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In the high-stakes environment of modern telecommunications, the ability to architect robust, scalable, and efficient 

IP/MPLS networks is a critical differentiator for service providers. The Alcatel-Lucent Service Routing Architect 

(SRA) certification—now under the Nokia brand—stands as one of the most rigorous and respected credentials in 

the networking industry. This guide provides an in-depth technical exploration of the core pillars required for the 

SRA designation, focusing specifically on Border Gateway Protocol (BGP), Virtual Private Routed Networks 

(VPRN), and IP Multicast.

The Evolution of Service Routing and the SRA Framework

The transition from traditional best-effort IP routing to carrier-grade service delivery necessitated a fundamental 

shift in how networks are designed. The Service Routing Architect (SRA) curriculum is designed to move beyond 

basic connectivity, focusing on the delivery of mission-critical services over a unified MPLS backbone. At the heart 

of this architecture lies the 7750 Service Router (SR) and the 7450 Ethernet Service Switch (ESS), platforms

engineered for the high-availability requirements of tier-1 providers.

Understanding the SRA framework requires a deep grasp of how control planes and data planes interact. While the

Interior Gateway Protocol (IGP) like OSPF or IS-IS provides the underlying reachability (the "foundation"), the

protocols covered in the SRA self-study guide—BGP, VPRN, and Multicast—represent the "services" and "policy"

layers that enable complex traffic engineering and multi-tenancy.

Deep Dive: Border Gateway Protocol (BGP) in Service Provider Networks

BGP is the protocol of the Internet, but in a Service Routing context, its application extends far beyond simple 

external peering. Within the SRA curriculum, Multiprotocol BGP (MP-BGP)is the engine that drives advanced

services like VPNs.

The BGP Finite State Machine (FSM)

To troubleshoot BGP at an expert level, one must understand the Finite State Machine (FSM). The transition

between states dictates how neighbors are established and how prefixes are exchanged:

•  Idle: The initial state where BGP waits for a Start event.

•  Connect: The router waits for a completed TCP three-way handshake.

•  Active: The router attempts to initiate a TCP connection if the previous attempt failed.

•  OpenSent: The router sends an Open message and waits for one in return.

•  OpenConfirm: The router waits for a Keepalive message after matching capabilities.

•  Established: The peering is fully functional; Update, Keepalive, and Notification messages are exchanged.

BGP Path Selection and Attributes

The Nokia SRA curriculum emphasizes the deterministic nature of the BGP best-path selection algorithm. When a

7750 SR receives multiple paths to the same prefix, it evaluates attributes in a specific order:



Order Attribute Description Preferred Value

1 Next-Hop Reachability Is the next-hop IP 
reachable via the IGP?

Must be reachable

2 Local Preference Indicates preference for 
exiting the Autonomous 
System (AS).

Highest

3 AS-Path Length Number of AS hops to the 
destination.

Shortest

4 Origin Type IGP, EGP, or Incomplete. IGP &lt; EGP &lt; 
Incomplete

5 MED (Multi-Exit 
Discriminator)

Used to influence inbound 
traffic from neighboring 
ASs.

Lowest

6 Peer Type Preference for EBGP over 
IBGP.

EBGP

7 IGP Metric Cost to reach the BGP 
next-hop.

Lowest

Scalability: Route Reflectors and Confederations

In a full-mesh IBGP environment, the number of sessions scales at n(n-1)/2. To mitigate this, SRA professionals 

implement Route Reflectors (RR). The RR allows a router to advertise IBGP-learned routes to other IBGP peers, 

breaking the standard split-horizon rule. Key mechanisms like Originator_ID and Cluster_Listare appended to

prevent loops in reflected environments.

Virtual Private Routed Networks (VPRN) Architecture

VPRNs, commonly known as BGP/MPLS Layer 3 VPNs(defined in RFC 4364), allow a service provider to offer

isolated routing instances to multiple customers over a shared infrastructure. This multi-tenancy is achieved

through a combination of VRFs, MP-BGP, and MPLS labeling.

