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The study of historical figures serves as a cornerstone for both national identity and linguistic education. Among the 

most prominent figures in Southeast Asian history is Ir. Soekarno, the first President of the Republic of Indonesia 

and a central architect of the nation’s independence. This article provides an exhaustive examination of Soekarno’s 

biography, framed through the lens of technical writing and pedagogical application, specifically focusing on the 

structure of biography texts in the English language. By analyzing the narrative arc of his life—from his birth in 

East Java to his pivotal role as the Proclamator—we can derive significant insights into historical documentation

and the mechanics of biographical storytelling.

The Structural Framework of a Biographical Text

In the field of linguistics and technical writing, a biography is categorized as a specific genre of text designed to 

recount the life story of a person. For educators and students, particularly those using English as a Second 

Language (ESL), the biography of Soekarno serves as a primary model for understanding the Generic Structure

of such texts. To produce an effective biographical account, writers must adhere to a three-tiered framework:

•  Orientation: This initial stage provides the necessary background information, answering the who, when, 

where, and why. In Soekarno’s case, this includes his birth on June 6, 1901, and his original name, Koesno 

Sosrodihardjo.

•  Series of Events: This is a chronological sequence of the subject's life achievements, struggles, and 

milestones. Technical accuracy here requires precise dating and contextualization of political movements such as 

the Indonesian National Party (PNI).

•  Re-orientation: This concludes the narrative by summarizing the subject’s contributions or providing a final 

evaluation of their legacy.

Linguistic Features of Historical Biographies

When drafting a technical biography of a figure like Soekarno, specific grammatical markers must be employed to 

ensure clarity and professional tone. The use of the Simple Past Tense  is mandatory for historical accuracy, as it 

situates actions definitively in the past. Furthermore, the use of Temporal Conjunctions(e.g., "afterward,"

"subsequently," "concurrently") allows for a logical flow of time, which is critical in long-form historical

documentation.

Early Life and the 'Son of the Dawn' Metaphor

Soekarno was born in Surabaya, East Java, at a time when the sun was beginning to rise. This led to his famous 

moniker, Putra Sang Fajar (the Son of the Dawn). This metaphorical title is not merely poetic but signifies his birth 

during a period of revolutionary transition in the early 20th century. His father, Raden Soekemi Sosrodihardjo, and 

his mother, Ida Ayu Nyoman Rai, represented the intersection of Javanese and Balinese cultures, providing 

Soekarno with a diverse cultural foundation that would later influence his Pancasila philosophy.

The Transition from Koesno to Soekarno

A technical detail often omitted in brief accounts is the change of his name. According to Javanese tradition, a child 



who is frequently ill must have their name changed to alter their destiny. Born Koesno, he was renamed Soekarno—

deriving from 'Karno' (a hero from the Mahabharata) and the prefix 'Su' (meaning 'good'). This naming convention 

is a critical cultural component for writers to include when providing a holistic biographical analysis.

Academic Evolution and Political Awakening

Soekarno’s intellectual development was shaped by his education in the Dutch colonial system, which provided him 

with the tools to eventually challenge that very system. His time at the Hogere Burgerschool (HBS) in Surabaya 

and later at the Technische Hoogeschool te Bandoeng (now ITB) was instrumental. In 1926, he graduated with a 

degree in civil engineering, which is why he is formally addressed with the title Ir. (Ingenieur).

Technical Breakdown of the Indonesian National Party (PNI)

In 1927, Soekarno founded the Perserikatan Nasional Indonesia(later Partai Nasional Indonesia). The technical

objective of this organization was non-cooperation with the Dutch colonial government. Below is a matrix evaluating

the strategic components of Soekarno’s early political ideology compared to other nationalist movements of the era:



Ideological Pillar Description Strategic Objective

Marhaenism Socialism adapted to the Indonesian 
agrarian context.

Empowerment of the small-scale 
farmer and worker.

Non-Cooperation Refusal to participate in Dutch-led 
councils (Volksraad).

Delegitimization of colonial authority.

National Unity Transcending ethnic and religious 
boundaries.

Creation of a unified Indonesian 
identity.

The Crucible of Exile and Occupation

Between 1933 and 1942, Soekarno faced multiple periods of exile by the Dutch authorities, notably in Ende 

(Flores) and Bengkulu. These periods were not merely static durations of imprisonment but were formative 

intellectual phases. In Ende, Soekarno reflected deeply on Islam and modernism, as well as the concept of the 

state, which eventually culminated in the formulation of the five principles (Pancasila).

The Impact of the Japanese Occupation (1942–1945)

The arrival of Japanese forces in 1942 changed the geopolitical landscape. Soekarno’s decision to cooperate with 

the Japanese is a subject of complex historical analysis. Technically, this was a pragmatic collaboration aimed at 

building the infrastructure for independence. He utilized Japanese-sponsored organizations like PUTERA(Pusat

Tenaga Rakyat) to spread nationalist sentiment across the archipelago.

