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The quest for the lost continent of Atlantis has transitioned from the realm of speculative mythology into the 

rigorous domain of geosciences, climatology, and comparative philology. Historically, the search for Atlantis was 

confined to the Atlantic Ocean, spurred by a literal interpretation of Plato’s Timaeus and Critias. However, the late 

Professor Arysio Santos, a nuclear physicist and geologist, proposed a paradigm-shifting hypothesis: that Atlantis 

was not located in the Atlantic, but was a vast, sunken continent now known as the Sunda Shelfin Southeast Asia,

encompassing modern-day Indonesia, Malaysia, and the Philippines.

This technical analysis explores the foundational arguments of the Santos hypothesis, examining the convergence 

of bathymetric data, eustatic sea-level fluctuationsat the end of the Last Glacial Maximum (LGM), and the

linguistic archetypes that link the Indonesian archipelago to the cradle of civilization. By applying a multidisciplinary

framework, we can evaluate the viability of the Sundaland region as the definitive localization of Plato's lost

civilization.

The Geological Framework: Sundaland and the Pleistocene-Holocene 
Transition

The primary technical pillar of the Santos hypothesis resides in the geological history of the Sunda Shelf. During

the Pleistocene epoch, global sea levels were approximately 120 to 130 meters lower than they are today. This

exposed a massive continental landmass—Sundaland—which connected the islands of Sumatra, Java, and

Borneo to the Asian mainland.

Sea Level Rise and the Submergence Mechanism

The submergence of Atlantis, according to Plato, occurred in a single day and night of misfortune. From a 

geological perspective, while a total continental sinking in 24 hours is impossible under current plate tectonic 

models, the Santos hypothesis aligns this with the Meltwater Pulse 1A (MWP-1A) and Meltwater Pulse 1B 

(MWP-1B). These events represent periods of rapid sea-level rise following the collapse of glacial ice sheets.

•  Catastrophic Flooding: The sudden breaching of natural dikes or the occurrence of massive tsunamis 

triggered by volcanic activity (such as the Krakatoa or Toba systems) could have caused localized, rapid inundation 

that entered historical memory as a singular cataclysm.

•  Tectonic Instability: The Sundaland region sits at the intersection of the Eurasian, Indo-Australian, and 

Philippine Sea plates. This "Triple Junction" is one of the most seismically active zones on Earth, providing a 

plausible mechanism for the earthquakes mentioned in Plato's accounts.

•  Thermal Expansion and Volcanism: Santos argues that the explosive power of Indonesian volcanoes (the 

"Pillars of Hercules" in his model) played a dual role in both the climate shifts and the physical destruction of 

coastal settlements.

Comparison of Plato's Metrics vs. Sundaland Geography

To validate the localization, we must compare the physical descriptions provided in the Critiaswith the geographic

reality of the Sunda Shelf.



Plato's Description Traditional Atlantic Theory Santos' Sundaland Hypothesis

Location Outside the Pillars of Hercules 
(Gibraltar)

The Malay Peninsula/Indonesian 
Straits as the "Pillars"

Size Larger than Libya and Asia combined Matches the 2 million km² area of the 
Sunda Shelf

Climate Vague / Temperate Tropical; Perpetual summer allowing 
two harvests per year

Resources Orichalcum, abundant timber, 
elephants

Rich in gold/copper (Orichalcum), 
teak/sandalwood, native elephants

Submergence Shoal of mud blocking navigation The shallow, muddy waters of the 
Java Sea and South China Sea

Technical Analysis of Orichalcum and Ancient Metallurgy

One of the most specific details in the Atlantis narrative is the use of Orichalcum, a reddish metal second only to 

gold in value. In the context of Southeast Asian geology, the region is part of the Tethyan Metallogenic Belt,

renowned for its massive copper-gold porphyry deposits.

Metallurgical Composition

Santos hypothesized that Orichalcum was a naturally occurring or highly refined alloy of copper and gold, possibly 

including traces of zinc or silver. The "reddish glow" described by Plato corresponds with the high-purity copper 

found in the Indonesian archipelago. Furthermore, the technical capability for advanced metallurgy in the region is 

evidenced by the Dong Son culture, which, although later in the archaeological record, points to a long-standing

tradition of sophisticated metalworking in the Sunda region.

The "Eden" Correlation

Santos extends his technical analysis into the realm of Archeomythology, suggesting that Indonesia is the site of

the biblical Eden. He argues that the four rivers mentioned in Genesis correspond to the drowned river systems of

the Sunda Shelf (the North and East Sunda River systems), which were mapped using high-resolution sonar and

seismic reflection profiling.

Linguistic and Philological Evidence: The "Atlantis" Etymology

The term "Atlantis" is traditionally linked to Atlas, the Titan who held up the sky. However, Santos proposes a

different linguistic root based on Sanskrit and Dravidian languages, which he argues were influenced by the original

language of the Sundaland inhabitants.

Sanskrit Roots

The author suggests that "Atlantis" derives from the Sanskrit roots 'Atala' (a sunken land or underworld) and 

'Antala'. In Hindu cosmology, Atala is one of the seven netherworlds, often depicted as a place of immense wealth

and architectural splendor that was lost. This linguistic bridge suggests that the story of Atlantis traveled from

Southeast Asia to India, and eventually to Egypt, where Solon (the Greek lawmaker) first encountered it.