The Role of Route Distinguishers (RD) and Route Targets (RT)

In a VPRN environment, overlapping IP addresses between customers are common. The SRA must distinguish 

these using Route Distinguishers (RD). An RD is an 8-byte value prepended to an IPv4 prefix to create a unique 

96-bit VPN-IPv4 address.

While RDs provide uniqueness, Route Targets (RT)  provide control. RTs are BGP extended communities that 

dictate which routes are imported into or exported from a specific VRF (Virtual Routing and Forwarding) instance. 

This allows for complex topologies such as Hub-and-Spoke or Extranet VPNs.

Data Plane: The Two-Label Stack

When a packet traverses a VPRN backbone, it utilizes a two-label MPLS stack:

1.  Outer Label (Transport Label): Switched by P-routers using LDP or RSVP-TE. It directs the packet to the 

correct egress Provider Edge (PE) router.



2.  Inner Label (VPN/Service Label): Distributed via MP-BGP. It tells the egress PE which VRF instance the 

packet belongs to and which outgoing interface to use.

VPRN Configuration Workflow on Nokia 7750 SR

The procedural implementation of a VPRN involves several distinct steps in the CLI:

•  Step 1: Define the customer and the service ID (e.g., configure service vprn 100 customer 1 create).

•  Step 2: Configure the RD and RT (e.g., route-distinguisher 65000:100, vrf-target target:65000:100).

•  Step 3: Configure the interface toward the CE (Customer Edge) router.

•  Step 4: Define the routing protocol (BGP, OSPF, or Static) to exchange routes with the CE.

•  Step 5: Ensure MP-BGP is active in the base routing instance to carry VPN-IPv4 families.

IP Multicast: Efficiency in One-to-Many Communication

Multicast is a specialized domain within the SRA track, focusing on Protocol Independent Multicast (PIM)and its

integration into service provider environments. Multicast is essential for IPTV, financial data feeds, and software

distribution.

PIM Sparse Mode (PIM-SM) and the Rendezvous Point (RP)

PIM-SM is the standard for scalable multicast. It relies on a Rendezvous Point (RP)as a meeting ground for

sources and receivers. The SRA must be proficient in various RP discovery methods:

•  Static RP: Manual configuration on every router.

•  BSR (Bootstrap Router): A dynamic mechanism for RP election and distribution.

•  Anycast RP: Utilizes MSDP (Multicast Source Discovery Protocol) to provide redundancy and load sharing 

across multiple RPs.

The Multicast Distribution Tree (MDT)

Multicast traffic flows through two primary tree types:

•  Shared Tree (*, G): Rooted at the RP. All sources for a group use this tree initially.

•  Source Tree (S, G): Rooted at the source. Routers perform a Shortest Path Tree (SPT) switchover to optimize 

the path once traffic exceeds a certain threshold.

Next-Generation Multicast VPN (NG-MVPN)

The modern approach to delivering multicast over a VPRN is NG-MVPN. Unlike early draft-rosen models that relied 

on GRE, NG-MVPN uses BGP (AFI 1, SAFI 5) to discover neighbors and exchange multicast state. It leverages 

Point-to-Multipoint (P2MP) RSVP-TE or mLDPfor the data plane, providing superior scaling and integration with

existing MPLS traffic engineering.

Technical Analysis: Comparison of L3VPN and L2VPN Services

While the SRA focus is heavily on VPRN (Layer 3), a true architect must understand when to use VPRN versus

Virtual Private LAN Service (VPLS) or Epipes.



