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The study of ceremonial magic in the 20th and 21st centuries is inextricably linked to the legacy of Aleister 

Crowley and his 1904 publication of The Book of the Goetia of Solomon the King. This text, originally a portion of 

the 17th-century grimoire known as the Lemegeton (or Lesser Key of Solomon), was revitalized through Crowley’s 

editorial lens and subsequently expanded by modern practitioners Lon Milo DuQuette and Christopher S. Hyatt. 

In their seminal work, Aleister Crowley’s Illustrated Goetia, the authors bridge the gap between medieval

demonology and modern psychological and tantric frameworks. This article provides an in-depth technical analysis

of the structural, philosophical, and procedural components of this system, examining the transition from

externalized entity summoning to internalized psychological integration.

Historical Context and the Evolution of the Goetia

The Goetia is the first of five books comprising the Lemegeton. Its historical roots are found in the 

Pseudomonarchia Daemonum of Johann Weyer and various other 15th- and 16th-century manuscripts. However, 

the version that dominates contemporary Western occultism is the one translated by Samuel Liddell MacGregor 

Mathers and edited/published by Aleister Crowley in 1904. Crowley’s contribution was revolutionary not merely for 

its accessibility, but for its introductory essay, The Initiated Interpretation of Ceremonial Magic.

In this essay, Crowley proposed a materialist-psychological modelfor evocation. He argued that the 72 spirits of

the Goetia are not external objective demons residing in a literal hell, but rather portions of the human brain—latent

neurological circuits or archetypal complexes. By using specific rituals, sigils, and conjurations, the practitioner (the

Magus) attempts to isolate and communicate with these specific aspects of the subconscious mind to achieve

desired changes in the environment or the psyche.

The Lon Milo DuQuette and Christopher S. Hyatt Contributions

The Illustrated Goetia adds a significant layer of modern analysis. Lon Milo DuQuette provides a bridge to Thelemic

 and Hermetic principles, while Christopher S. Hyatt introduces elements of Reichian therapy and Sexual 

Evocation. This integration transforms the Goetia from a rigid, superstitious manual into a dynamic tool for self-

actualization. The addition of vivid illustrations serves as a visual anchor for the pathworking and visualization

phases of the ritual, which are critical for the successful triggering of the intended psychological states.

Core Theoretical Framework: The Mechanics of Evocation

To understand the Goetia, one must analyze the technical components required for an evocation. These 

components function as a user interface between the conscious mind and the deep subconscious. The ritual is 

essentially a controlled psychological schism, where the practitioner purposefully induces a state of altered

consciousness to interact with a specific "module" of their own mind.

1. The Tools as Technical Interfaces

The ritual environment is structured using several key geometric and symbolic tools:



•  The Magic Circle: Represents the boundaries of the practitioner's own ego and consciousness. It is a fortified 

space of self-identity.

•  The Triangle of Art: Placed outside the circle, this is the space where the spirit is commanded to manifest. 

Technologically, this represents the externalization of a subconscious impulse into a visible or perceivable form.

•  The Brazen Vessel: Historically a container for spirits, it symbolizes the containment of volatile psychological 

energies.

•  The Seal (Sigil): Each of the 72 spirits has a unique geometric signature. This acts as the "address" or 

"frequency" for the specific neurological circuit the Magus wishes to activate.

2. The Hierarchical Structure of the 72 Spirits

The spirits are organized according to a rigid hierarchy that corresponds to the Sephirothof the Qabalistic Tree of

Life and the planetary spheres. This hierarchy dictates the "rank" of the spirit and the type of material or metal

required for its sigil, which serves as a mnemonic and vibrational match for the entity's energy.



