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The ASV RC60 Posi-Track Loader represents a significant milestone in the evolution of compact track loader 

(CTL) technology. Developed by ASV (All Season Vehicles), the RC60 was designed to bridge the gap between 

small-footprint maneuverability and heavy-duty industrial performance. Unlike traditional skid steers that were 

retrofitted with tracks, the RC60 was engineered from the ground up as a tracked machine, utilizing the patented 

Posi-Track undercarriage technology. This detailed technical analysis explores the mechanical architecture,

hydraulic control assemblies, electrical schematics, and maintenance protocols essential for fleet managers, heavy

equipment mechanics, and operators.

1. Theoretical Framework: The Posi-Track Advantage

The core philosophy behind the ASV RC60 is the reduction of ground pressure and the maximization of traction. 

Traditional steel-track or solid-rubber-track loaders often suffer from rigid undercarriages that concentrate weight on 

small contact patches. The Posi-Track system utilizes a flexible rubber trackembedded with high-strength internal

cords, supported by a series of poly-vinyl or rubber-coated rollers.

Suspension and Torsion Axles

The RC60 features two independent torsion axlesper side. This design allows the undercarriage to articulate,

ensuring that the tracks maintain maximum surface contact even when traversing uneven terrain. From an

engineering perspective, this articulation serves two purposes: it dampens vibrations for the operator and prevents

"bridging"—a phenomenon where the machine's weight is supported only by the front and rear of the track, leading

to increased ground pressure and potential track damage.

Ground Pressure Calculations

To understand the RC60's performance, one must look at the mathematical relationship between operating weight 

and contact area. With an operating weight of approximately 6,200 lbs and 15-inch wide tracks, the RC60 exerts a 

ground pressure of roughly 3.0 PSI (pounds per square inch). By comparison, a human standing on one foot

exerts approximately 8 PSI. This ultra-low ground pressure allows the RC60 to operate on delicate turf, swampy

terrain, and sensitive archaeological sites where other machines would sink or cause irreparable damage.

2. Technical Analysis of the Hydraulic Control Assembly

The hydraulic system of the ASV RC60 is a sophisticated network of pumps, valves, and actuators. According to 

the Master Parts Manual (Part Number: 2030-223), the RC60 utilizes a closed-loop hydrostatic drive system

combined with an open-center auxiliary hydraulic circuit.

The 08-A Hydraulic Control Assembly

A critical component in the RC60's operational efficiency is the 08-A Hydraulic Control Assembly. This assembly 

manages the flow of hydraulic fluid to the lift and tilt cylinders as well as the auxiliary attachments. A key part 

mentioned in technical diagrams is the Auxiliary Top Control Line Assembly (Item# 2030-067) , which facilitates



the high-flow requirements for attachments like brush cutters and mulchers.



Component Part Number Function

Main Control Valve 2030-569 Directs flow to lift/tilt and auxiliary 
circuits.

Hydrostatic Drive Pump 2045-XXX Provides variable flow to the drive 
motors.

Hydraulic Oil Cooler 2030-142 Maintains optimal fluid viscosity under 
heavy load.

Pilot Control Joystick 2030-012 Provides low-effort interface for 
precise operation.

Flow Rates and Pressure Specifications

The RC60 typically delivers a standard hydraulic flow of 16.3 GPM (61.7 LPM) at a system pressure of 3,000 PSI.

This pressure is regulated by a series of relief valves within the 08-A assembly. If the relief valve is set too low, the

machine will lack the breakout force required for digging; if set too high, it risks catastrophic seal failure or hose

bursts. Accurate diagnostic testing using a pressure gauge at the auxiliary couplers is a standard maintenance

procedure for verifying the integrity of the 2030-569 valve body.

3. Navigating the Electrical System and Wiring Schematics

One of the most frequent requests from field technicians involves the ASV RC-60 wiring diagram. The electrical

architecture of the RC60 is relatively straightforward compared to modern Tier 4 Final machines, but it requires a

disciplined approach to troubleshooting.

The Cab (R.O.P.S.) Assembly Interface

The wiring harness for the RC60 originates at the engine compartment and travels through the chassis to the Roll-

Over Protective Structure (R.O.P.S.). The main fuse block is usually located within the cab or behind a protective

panel. The schematic covers several critical subsystems:

•  Starting and Charging Circuit: Includes the 12V battery, high-torque starter motor, and 65-amp alternator.

•  Safety Interlock System: Uses seat sensors and lap bar switches to prevent hydraulic engagement unless the 

operator is safely positioned.

•  Engine Monitoring: Relays signals for oil pressure, coolant temperature, and fuel level to the dashboard 

gauges.

•  Auxiliary Electronic Control: Interfaces with attachments that require electrical signals (e.g., solenoid-operated 

4-in-1 buckets).

Troubleshooting Electrical Faults

Common failure modes in the RC60 electrical system often stem from ground wire oxidation or harness chafing 

near the pivot points of the lift arms. When diagnosing a "no-start" condition, technicians should refer to the 

schematic to verify the Neutral Start Relay functionality. If the machine starts but the hydraulics are unresponsive, 

the Brake/Hydraulic Solenoid circuit should be the primary focus of the investigation.

4. Engine and Powertrain Specifications

The RC60 is powered by a Perkins 404C-22 naturally aspirated diesel engine. This 2.2-liter, four-cylinder engine is 



renowned for its reliability and ease of service. It produces approximately 50 gross horsepower (37.3 kW)and

105 lb-ft of torque at 1,800 RPM.

