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The construction industry in the United Kingdom is currently navigating a period of unprecedented regulatory 

transformation. With the introduction of the Building Safety Act 2022 and the subsequent updates to the Building 

Regulations in June 2022, the complexity of ensuring compliance has increased exponentially. Traditionally, building 

designs in the UK have been checked manually against a frequently changing and increasingly complex set of 

regulations. This manual process is not only time-consuming but also prone to human error, which can lead to 

significant safety risks, legal liabilities, and financial losses. As the industry moves toward digital transformation, 

Automated Compliance Checking (ACC) and Automated Rule Checking (ARC) integrated with Building 

Information Modeling (BIM) have emerged as critical solutions for modernizing the built environment.

The Landscape of UK Building Compliance and the Necessity for 
Automation

For decades, the UK construction sector relied on the subjective interpretation of Approved Documents. Building

control officers and approved inspectors manually reviewed 2D drawings and specifications to ensure adherence to

standards ranging from Part L (Conservation of fuel and power) to Part B (Fire safety). However, the manual

approach is no longer sustainable for several reasons:

•  Complexity of Regulations: Modern building codes involve intricate interdependencies between thermal 

performance, structural integrity, and life safety systems.

•  Information Density: A contemporary BIM model contains thousands of data points that are difficult to verify 

manually.

•  Regulatory Updates: Frequent changes, such as those seen in June 2022, require rapid reassessment of 

existing designs.

•  The Golden Thread: The requirement for a digital record of building information throughout its lifecycle 

necessitates automated verification tools to ensure data integrity.

Research indicates that a detailed framework for automated compliance checking is essential for translating these 

complex regulations into machine-readable rules. By shifting from manual oversight to an automated compliance 

ecosystem, the industry can achieve higher accuracy and streamline the approval process.

Theoretical Framework: Defining Automated Rule Checking (ARC)

Automated Rule Checking (ARC) is the process of using software to assess a building design according to various 

criteria, ranging from spatial requirements to safety codes. At its core, ARC requires three distinct components: the 

Regulatory Knowledge Base, the Building Model (BIM), and the Rule Engine.

1. The Regulatory Knowledge Base

This component involves the transformation of human-readable legal text (such as UK Building Regulations) into 

machine-executable logic. This often involves Natural Language Processing (NLP) or semantic web technologies 

like Ontologies and SPARQLqueries. The goal is to eliminate ambiguity in phrases like "adequate provision" or

"reasonable distance" by defining them with precise numerical constraints.



2. Building Information Modeling (BIM) as the Data Source

For automation to work, the digital model must be rich in semantic information. Industry Foundation Classes (IFC)

serve as the primary neutral data format for this purpose. ARC systems extract geometric data (lengths, areas,

volumes) and non-geometric data (fire ratings, U-values, material properties) from the BIM to feed the analysis

engine.

3. The Rule Engine

The rule engine is the software logic that compares the data from the BIM against the constraints in the knowledge 

base. It identifies non-compliance, such as a corridor being too narrow for wheelchair access or a fire door lacking 

the required rating. Modern engines are moving toward Reasoning Algorithmsthat can handle complex spatial

relationships.

Technical Analysis: The Four Stages of Automated Compliance

According to leading research in digital construction compliance, the execution of ARC follows a rigorous four-stage

procedure. Understanding these stages is vital for engineers and BIM managers looking to implement these

systems.



Stage Process Name Key Technical Activities

Stage 1 Rule Interpretation Decomposing building codes into 
atomic rules; identifying logical 
operators (AND, OR, IF-THEN).

Stage 2 Model Preparation Ensuring BIM data follows Model 
View Definitions (MVD); checking for 
missing attributes.

Stage 3 Rule Execution Running the logic engine against the 
model; checking geometric and 
semantic constraints.

Stage 4 Reporting Generating compliance reports; 
highlighting failures in the 3D 
environment for remediation.

Rule Interpretation and Knowledge Management

One of the greatest hurdles is "translating" the UK Building Regulations. For instance, the safety rules for MEP 

(Mechanical, Electrical, and Plumbing) systems are often buried in dense technical manuals. An automated 

system must categorize these rules into Pass/Fail checks, Warning checks (where manual intervention is needed), 

and Informational checks. Advanced systems use Knowledge Management (KM)frameworks to store these rules

in a centralized repository that updates automatically when legislation changes.

IFC Mapping and Semantic Gaps

A frequent point of failure in ARC is the Semantic Gap—the difference between how a human perceives a "wall" 

and how a computer perceives an IfcWall object. If the architect has not correctly tagged an object, the rule engine 

will ignore it. Technical writers and BIM coordinators must enforce strict Model View Definitions (MVDs)to ensure

that the necessary information is exported correctly for the compliance check to be valid.