Rank Number of Spirits Planetary 
Correspondence

Metal for Sigil Qabalistic 
Association

Kings 9 Sun Gold Tiphareth

Dukes 23 Venus Copper Netzach

Princes/Prelates 7 Jupiter Tin Chesed

Marquises 15 Moon Silver Yesod

Presidents 11 Mercury Mercury (Liquid/
Alloy)

Hod

Earls/Counts 12 Mars Iron Geburah

Knights 1 Saturn Lead Binah

Technical Workflow: Step-by-Step Procedural Execution

The execution of a Goetic evocation follows a strict protocol designed to bypass the Limen (the threshold between 

the conscious and subconscious). In the Illustrated Goetia, this process is refined for the modern practitioner.

Phase I: Preparation and Purification

The practitioner undergoes a period of asceticism or focused intent. This is the Calibration Phase. The goal is to 

isolate the Magus from mundane distractions. This involves the "Preliminary Invocation of the Lesser Key of 

Solomon," often referred to as the Bornless Ritual. This ritual serves to align the practitioner with their Higher Self

(Holy Guardian Angel), providing the necessary authority to command the lower spirits.

Phase II: The Conjuration

The Magus stands within the Circle and recites the Conjurations. These are long, rhythmic, and highly repetitive 

incantations. From a technical standpoint, this is a form of Self-Hypnosis. The resonance of the words, combined

with the visual focus on the Sigil in the Triangle, creates a sensory feedback loop. If the practitioner is using the

"Sexual Evocation" methods proposed by Hyatt and DuQuette, this phase may involve the redirection of sexual

energy (Tantric Magick) to fuel the manifestation.

Phase III: The Constraint and Welcome

If the spirit does not appear (i.e., if the subconscious breakthrough does not occur), the Magus employs stronger 

"Constraints." Once the presence is felt or visualized, the Magus "welcomes" the spirit. This is the Interface Phase

where the specific request is articulated. The Magus must remain in control; any loss of focus can lead to

"obsession," where the subconscious complex begins to dominate the conscious ego.

Phase IV: The License to Depart

This is arguably the most critical step. The spirit is commanded to leave and return to its proper place. This 

represents the Re-integration Phase, where the psychological schism is closed, and the practitioner returns to

normal waking consciousness. Failure to properly execute the License to Depart can result in residual

psychological instability or "hauntings," which are essentially unintegrated subconscious archetypes.



Sexual Evocation and Tantric Integration

One of the most provocative aspects of Aleister Crowley’s Illustrated Goetia is its discussion of Sexual Evocation.

Unlike the purely cerebral or liturgical approach of traditional Solomonic magic, this method utilizes the

physiological high-tension state of sexual arousal to break down the barriers of the ego.

The Formula of ON

The authors discuss the use of sexual fluids and the energy of orgasm as a "material basis" for the spirit to 

manifest. In technical terms, the intense focus required during sexual rituals acts as a hyper-concentrated form of 

the Will. By directing this focus toward the sigil of a Goetic spirit at the moment of climax, the practitioner can

"imprint" their intent onto the subconscious with far more force than through traditional recitation alone.

Comparison of Traditional vs. Modern Goetic Methodologies



Feature Traditional Solomonic (17th C.) Crowleyan/Modern (20th/21st C.)

Entity Nature Literal Demons/Fallen Angels Psychological Archetypes/Neural 
Circuits

Primary Objective Material gain/Service from entities Self-Knowledge/Integration/
Psychological Shift

Ritual Tone Fear-based, coercive, religious Authoritative, scientific, psychological

Key Mechanism Divine names and threats Focus, Will, and Altered States (Sex/
Drugs)

Visual Aids Hand-drawn sigils in wax/metal Vivid, evocative illustrations/
Pathworking

Case Studies: Failure Modes and Troubleshooting

In the realm of Goetic practice, "failure" can manifest as a lack of results or, more dangerously, as adverse

psychological effects. Technical analysis reveals several common failure modes.

1. The Ego-Inflation Trap

When a practitioner successfully evokes a spirit (experiences a subconscious breakthrough) but lacks the 

grounding of the Holy Guardian Angel (HGA) or a stable ego, they may suffer from megalomania. They mistake 

the power of the archetype for their own personal power. Solution: Rigorous daily practice of banishing rituals like 

the Lesser Banishing Ritual of the Pentagram (LBRP) and consistent work toward HGA alignment.

