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The Evolution of Portable Compressed Air: An Analysis of the Atlas Copco 
XAS 66 DD

In the realm of mobile industrial equipment, few machines have established a reputation for reliability as robust as 

the Atlas Copco XAS 66 DD. Belonging to the esteemed Series 6family, which includes models such as the XAS

46, 56, and 76, this single-axle rotary screw compressor was designed to meet the rigorous demands of the

construction and mining sectors. The XAS 66 DD serves as a bridge between compact utility and heavy-duty

performance, delivering a significant volume of compressed air—typically measured between 100 and 130 CFM

(Cubic Feet per Minute)—within a highly portable frame. This article provides an exhaustive technical breakdown of

the XAS 66 DD, exploring its mechanical architecture, thermodynamic principles, and the stringent maintenance

protocols required to ensure its operational longevity.

Understanding the Rotary Screw Compression Mechanism

The core of the Atlas Copco XAS 66 DD is its oil-injected rotary screw element. Unlike traditional reciprocating

compressors that rely on pistons and valves, the rotary screw mechanism utilizes two intermeshing helical rotors—

the male and the female—to decrease the volume of trapped air, thereby increasing its pressure. This continuous

process allows for a pulse-free flow of air, which is critical for pneumatic tools and sensitive industrial applications.

Male and Female Rotor Dynamics

The male rotor typically features four lobes, while the female rotor features six flutes. As the engine drives the male 

rotor, it rotates the female rotor through an oil film. The volumetric efficiency of this system is governed by the 

precision of the clearances between these rotors and the compressor housing. In the XAS 66 DD, these tolerances 

are engineered to micrometer precisionto minimize 'blow-back'—the leakage of air from the high-pressure

discharge side back to the low-pressure suction side.

The Role of Oil Injection

Oil in the XAS 66 DD serves three primary functions beyond simple lubrication: cooling, sealing, and noise 

dampening. As air is compressed, its temperature rises significantly due to the heat of compression. The injection 

of Atlas Copco mineral compressor oilabsorbs this heat, preventing the rotors from expanding and seizing.

Furthermore, the oil creates a hydraulic seal between the rotors, significantly increasing the compression efficiency.

Finally, the viscous nature of the oil film dampens the mechanical vibrations and high-frequency noise generated by

the high-speed rotation of the helical gears.

Technical Specifications and Engineering Parameters

The XAS 66 DD is powered by a high-torque diesel engine (the 'DD' designation typically referring to the Deutz

Diesel integration common in this series). Engineering these units requires a balance between power output, fuel



consumption, and acoustic emissions. Below is a detailed technical matrix for the XAS 66 DD and its Series 6

counterparts.



Feature / Model XAS 46 XAS 56 XAS 66 DD XAS 76

Free Air Delivery 
(CFM)

90 110 130 150

Normal Working 
Pressure (psi)

102 102 102 102

Engine Type Deutz F2M2011 Deutz F3M2011 Deutz F3M2011 Deutz F3M2011

Full Load Speed 
(RPM)

2300 2300 2300 2300

Fuel Tank Capacity 
(L)

40 40 40 80

Weight (Fixed 
Towbar)

710 kg 725 kg 745 kg 860 kg

Thermodynamic Efficiency Calculations

To understand the performance of the XAS 66 DD, one must consider the Polytropic Compression process. The 

power required for compression ($P$) can be estimated using the formula: P = [n / (n-1)] * P1 * Q1 * [(P2/

P1)^((n-1)/n) - 1]Where:n is the polytropic index (typically 1.15 to 1.3 for oil-injected screws).P1 is the absolute 

inlet pressure.P2 is the absolute discharge pressure.Q1 is the inlet volume flow rate.

Operational Safety and Pressure Management

Operating high-pressure machinery involves inherent risks. The XAS 66 DD manual emphasizes several critical 

safety zones. The outlet valves, for instance, are under extreme pressure. Operators are strictly warned against 

standing directly in front of these valves during operation or when purging the system. Furthermore, the risk of 

electrocutionis noted in units equipped with integrated generators (G-versions), requiring stringent grounding

protocols.

Pressure Control Systems

The pressure control system in the XAS 66 DD is a pneumatic-mechanical feedback loop. It consists of a regulator 

valve and a loading/unloading valve. When the pressure in the air receiver reaches the preset maximum

(typically 7 bar or 102 psi), the regulator sends a signal to the loading valve, which closes the intake air butterfly

valve. Simultaneously, the engine drops to idle speed. This 'unloaded' state reduces fuel consumption and

mechanical wear when the air demand is low.