Performance Metrics Table



Metric Specification

Engine Model Perkins 404C-22 (Tier 2/3 equivalent)

Aspiration Natural

Displacement 134 cu in (2.2 L)

Rated RPM 2,800 RPM

Tipping Load 3,800 lbs (1,724 kg)

Operating Capacity (35%) 1,330 lbs (603 kg)

Travel Speed 0 - 6.0 mph (9.7 km/h)

The integration of the Perkins engine with the ASV drive system allows for a "direct drive" feel. Unlike some loaders

that use complex planetary gear reductions, the RC60 utilizes high-torque, low-speed drive motors that directly

power the drive sprockets, reducing the number of moving parts and potential failure points within the final drive

housing.

5. Maintenance and Service Protocols

To maintain the longevity of the RC60, operators must adhere to the intervals outlined in the Service Repair 

Manual. Proper maintenance of the undercarriage is particularly critical given the cost of track replacement.

Track Tensioning and Alignment

Track tension on the RC60 is maintained via a grease-filled tensioner cylinder. Over-tensioning the tracks leads to 

premature wear on the drive sprockets and rollers, while under-tensioning can cause the track to "derail" (jump off 

the rollers). The technical standard for tension is typically 1 to 1.5 inches of sagat the center roller when the

machine is raised off the ground.

Lubrication and Fluids

1.  Engine Oil: Change every 250 hours using 10W-30 or 15W-40 (depending on ambient temperature).

2.  Hydraulic Fluid: Change every 1,000 hours. ASV recommends a high-quality multi-viscosity hydraulic oil to 

prevent cavitation in cold starts.

3.  Final Drive Lubrication: Check levels every 50 hours. The drive motors use the main hydraulic system fluid, 

but the planetary reduction gears (if applicable on certain variations) require specific gear oil.

4.  Undercarriage Rollers: The RC60 features "permanent" lubrication in the rollers, but they should be 

inspected daily for leaks or heat buildup, indicating bearing failure.

6. Comparative Analysis: RC60 vs. RT60 vs. PT50

Understanding where the RC60 fits in the ASV lineage is essential for sourcing parts. The PT-50 and PT-60 are 

close relatives, often sharing hydraulic components and track dimensions, while the RT-60 (and its Max-Series 

successors) represents the modern evolution of the platform.



Feature ASV RC60 ASV PT60 ASV RT60 (Modern)

Engine HP 50 HP 60 HP 60 HP (Turbo)

Hydraulic Flow 16.3 GPM 17.4 GPM 18.4 GPM

Undercarriage Style Standard Posi-Track Standard Posi-Track Dual-Level Suspension

Emissions Tier Tier 2/3 Tier 4 Interim Tier 4 Final

While the RC60 lacks the Tier 4 Final emissions technology (such as DPF or DEF) found in the RT-60, many

operators prefer the RC60 for its mechanical simplicity and the absence of complex computer-controlled exhaust

aftertreatment systems, which can be prone to failure in dusty environments.

7. Field Guide: Common Failure Modes and Solutions

Even with rigorous maintenance, heavy machinery faces operational challenges. The following table identifies

common issues found in the RC60 and their technical resolutions.



Problem Probable Cause Diagnostic / Solution

Loss of Drive Power Clogged hydraulic case drain filter. Replace the internal case drain filter; 
check for metal shavings.

Excessive Track Vibration Flat spots on rollers or seized 
bearings.

Inspect poly-rollers; replace if outer 
coating is delaminated.

Slow Hydraulic Response Main relief valve bypass. Shim or replace the relief valve in the 
08-A assembly.

Overheating in Summer Clogged radiator/cooler fins. Use compressed air to clean the side-
by-side cooler stack.

Advanced Troubleshooting: The Case Drain Filter

A specific technical quirk of the ASV line is the case drain filter. If this small filter becomes clogged, backpressure

builds up in the drive motor housings. This pressure can blow out the high-pressure shaft seals, leading to a

massive hydraulic leak and an expensive repair. Proactive replacement of these filters every 500 hours is a high-

yield maintenance strategy for any RC60 owner.

8. The Role of the Master Parts Manual and Technical Documentation

For the senior technician, the Master Parts Manual (2030-223) is more than just a list of items; it is a blueprint for 

the machine’s longevity. The manual provides exploded views of the Cab Assembly (Serial # RSE 00101-1713)

and the chassis, allowing for the precise identification of bushings, pins, and seals. Using genuine ASV or high-

quality aftermarket parts (available via platforms like TrackLoaderParts.com) ensures that the machine remains

within its original engineering tolerances.

Integration with Third-Party Platforms

Interestingly, the RC60 base unit was also utilized by other manufacturers, such as Fecon, for specialized mulching

equipment. This cross-brand utilization means that wiring schematics and hydraulic diagrams for an ASV RC60 are

often identical to those used in specialized forestry mowers. When a standard ASV schematic is unavailable, cross-

referencing Fecon service bulletins can often yield the necessary data for electrical repairs.

Synthesizing the RC60 Operational Lifecycle

The ASV RC60 remains a gold standard for low-impact earthmoving. Its design balances the raw power of the

Perkins diesel engine with the finesse of the Posi-Track undercarriage. Successfully managing an RC60 requires a

dual focus: understanding the nuances of the 08-A hydraulic control assembly and maintaining the integrity of the

flexible track system. By adhering to the technical specifications and maintenance intervals provided in the master

service manuals, operators can ensure that these machines provide reliable service for thousands of hours.

As the industry moves toward more complex, electronically controlled machines, the RC60 stands as a testament

to efficient, accessible engineering. Whether utilized for residential landscaping, forest management, or light

construction, the technical foundations of the RC60—low ground pressure, high traction, and modular hydraulic

design—continue to influence the design of modern compact track loaders today. For the technician, the

combination of accessible parts diagrams and a robust mechanical layout ensures that the RC60 will remain a

staple in the field for years to come.
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