Deep Dive: Automated Rule Checking for MEP and Safety Systems

Mechanical, Electrical, and Plumbing (MEP) systems present a unique challenge for automated checking due to

their high density and complex connectivity. Automated safety compliance rule checkers for MEP must evaluate not

just the components themselves, but their relationships to other building elements.

MEP Compliance Logic Example

Consider the rule for fire dampers in ventilation ducting passing through fire-rated compartments. A manual check

requires looking at every duct penetration across multiple floors. An automated rule-based system follows this logic:

1.  Identify all IfcFlowSegment (Ducts) that intersect with IfcWall or IfcSlab objects.

2.  Query the FireRating attribute of the intersected wall.

3.  Verify if the damper's FireRating matches or exceeds the wall's FireRating.

By automating this, a check that would take a human hours can be completed in seconds with 100% coverage of

the model.

Comparative Evaluation: Manual vs. Automated Compliance

The transition to ARC is often justified by a business case focusing on efficiency and risk mitigation. The following



table compares traditional manual methods with modern automated ecosystems.



Feature Manual Compliance Checking Automated Compliance Checking 
(ACC)

Speed Slow, linear process; weeks per 
iteration.

Near-instantaneous; minutes for full 
model.

Accuracy Subjective, prone to human fatigue. Objective, consistent, and repeatable.

Scope Sampling-based (checking 10-20% of 
design).

Holistic (100% coverage of model 
data).

Cost High labor costs per project. Initial high setup cost; low marginal 
cost.

Audit Trail Paper-based or disjointed digital 
notes.

Automated log of all checks (Golden 
Thread).

Practical Implementation: A Field Guide for UK Firms

Implementing ARC is not merely a software purchase; it is a shift in organizational workflow. UK firms looking to

align with the House of Commons Library recommendations on building safety should follow these implementation

steps:

Step 1: Information Requirements (EIR/AIR)

Define clear Exchange Information Requirements (EIR). You cannot check what is not there. Specify exactly

which parameters (e.g., LoadBearing, IsExternal, FireRating) must be populated in the BIM model at each RIBA

Stage.

Step 2: Selecting the Rule Engine

Choose between proprietary solutions (like Solibri or Navisworks with custom plugins) and open-source

frameworks (like IfcOpenShell or BIMserver). Proprietary solutions are easier to deploy, while open-source

frameworks offer more flexibility for complex UK-specific regulations.

Step 3: Pilot Project and Rule Validation

Before full-scale deployment, run a pilot on a completed project. Manually check the results of the automated tool

to calibrate the rules. This ensures that the "logic" of the code matches the "spirit" of the building regulations.

Step 4: Continuous Operational Checking

Move automated compliance from the design phase to the operational phase. As assets are maintained or

refurbished, the digital twin should be re-checked against current regulations to ensure that no unauthorized

changes have compromised the building's safety certificate.

Troubleshooting Failure Modes in Automated Checking

Even the most advanced ARC systems can fail. Understanding these failure modes is essential for technical writers

and auditors.

•  Data Incompleteness: The "GIGO" (Garbage In, Garbage Out) principle applies. If a door is modeled as a 

generic object rather than a door, the fire safety check will fail to identify it.

•  Geometric Complexity: Rule engines often struggle with non-orthogonal geometries or complex curved 



surfaces, leading to "false negatives" in clash detection or clearance checks.

•  Rule Conflict: Sometimes two regulations conflict (e.g., security vs. fire egress). The system must be 

programmed to flag these conflicts for human arbitration rather than simply failing the model.

•  Versioning Issues: Using an outdated version of a rule set against a model designed for new regulations can 

lead to massive non-compliance reports that are technically incorrect.

The Future of ARC: Moving Beyond Basic Compliance

The future of building regulations in the UK lies in a coherent automated compliance ecosystem. This involves

moving beyond simple geometric checks toward integrated knowledge bases that include carbon footprint analysis,

occupancy safety, and structural health monitoring.

As digital approaches to construction compliance checking mature, we will see the rise of Real-time Compliance. 

Imagine a scenario where an architect moves a wall in a cloud-based BIM environment, and a small notification 

instantly appears: "Warning: This change reduces the fire egress width below the Part B minimum of 1100mm."

This proactive approach prevents costly redesigns and ensures that safety is "baked in" to the design from day one.

The shift from manual to automated checking represents a fundamental change in how we conceive of building

safety. By leveraging the power of BIM and ARC, the UK construction industry can move away from reactive

compliance—checking for errors after they are made—toward a proactive, data-driven methodology. This not only

satisfies the legal requirements set forth by the UK government but also fosters a culture of transparency and

excellence in the built environment. The journey toward a fully automated compliance ecosystem is complex,

requiring cross-industry collaboration and technical rigor, but the result—a safer, more efficient, and more

sustainable construction sector—is an essential goal for the 21st century.
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