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In the modern industrial landscape, compressed air is often categorized as the "fourth utility," standing alongside 

electricity, water, and gas. Within this critical domain, Atlas Copco has established a legacy of engineering 

excellence, particularly through its portable air compressor range. This guide provides a high-level technical 

breakdown of compressed air technology, focusing on the Atlas Copco XAS 36, a cornerstone of portable

pneumatic power. By exploring the mechanical nuances, thermodynamic principles, and operational maintenance

protocols outlined in the 9th Edition Compressed Air Manual, engineers and operators can optimize system

efficiency and longevity.

1. Theoretical Framework: The Physics of Compressed Air

1.1 Thermodynamics and Gas Laws

To understand the operation of the Atlas Copco XAS 36, one must first grasp the underlying physics of air 

compression. The process is governed by the Ideal Gas Law (PV = nRT)and the relationship between pressure,

volume, and temperature. In a rotary screw compressor like the XAS series, air is compressed polytropically. As the

volume (V) decreases, the pressure (P) increases, which simultaneously generates a significant amount of thermal

energy (T).

The Heat of Compressionis a critical factor in system design. For every 1 bar of pressure increase, the air

temperature rises significantly. Atlas Copco's engineering focuses on managing this heat through advanced oil-

injection cooling, ensuring that the internal components remain within safe thermal operating limits while

maximizing the density of the discharged air.

1.2 The Rotary Screw Mechanism

The XAS 36 utilizes a rotary screw element, consisting of male and female rotors. As these rotors mesh, they

reduce the space available for the trapped air, forcing it through the discharge port at the required pressure. Unlike

reciprocating compressors, the rotary screw provides a continuous, pulsation-free flow of air, which is essential for

sensitive pneumatic tools and industrial applications.

2. Technical Specifications and Performance Analysis: The XAS 36 Yd

The Atlas Copco XAS 36 Yd is a diesel-driven, single-stage, oil-injected screw compressor designed for versatility

and high mobility. Below is a detailed technical analysis of its core performance metrics based on the official

technical data.

2.1 Core Engineering Metrics



Feature Technical Specification Unit of Measure

Volume Flow (Free Air Delivery) 2.1 m³/min

Volume Flow (cfm) 74 cu.ft/min

Normal Working Pressure 7 bar (g)

Maximum Unloading Pressure 8.5 bar (g)

Engine Model Yanmar Diesel N/A

Engine Power at Rated Speed 15.3 kW

Weight (Ready to Operate) 460 kg

Fuel Tank Capacity 30 Liters

2.2 The "HardHat" Design Philosophy

One of the standout features of the XAS 36 is its hood concept enclosure. Engineered using high-density

polyethylene (HDPE), the "HardHat" canopy provides superior impact resistance compared to traditional metal

housings. This design is not merely aesthetic; it serves as a critical sound-attenuation barrier and a protective

shield against corrosive environmental elements, extending the unit's field life in harsh construction or mining

environments.

3. Operational Workflow and System Integration

3.1 Pre-Operational Checklist

System longevity is predicated on rigorous adherence to startup protocols. Before initiating the Yanmar diesel

engine, operators must perform the following technical inspections:

•  Fluid Level Verification: Check engine oil, compressor oil, and fuel levels. The use of Atlas Copco PAROIL is 

recommended to maintain optimal viscosity and thermal stability.

•  Air Filter Integrity: Inspect the heavy-duty air intake filter. A clogged filter increases the compression ratio and 

leads to premature rotor wear.

•  Vessel Pressure: Ensure the air receiver tank is drained of any accumulated condensate to prevent water 

carryover into the pneumatic lines.

•  Safety Valve Inspection: Manually verify that the pressure relief valve moves freely to prevent catastrophic 

over-pressurization.

3.2 Loading and Regulation Logic

The XAS 36 employs a sophisticated stepless regulating system. This mechanical-pneumatic feedback loop 

adjusts the engine speed and the air inlet valve in direct response to the air demand. When demand decreases, the 

regulator closes the inlet valve and throttles the engine to an idle state, significantly reducing fuel consumption and 

mechanical stress. This unloading mechanism is a key factor in Atlas Copco's reputation for energy efficiency.

4. Maintenance Engineering: Lubrication and Filtration



4.1 The Lubrication Circuit

In an oil-injected screw compressor, the lubricant performs four vital functions: Cooling, Lubrication, Sealing, and 

Cleaning. The oil is injected into the compression chamber to absorb the heat of compression and seal the gaps

between the rotors. It is then separated from the compressed air in the separator vessel through a multi-stage

centrifugal and coalescing process.