The Proclamation: A Technical and Linguistic Milestone

The culmination of Soekarno’s struggle occurred on August 17, 1945. The drafting of the Proclamation of

Independence was a high-stakes technical writing exercise. It needed to be brief yet powerful enough to signal the

birth of a nation without inciting immediate total war with the remaining Japanese forces or the returning Allied

powers.

Textual Analysis of the Proclamation

The Proclamation text is a masterclass in succinct diplomatic communication. It states: "We, the people of 

Indonesia, hereby declare the independence of Indonesia. Matters concerning the transfer of power and other 

related issues will be executed in an orderly manner and in the shortest possible time."The use of the word

"orderly" (dengan tjara seksama) was a strategic choice to project stability to the international community.

The Presidency and Global Diplomacy

As the first president, Soekarno had to navigate the Indonesian National Revolution (1945–1949). His leadership 

style was charismatic and focused on nation-building. One of his most significant technical contributions to global 

politics was the Asian-African Conference of 1955 in Bandung. This event led to the creation of the Non-Aligned 

Movement, a strategic geopolitical bloc that refused to take sides in the Cold War between the United States and

the Soviet Union.

Economic and Infrastructure Policies

Soekarno's presidency was marked by grand infrastructure projects (Monas, Gelora Bung Karno, Sarinah) aimed 

at fostering national pride. While critics point to the economic instability of the 1960s, from a structural 



development perspective, these projects were designed to establish Jakarta as a modern global capital. The

following table summarizes the key milestones of his presidency:



Year Event/Policy Impact/Result

1945 Proclamation of Independence Establishment of the Republic of 
Indonesia.

1950 Return to Unitary State Dissolution of the United States of 
Indonesia (RIS).

1955 Asian-African Conference Birth of the Non-Aligned Movement.

1959 Decree of July 5 Return to the 1945 Constitution and 
Guided Democracy.

1963 West Irian Integration Completion of the Indonesian territory 
from Sabang to Merauke.

Technical Writing: How to Draft a Professional Biography of Soekarno

For technical writers and students, documenting the life of a historical figure requires a systematic approach. Below 

is a step-by-step procedure for constructing an in-depth biography:

1.  Source Verification: Use primary sources (autobiographies like 'Sukarno: An Autobiography as told to Cindy 

Adams') and secondary academic journals.

2.  Chronological Mapping: Create a timeline of events to ensure no period of the subject's life is overlooked.

3.  Thematic Categorization: Group events into themes such as "Education," "Political Activism," and "Legacy."

4.  Linguistic Refinement: Ensure the use of formal English, avoiding colloquialisms. Use Passive Voice where 

appropriate to emphasize the actions taken by the government or institutions during his era.

5.  SEO Optimization: Integrate keywords such as "Biografi Soekarno dalam Bahasa Inggris," "Ir. Soekarno 

achievements," and "Bapak Proklamator" to ensure the content reaches the target audience.

Case Study: The Linguistic Challenges in Translating 'Marhaenism'

One of the most difficult tasks for a technical translator or writer is conveying Soekarno's specific political 

terminologies into English. Marhaenism is often mistranslated simply as "socialism." However, a deeper technical 

analysis reveals it as a philosophy centered on the Marhaen—a person who owns their means of production (a

small plot of land, a hoe, a cart) but is still oppressed by the colonial economic system. In English technical writing,

it is more accurate to describe Marhaenism as "Agrarian Proletarianism" or "Indo-Socialism."

Troubleshooting Common Historical Errors

When writing about Soekarno, several common errors must be avoided to maintain technical integrity:

•  Misdating the Proclamation: It is August 17, 1945, not 1942.

•  Confusing the Names: Ensure the distinction between his childhood name (Koesno) and his adult name is 

clear.

•  Title Usage: Always include the "Ir." title in formal contexts to acknowledge his professional background in 

engineering.

•  Attributing Pancasila: While many contributed, Soekarno is credited with the speech on June 1, 1945, that first 

outlined the five principles.

The Synthesis of Leadership and Legacy



The life of Ir. Soekarno is a multifaceted study in leadership, resilience, and revolutionary thought. From his early

days as a student in Surabaya to his final years, his trajectory reflects the struggles of a nation seeking its identity.

For the technical writer, his biography is more than a story; it is a complex data set of political shifts, linguistic

evolutions, and historical milestones.

Understanding the nuances of his life—his Marhaenist ideology, his role in the Bandung Conference, and his 

formulation of Pancasila—provides a vital framework for understanding modern Indonesia. As the Bapak 

Proklamator, his legacy continues to influence Indonesian foreign policy and national discourse. By adhering to

rigorous writing standards and structural frameworks, we can ensure that the narrative of the 'Son of the Dawn'

remains clear, accurate, and accessible to a global audience. This analytical approach not only preserves history

but also provides a template for documenting the lives of influential figures in a professional and educational

capacity.
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