2. Semantic Disconnect

If the practitioner does not understand the symbolism of the spirit they are calling, the ritual remains a hollow 

exercise. The 72 spirits are a language. If the Magus speaks the words but doesn't understand the "grammar" of 

the Qabalah, the subconscious will not respond. Solution: Intellectual study of the 777correspondences and the

hierarchical ranks before attempting practical work.

3. The "Obsession" Failure

This occurs when the License to Depart is ineffective. The practitioner continues to feel the "presence" of the spirit 

in daily life, leading to intrusive thoughts or compulsive behaviors related to that spirit’s office (e.g., an obsession 

with lust after evoking a spirit of Venus). Solution: Physical exercise, grounding rituals, and, in extreme cases, the 

Ritual of the Star Ruby or other high-level banishings.

The Mathematical and Algorithmic Nature of the Goetia

The Goetia can be viewed as an algorithmic system for reality manipulation. Each spirit represents a specific 

function (if-then statement). For example, Spirit #1, Bael, is said to grant invisibility. In a modern context, this is

interpreted as the ability to move through social or professional circles without drawing unwanted attention—a

psychological "cloaking" mechanism.

Formula for Intent Manifestation:

M = (W * F) / R



•  M (Manifestation): The successful integration of the spirit's office.

•  W (Will): The clarity and strength of the practitioner’s intent.

•  F (Focus): The quality of the ritual tools and the depth of the altered state.

•  R (Resistance): The psychological blockages or "lust of result" that hinder the process.

The Illustrated Goetia provides the necessary F (Focus) through its visual components, helping to maximize the 

numerator while the psychological commentary by Hyatt helps to identify and reduce the R (Resistance).

Practical Implementation: A Field Guide for the Technical Practitioner

For those analyzing or engaging with this system, the following checklist ensures a high-fidelity approach to the

material presented by DuQuette and Hyatt:

1.  Diagnostic Phase: Identify the specific psychological or environmental need. Match this need to the "Office" 

of one of the 72 spirits. Do not choose multiple spirits; focus on a single "module" at a time.

2.  Symbolic Construction: Create or obtain the sigil in the correct planetary metal or its color equivalent. The 

Illustrated Goetia provides these as templates.

3.  Space Preparation: Use the Circle to define the operator's workspace and the Triangle to define the objective 

space. This geometric separation is non-negotiable for mental safety.

4.  The Invocation of Authority: Perform a preliminary ritual (e.g., The Bornless Ritual) to establish the 

"Command Level" of the consciousness.

5.  The Evocation: Use the conjurations to induce the trance. If utilizing the Hyatt method, incorporate the 

specific breathwork and sexual tension techniques described in the text.

6.  Communication and Tasking: Clearly state the intent. Use the "Binding" techniques if the subconscious 

resistance is high.

7.  Termination: Perform the License to Depart and a final banishing. Document all results in a magical diary for 

longitudinal analysis.

Concluding Technical Synthesis

Aleister Crowley’s Illustrated Goetia, as interpreted by Lon Milo DuQuette and Christopher S. Hyatt, represents the 

pinnacle of the Western Esoteric Tradition’sevolution into the modern era. By stripping away the medieval fear of

literal demons and replacing it with a sophisticated model of neurological and psychological archetypes, the work

provides a functional framework for human optimization. The integration of sexual magick and Reichian theory

provides a physiological battery for rituals that were previously purely intellectual or liturgical.

This system acknowledges that the human mind is a vast, largely unexplored territory. The 72 spirits are not 

artifacts of a superstitious past, but are rather a taxonomic map of the subconscious. For the technical

practitioner, the Goetia is a legacy codebase—complex, sometimes dangerous, but capable of producing profound

results when executed with precision, discipline, and a deep understanding of the underlying symbolic logic. The

work of DuQuette and Hyatt ensures that this ancient technology remains relevant, providing the "vivid illustrations"

and psychological commentary necessary to navigate the complexities of the 21st-century psyche.
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