4.2 Maintenance Intervals (Standard Operating Conditions)



Component Action Required Interval (Hours)

Compressor Oil Change 1,000 / Yearly

Oil Filter Replace 500

Air Filter Element Inspect/Replace 250 / Based on Indicator

Separator Element Replace 1,000

Engine Coolant Check/Flush 2,000 / Bi-Annually

5. Mathematical Models for Air System Efficiency

To evaluate the performance of the XAS 36 within a broader pneumatic network, engineers use several key

formulas. Understanding these allows for better sizing and tool integration.

5.1 Specific Power Consumption (SPC)

SPC is the measure of how much energy is required to produce a specific volume of air. It is calculated as:

SPC = Power Input (kW) / Volume Flow (m³/min)

For the XAS 36 at full load:15.3 kW / 2.1 m³/min = 7.28 kW/(m³/min)

This value is used to compare the efficiency of the XAS 36 against larger or competitor units. A lower SPC

indicates higher energy efficiency.

5.2 Pressure Drop Calculations

When transporting air through hoses to tools (e.g., jackhammers or sandblasting nozzles), pressure drop 

(&Delta;P) occurs due to friction. The Darcy-Weisbach equation is often simplified for compressed air:

&Delta;P = (L * f * Q²) / (d^5 * P)

Where:L = Hose lengthQ = Flow rated = Internal diameterP = Initial pressure

To minimize energy loss, operators should use the largest practical hose diameter and keep the distance between

the XAS 36 and the work point as short as possible.

6. Troubleshooting and Failure Mode Analysis

Field operations often present challenges that can lead to downtime. The following matrix outlines common issues

and their engineering solutions.

6.1 Failure Modes and Solutions



Symptom Probable Cause Technical Resolution

High Discharge Temperature Insufficient oil level or clogged oil 
cooler.

Verify oil level; clean cooler fins with 
compressed air; check thermal 
bypass valve.

Oil Carryover in Air Ruptured separator element or 
blocked scavenge line.

Replace separator element; clean the 
scavenge line orifice and check valve.

Unusual Noise/Vibration Worn bearings or loose drive coupling. Conduct vibration analysis; inspect 
rotor clearances; tighten engine-to-
element couplings.

Engine Fails to Load Faulty loading valve or air leak in 
control circuit.

Inspect pneumatic control lines; 
rebuild the loading/unloading valve 
assembly.

7. Quality Standards and Environmental Compliance

The 9th Edition of the Atlas Copco Compressed Air Manual emphasizes compliance with international standards to

ensure safety and air quality.

7.1 ISO 8573-1: Air Quality Classes

Compressed air contains contaminants (water, oil, and dust). For sensitive applications, the XAS 36 output must be

filtered to meet specific ISO classes. While the standard XAS 36 is suitable for general construction (Class 4 or 5

for oil), adding downstream coalescing filters and desiccant dryers can elevate the air quality to Class 1, suitable for

pharmaceutical or electronics manufacturing.

7.2 Sound Pressure Levels

In urban environments, noise pollution is a regulatory concern. The XAS 36 is designed to meet Directive 2000/14/

EC, ensuring that the sound power level (LwA) remains within permissible limits, typically around 98 dB(A), which

translates to a significantly lower sound pressure level at a 7-meter distance, allowing for operation in residential

areas.

8. Advanced Implementation: The Digital Twin and Remote Monitoring

Modern iterations of Atlas Copco equipment are increasingly integrated with FleetLink or similar telematics 

systems. This allows for real-time monitoring of engine RPM, fuel consumption, and service alerts. By leveraging 

data analytics, companies can transition from reactive maintenance to Predictive Maintenance, where

components are replaced based on actual wear patterns and sensor data rather than fixed hourly intervals.

The integration of digital manuals and parts lookup tools, such as the XAS 36 Parts Lookup system, ensures that 

technicians have immediate access to exploded diagrams and OEM part numbers. This reduces the Mean Time To 

Repair (MTTR)and ensures that the machine is restored using components engineered specifically for the rotary

screw's exacting tolerances.

Summary of Broader Implications

The Atlas Copco XAS 36 represents a synthesis of mechanical reliability and thermodynamic efficiency. Its

compact footprint and 460 kg weight make it an ideal solution for modular work sites, while its 2.1 m³/min delivery



ensures it can power a wide array of pneumatic equipment. Understanding the technical nuances—from the

specific power consumption to the intricate lubrication requirements—is essential for any organization aiming to

maximize their return on investment in compressed air technology.

As the industry moves toward more sustainable practices, the focus will continue to shift toward maximizing the 

Work per Unit of Fuel. The XAS 36, with its efficient Yanmar engine and precision-engineered screw elements,

remains at the forefront of this evolution. By adhering to the guidelines established in the 9th Edition Manual and

implementing the maintenance strategies discussed herein, operators can ensure their compressed air systems

deliver peak performance for thousands of operational hours, securing the backbone of their industrial

infrastructure.
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