Technical Breakdown of Phonetic Shifts



1.  Proto-Austronesian Diffusion: Migration patterns following the flooding of Sundaland (the "Out of Sundaland" 

theory) carried both genetic markers and linguistic archetypes westward.

2.  Toponymy: Mapping the names of ancient cities in Sumatra and Java against the circular city plan of Atlantis. 

Santos identifies the "Plain of Atlantis" with the vast alluvial plains of the now-submerged shelf.

Case Study: The Bathymetric Mapping of the Sunda Shelf

Modern oceanography provides the most compelling evidence for Santos’ claims. By utilizing General Bathymetric 

Chart of the Oceans (GEBCO) data, researchers can reconstruct the paleogeography of 11,000 BCE.

The Alluvial Plain and Irrigation Systems

Plato described a massive, rectangular plain surrounded by mountains and intersected by a sophisticated network 

of irrigation canals. Analysis of the North Sunda Riverbasin reveals a vast, low-lying area that would have been

protected from the sea by coastal ridges. This area, when modeled with 11,000-year-old sea levels, matches the

dimensions of Plato's "Great Plain" almost perfectly.

Seismic Reflection Profiling

Technical surveys using seismic reflection have identified paleochannels and potential man-made anomalies

beneath the sediment of the Java Sea. These features suggest the presence of controlled water management

systems, though deep-sea archaeological excavation remains a challenge due to the high cost and visibility issues

in the sediment-rich waters of the tropics.

Comparison of Competing Localization Theories

To understand the technical superiority of the Sundaland hypothesis, it must be evaluated against other popular

candidates.



Candidate Site Strengths Weaknesses

Santorini (Thera) Volcanic eruption (1600 BCE), 
Minoan link

Too small; Wrong timeline (Plato said 
9,000 years before his time)

Richat Structure (Mauritania) Circular structure, geographic size No evidence of marine submergence; 
Geologically an eroded dome

Azores/Mid-Atlantic Literal interpretation of "Atlantic 
Ocean"

Oceanography shows no evidence of 
a sunken continent in the Atlantic 
basin

Sundaland (Santos) Matches timeline, size, climate, and 
sea-level data

Requires acceptance of advanced 
prehistoric maritime culture

Operational Challenges and Archaeological Verification

While the theoretical and geological data support the Sundaland hypothesis, field verification faces significant

hurdles. A technical guide for future underwater archaeological missions in the Sunda Shelf must address the

following:

1. Sedimentation and Overburden

The Sunda Shelf is covered by thick layers of Holocene sediment (mud and silt) deposited by the discharging rivers

over the last 10,000 years. Archaeological sites are likely buried 5 to 20 meters beneath the seabed.

•  Solution: Use of Sub-Bottom Profilers (SBP) and Side-Scan Sonar with frequencies capable of penetrating 

soft sediments.

•  Target Areas: Focus on the edges of the paleoriver valleys where settlements would likely have been 

concentrated.

2. Marine Environment Dynamics

The shallow nature of the Java Sea leads to high turbidity and strong currents, making traditional SCUBA-based

archaeology difficult.

•  Solution: Deployment of Remotely Operated Vehicles (ROVs) equipped with high-definition LIDAR and robotic 

sampling arms.

3. Chemical Weathering

In tropical marine environments, organic materials and even certain metals degrade rapidly.

•  Solution: Focus on Lithic analysis (stone structures) and ceramic fragments, which are more resistant to 

chemical weathering over millennia.

The Synthesis of Climatology and Mythology

The brilliance of Arysio Santos' work lies in his ability to synthesize the hard sciences with ancient narratives. He 

argues that the end of the Ice Agewas not just a climatic event but the catalyst for the fall of the first global

civilization. The "Atlantis" found in Indonesia represents a lost chapter of human history where the transition from

hunter-gatherer societies to organized, metallurgical, and maritime civilizations occurred much earlier than

currently accepted in the standard archaeological model (the Neolithic Revolution).



The implications of the Sundaland hypothesis extend beyond the discovery of a lost city; they suggest that the

origins of Indo-European, Egyptian, and Semitic cultures may be traced back to a common Austronesian/

Sundaland root. This "Out of Sundaland" model is increasingly supported by genetic studies showing a pulse of

migration from Southeast Asia into the Indian subcontinent and beyond following the rising sea levels of the early

Holocene.

Strategic Implications for Modern Science

The validation of the Santos hypothesis would necessitate a complete rewrite of human prehistory. It shifts the 

"Cradle of Civilization" from the Fertile Crescent to the now-submerged plains of the South China Sea. For 

researchers, the focus must now move from literature to underwater geophysics. The data provided by Prof.

Santos serves as a technical roadmap, pointing to specific coordinates where the bathymetry matches the ancient

texts.

As we advance our capabilities in deep-sea exploration, the "Lost Continent" may finally be mapped not as a myth,

but as a tangible, geological reality that shaped the trajectory of human development. The technical alignment of

Plato’s 9,000-year timeline with the actual termination of the Last Glacial Maximum remains the most compelling

piece of evidence that Atlantis was, and is, the sunken heart of Southeast Asia.
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