated in the core subjects at AKTU.

This data is essential for understanding the balance between internal labor and final examination performance.



Subject Category Internal (Sessional) External (SEE) Total Marks Credits

Engineering 
Mathematics

30 70 100 4

Engineering Physics/
Chemistry

30 70 100 4

Basic Electrical/
Electronics

30 70 100 3

Programming for 
Problem Solving

30 70 100 3

Engineering 
Graphics/Mechanics

30 70 100 3

Practical Labs 
(Science/Engg)

20 30 50 1

Integration of Laboratory Work

Practical application is emphasized through dedicated lab hours. For instance, the Engineering Physics Lab 

requires students to conduct experiments on interference (Newton’s Rings) and diffraction (Grating), while the 

Manufacturing Practices Workshop introduces them to smithy, carpentry, and fitting. These labs account for a

significant portion of the internal marks and provide the "hands-on" experience necessary for professional

engineering.

Branch-Specific Considerations: CSE, IT, and Beyond

While the first year is common, AKTU integrates certain modules that hint at future specializations. For instance, 

the introduction to Emerging Technologies for Engineering  provides a bird's-eye view of Artificial Intelligence 

(AI), Machine Learning (ML), IoT, and Blockchain. This ensures that even students in traditional branches like

Civil or Mechanical Engineering are conversant with the digital transformation occurring in their respective fields.

Transitioning to Information Technology (IT) and CSE

Students in the IT and CSE branches must pay particular attention to Discrete Mathematics and Digital Logic 

Design, which often appear as bridge topics or electives in the transition to the second year. The 1st-year syllabus

acts as a filter; students who master the logic of C programming and the abstraction of Engineering Mathematics

tend to excel in high-level coding and system design in years 2 through 4.

Passing Criteria and Academic Regulations

AKTU maintains strict academic standards. To pass a subject, a student must meet both internal and external

thresholds. A common misconception among freshmen is that high internal marks can compensate for poor

performance in the Semester End Exam.

•  Minimum Passing Marks: Generally, a student must secure at least 30% in the external examination and a 

cumulative 40% (Internal + External) to pass a theory subject.

•  Grace Marks: AKTU has specific provisions for grace marks (usually up to 10 marks total across all subjects 



in a year) to help students who narrowly miss the passing criteria.

•  Carry Over Papers (COP): If a student fails a subject, they must clear it in the subsequent odd/even semester 

through a Carry Over Examination. Failing to clear 1st-year subjects can eventually lead to a "Year Back" (YB) if the 

required number of credits is not earned.

Strategic Study Guide: Resources and Techniques

To navigate the AKTU 1st-year syllabus effectively, students should adopt a multi-channel learning approach. While

university-prescribed textbooks (like B.S. Grewal for Math) are essential, digital resources play a pivotal role.

1. Utilizing AKTU-Specific Platforms

Websites like AKTU Notes Huband various digital repositories provide previous year question papers (PYQs) and

handwritten notes specifically tailored to the AKTU examination pattern. Analyzing the last 5 years of question

papers is a proven strategy for identifying recurring technical problems and high-weightage topics.

2. Focus on Engineering Drawing/Graphics

Many students find Engineering Graphics (KAS-152P/252P)challenging due to the shift from textual to visual-

spatial learning. Mastering AutoCAD or manual drafting tools is necessary. This subject is the basis for Computer-

Aided Design (CAD), which is indispensable in the modern industry.

3. The Role of Soft Skills

The Technical Communicationmodule in the syllabus addresses the often-overlooked area of professional ethics

and language proficiency. In an era where engineers must collaborate globally, the ability to write technical reports

and deliver presentations is just as important as solving a differential equation.

Changing Colleges and Lateral Entry: Post-1st Year Dynamics

There are instances where students seek to change their college after the first year. This is often due to placement

considerations or proximity to home. AKTU allows for college transfers under specific conditions, usually requiring a

No Objection Certificate (NOC) from both the current and the prospective institute (such as KCC Institute or other

top-tier private colleges). However, this process is highly dependent on the availability of seats and the student’s

1st-year academic performance.

Addressing Common Challenges and Troubleshooting

Freshmen often face several "failure modes" during their first year. Below is a guide to identifying and mitigating

these risks.

Technical Difficulties in Core Subjects

If a student struggles with Engineering Mechanics, the root cause is often a weak grasp of Vector Algebra and 

Newton’s Laws. The solution involves revisiting 12th-grade physics before tackling complex rigid-body dynamics. 

Similarly, struggles in Basic Electrical Engineeringusually stem from a misunderstanding of Phasor Diagrams

and AC Circuit Analysis.

Managing the Shift to Autonomous Learning

Unlike school, university education requires significant self-study. Students are encouraged to use NPTEL lectures 

or Coursera certifications to supplement their classroom learning. This is particularly relevant for the Emerging 

Technologiescomponent of the syllabus, where the pace of industry change often outstrips the formal curriculum



updates.

The Long-Term Perspective: Beyond the First Year

The AKTU B.Tech 1st-year syllabus is not merely an academic hurdle but a preparatory phase for professional

engineering. Whether a student is aiming for a placement in a Tier-1 IT firm like TCS, Infosys, or Google, or

preparing for the GATE (Graduate Aptitude Test in Engineering) for higher studies, the concepts of the first year

remain evergreen. For example, the Eigenvalues learned in Mathematics are used in Google’s PageRank

algorithm, and the Quantum Mechanics studied in Physics are the foundation for the next generation of Quantum

Computing.

Summary of Educational Objectives

By the end of the first year, an AKTU student is expected to have:

1.  Attained a rigorous understanding of the mathematical models used in engineering.

2.  Developed basic computational thinking and programming proficiency.

3.  Gained exposure to interdisciplinary engineering (Electrical, Mechanical, Civil).

4.  Improved technical literacy and professional communication skills.

Success in the first year requires a balanced focus on theory, practical labs, and consistent internal performance.

By utilizing the available resources and understanding the evaluation scheme, students can build a formidable

foundation for their professional careers in engineering and technology. The transition from a student to an

engineer begins here, within the complex yet rewarding modules of the AKTU 1st-year curriculum.
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