Feature VPRN (L3VPN) VPLS (L2VPN) Epipe (L2 P2P)

OSI Layer Layer 3 (IP) Layer 2 (Ethernet) Layer 2 (Frame/Eth/PPP)

Routing Peer Provider Edge (PE) Customer Edge (CE) None (Transparent)

Scalability Very High (BGP-based) Moderate (MAC learning) High (Point-to-Point)

Address Overlap Managed via RD/RT Not applicable Not applicable

Complexity High (IP routing/BGP) Moderate (STP/VPLS 
loops)

Low

Case Studies and Troubleshooting Scenarios

Scenario 1: BGP Route Leakage and Path Selection Failure

Problem:A service provider observes that traffic for a specific VPRN customer is exiting through a sub-optimal

peering point in a different geographic region.

Analysis:Upon checking the 7750 SR CLI with show router bgp routes, the architect finds that the Local

Preference is identical across all entry points. However, the IGP metric to the BGP next-hop is higher for the local

exit due to a misconfigured OSPF cost on a core link.

Solution: The SRA implements a Route Policyto adjust the Local Preference for routes learned at the preferred

peering point. This ensures that the BGP best-path algorithm selects the optimal exit before it ever evaluates the

IGP metric.

Scenario 2: Multicast Traffic Drop during RP Failure

Problem: Multicast streams for an IPTV service drop for 3 minutes when the primary RP fails.

Analysis:The network is using Static RP without any redundancy. When the RP goes down, the (*, G) state

cannot be maintained, and new joins fail.

Solution: The architect deploys Anycast RP with MSDP. By assigning the same IP address to the Loopback

interfaces of two different routers and running MSDP between them, the network achieves sub-second recovery as

the IGP reconverges to the next nearest RP.

Mathematical Foundations: Convergence and Scalability

The SRA must also account for the mathematical limits of the control plane. For instance, the convergence time

($T_c$) of a BGP network can be modeled as:

$$T_c = D_{prop} + T_{process} + (MRAI ––ÖW2�â’B@

Where:

•  $D_{prop}$: Propagation delay.

•  $T_{process}$: Time taken for the CPU to process the Update and run the BGP Decision Process.

•  $MRAI$: Minimum Route Advertisement Interval (defaults vary, but crucial for EBGP).

•  $N$: The number of AS hops or reflections.



By tuning the min-route-advertisement and utilizing BGP Prefix Independent Convergence (PIC), an SRA can

reduce $T_c$ from minutes to milliseconds, ensuring carrier-grade 99.999% availability.

Practical Implementation Checklist for SRA Aspirants

To prepare for the SRA lab and real-world deployment, professionals should master the following checklist on the

Nokia 7750 SR platform:

1.  BGP Policy Engine: Mastery of policy-options, including prefix-lists, community-lists, and as-path-groups.

2.  MPLS Label Management: Understanding the difference between label-static and label-dynamic (LDP/

RSVP).

3.  VPRN Route Leaking: Configuring auto-bind-tunnel and rib-vprn to allow communication between different 

VRFs or the Global Routing Table (GRT).

4.  Multicast Boundary Control: Implementing multicast-boundaries to prevent unwanted multicast traffic from 

leaking between customer sites or across administrative domains.

5.  OAM Tools: Using vprn-ping, vprn-trace, and lsp-ping to verify the integrity of the data plane.

Future Directions: The Move Toward SR-Linux and Model-Driven 
Programmability

While the Alcatel-Lucent SRA Self-Study Guide focuses on the classic SROS environment, the industry is shifting 

toward Model-Driven Management (gRPC, NETCONF, YANG) . Modern SRAs are expected to not only 

understand BGP and VPRN but also how to automate their deployment using Python and Ansible. Nokia’s SR-

Linux and the Network Services Platform (NSP)represent the next frontier, where the rigorous principles of the

SRA certification are applied to software-defined, automated environments.

In summary, the Service Routing Architect is more than a certification; it is a comprehensive mastery of the

protocols that define the modern internet. By deeply understanding the nuances of BGP path selection, the

encapsulation of VPRNs, and the efficiency of PIM-SM, network engineers can build infrastructures that are not

only functional but resilient, scalable, and ready for the demands of the next generation of digital services.
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