Comprehensive Maintenance and Service Protocols

Maintenance for the Atlas Copco XAS 66 DD is divided into daily checks and periodic deep-service intervals. 

Failure to adhere to these schedules can result in oil carryover, engine overheating, or catastrophic screw element

failure.

Daily (Every 24 Hours) Inspection Checklist

1.  Oil Level Check: Ensure the compressor oil level is in the center of the sight glass when the machine is on a 

level surface.



2.  Water Separator Drainage: Open the drain valve on the fuel system to remove any accumulated 

condensation.

3.  Air Filter Dust Collector: Empty the dust collector on the heavy-duty air filter.

4.  Leakage Inspection: Conduct a visual scan for oil or fuel leaks on the engine and compressor housing.

Periodic Service Intervals

•  Initial 50 Hours: Change the oil filter and check the belt tension. This is critical for 'seating' the components in 

a new or rebuilt unit.

•  Every 500 Hours: Replace the engine oil and oil filter. Inspect the air filter elements and replace them if the 

restriction indicator shows red.

•  Every 1,000 Hours: Comprehensive service including replacement of the Oil Separator Element. This element 

is vital; if it becomes clogged or damaged, oil will bypass the separation stage and enter the discharge air, 

potentially damaging pneumatic tools and increasing oil consumption.

Troubleshooting Common Failure Modes

Industrial technicians often encounter specific challenges with the XAS 66 DD. Identifying these symptoms early

can prevent expensive downtime.

1. High Discharge Temperature

If the unit shuts down due to high temperature, the primary suspects are the oil cooler fins. In construction 

environments, these fins often become clogged with dust. Cleaning them with compressed air (in the opposite 

direction of the cooling fan flow) is the standard remedy. Additionally, a faulty thermostatic valvemay be

preventing oil from circulating through the cooler.

2. Excessive Oil in Air (Oil Carryover)

When oil is visible in the discharge air, it usually indicates a rupture in the oil separator element or an overfilled oil

sump. It can also be caused by operating the compressor at pressures significantly below its rated 7 bar, as the low

pressure prevents the separator from functioning optimally.

3. Engine Cranks but Won't Start

Given the Deutz engine's reliance on fuel purity, this is often a fuel-air lockissue. Priming the fuel system via the

manual lift pump and checking the solenoid valve on the fuel injection pump are the first steps in the diagnostic

workflow.

Step-by-Step Guide to Changing the Oil Separator

Changing the oil separator is perhaps the most technical maintenance task for the XAS 66 DD. Follow these steps

precisely:

1.  Depressurize: Stop the machine and wait at least 3 minutes for the internal pressure to vent through the 

automatic blow-down valve.

2.  Remove the Cover: Unscrew the bolts on the separator vessel lid. Note the position of the scavenge line (the 

small copper or plastic tube).

3.  Replace Element: Lift out the old element. Ensure the new element has the integral grounding staples in 

place. These staples prevent the buildup of static electricity, which could otherwise cause an internal fire within the 

vessel.

4.  Clean Scavenge Line: Ensure the orifice in the scavenge line is clear. If this line is blocked, the oil that 

collects at the bottom of the separator cannot be returned to the compressor element.



5.  Seal and Torque: Replace the O-ring, reseat the lid, and tighten the bolts in a cross-pattern to the specified 

torque.

The Impact of Ambient Conditions on Performance

The XAS 66 DD is rated for performance at standard atmospheric conditions (20°C at sea level). However, 

operational environments vary. As altitude increases, the air density decreases, which reduces the Mass Flow Rate

of the compressor. For every 1,000 meters of elevation, a performance de-rating of approximately 3-5% should be

expected. Similarly, high ambient temperatures reduce the cooling efficiency of the oil, necessitating more frequent

cleaning of the heat exchangers.

Summary of Engineering Excellence

The Atlas Copco XAS 66 DD remains a benchmark in portable air technology because of its balanced design. By

integrating a reliable Deutz power plant with a high-efficiency rotary screw element, Atlas Copco created a machine

that handles the harsh realities of the field while maintaining the precision of a factory-grade stationary compressor.

For owners and operators, success with this unit depends on a deep understanding of its pneumatic circuits and a

disciplined approach to the 24-hour and 500-hour service intervals. Whether powering jackhammers on a highway

project or providing utility air for a remote mining site, the XAS 66 DD exemplifies the intersection of

thermodynamic theory and practical mechanical engineering. By following the protocols outlined in the instruction

manual and maintaining the integrity of the oil-injection system, users can expect thousands of hours of reliable,

high-pressure service.
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