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The Boeing 767 represents a pivotal era in aviation history, serving as the bridge between the traditional analog

cockpits of the early jet age and the highly integrated, digital flight decks of the modern era. As a mid-to-large-size,

long-range, wide-body twin-engine jet airliner, its systems were designed with a primary focus on redundancy,

efficiency, and pilot ergonomics. For technical professionals, pilots, and maintenance engineers, understanding the

intricate web of the B767's mechanical and electronic systems is essential for safe operation and optimized

performance. This guide provides an exhaustive technical analysis of the Boeing 767's core systems, including the

hydraulic architecture, fuel management, and the evolution of the Flat Panel Display System (FPDS).

The Architecture of the Boeing 767 Hydraulic System

The Boeing 767 features a highly redundant hydraulic system designed to ensure flight control and landing gear 

operation even in the event of multiple engine or pump failures. The system is divided into three completely 

independent circuits: Left (L), Center (C), and Right (R). Each system operates at a nominal pressure of 3,000 PSI

 and uses fire-resistant phosphate ester hydraulic fluid (Skydrol).

1. The Left and Right Hydraulic Systems

The Left and Right systems are primarily powered by Engine-Driven Pumps (EDP). The Left EDP is located on 

the No. 1 engine, while the Right EDP is on the No. 2 engine. These pumps provide the high-volume flow required 

for heavy demand periods, such as takeoff and landing. To supplement these, each system also includes an 

Electric Motor-Driven Pump (EMP). The EMPs act as backups to the EDPs and provide hydraulic pressure when

the engines are not running.

•  Left System Components: Powers flight controls, the flight spoilers, and provides pressure to the elevator feel 

system.

•  Right System Components: Powers flight controls, flight spoilers, and the normal brake system.

2. The Center Hydraulic System

The Center system is unique because it is not powered by the engines directly. Instead, it utilizes two large Electric 

Motor-Driven Pumps (EMPs). In certain configurations, particularly on the B767-300 and -400 series, an Air-

Driven Pump (ADP)is also incorporated to handle peak loads. The Center system is critical as it powers the

landing gear, nose-wheel steering, and the flap/slat systems.

3. Emergency Power: The Ram Air Turbine (RAT)

In the event of a dual-engine failure or total loss of hydraulic pressure in the Center system, the Boeing 767 is 

equipped with a Ram Air Turbine (RAT) . When deployed into the slipstream, the RAT provides emergency

hydraulic pressure to the flight control components of the Center system, ensuring the pilot maintains directional

and pitch control during an unpowered glide.



System Primary Power Source Secondary Power Source Key Components 
Powered

Left Engine 1 EDP Electric Pump (L) Flight Controls, Spoilers, 
Elevator Feel

Right Engine 2 EDP Electric Pump (R) Flight Controls, Spoilers, 
Normal Brakes

Center Dual Electric Pumps Air Driven Pump (ADP) / 
RAT

Gear, Flaps, Slats, 
Steering, Altn Brakes

Fuel System Engineering and Management

The B767 fuel system is designed to store, manage, and deliver fuel to the engines and the Auxiliary Power Unit 

(APU) while maintaining the aircraft’s center of gravity (CG) within limits. The system typically consists of three 

main tanks: a Center Tank  and two Wing Tanks  (Left and Right).

Fuel Tank Capacity and Distribution

The wing tanks are integral to the wing structure, while the center tank is located in the fuselage wing-box section. 

On long-range variants like the B767-300ER, additional fuel capacity is achieved through structural reinforcements

and occasionally supplemental tanks. Fuel is moved via redundant AC-powered fuel pumps. Each wing tank has

two pumps, and the center tank has two override pumps.

Suction Feed and Crossfeed Capabilities

In the rare event of a total AC electrical failure, the engines can continue to run via Suction Feed. As the aircraft 

descends to lower altitudes, gravity and engine-driven fuel pumps can pull fuel from the wing tanks, though this is 

not possible from the center tank. The Crossfeed Valveallows fuel from any tank to be delivered to any engine,

which is vital for balancing fuel loads and managing asymmetrical engine fuel consumption.

Fuel Scavenge System

To ensure that all usable fuel is utilized, the Boeing 767 employs a Fuel Scavenge System. This system

automatically transfers fuel from the center tank to the wing tanks once the center tank quantity drops below a

certain threshold and the wing tanks have sufficient space. This prevents the center tank pumps from running dry

and optimizes the weight distribution across the airframe.

Avionics Evolution: The Flat Panel Display System (FPDS)

One of the most significant upgrades for the Boeing 767 fleet has been the transition from the original Cathode Ray 

Tube (CRT) displays or analog “steam gauges” to the Flat Panel Display System (FPDS). Modernized flight decks,

such as those provided by Innovative Solutions &amp; Support (IS&amp;S), replace aging instruments with high-

resolution LCD units.

Technical Advantages of FPDS

The move to FPDS isn’t merely aesthetic; it offers profound operational benefits:

•  Reliability: LCDs have a significantly higher Mean Time Between Failure (MTBF) compared to CRTs, which 

are prone to “burn-in” and high heat generation.

•  Weight Reduction: The removal of heavy CRT units and their associated cooling fans reduces the overall 



empty weight of the aircraft, contributing to fuel efficiency.

•  Enhanced Situational Awareness: Modern displays allow for the integration of Enhanced Ground Proximity 

Warning Systems (EGPWS), TCAS, and digital charts directly into the primary field of view.

The 767-400ER Flight Deck

The B767-400ER took this evolution further by adopting a flight deck design nearly identical to the Boeing 777. It

features six large liquid-crystal displays, which standardized pilot training across the Boeing wide-body family. This

“commonality” reduced training costs for airlines operating both the 767 and 777 fleets.

Propulsion and Performance Metrics

The Boeing 767 is a versatile platform capable of being powered by three different engine families: the General 

Electric CF6, the Pratt &amp; Whitney PW4000, and the Rolls-Royce RB211. These high-bypass turbofans

provide the thrust-to-weight ratio necessary for the 767's impressive takeoff performance and ETOPS (Extended-

range Twin-engine Operational Performance Standards) capabilities.

ETOPS and the B767

The B767 was a pioneer in ETOPS certification. ETOPS allows twin-engine aircraft to fly long-distance routes that 

are several hours away from the nearest diversion airport. This required the systems (especially electrical and 

hydraulic) to have a level of reliability that was previously only required of three- or four-engine aircraft. The 

767-300ER, for instance, is commonly certified for ETOPS 180, meaning it can fly up to 180 minutes from an

alternate airport on a single engine.

Operational Procedures: A Technical Field Guide

Operating the Boeing 767 requires a deep understanding of system interaction, particularly during the startup and 

pre-flight phases. Pilots utilize Study Guides and Flashcardsto master the memory items and limitations of these

systems.

1. Pre-flight Hydraulic Check

The flight crew must verify that the reservoir quantities are within the “RF” (Refill) and “Full” ranges. Upon activating

the electric pumps, the crew checks for pressure stabilization at 3,000 PSI and ensures that the “SYS PRESS”

warning lights extinguish. This confirms that the internal check valves and accumulators are functioning correctly.

2. Fuel Panel Configuration

During refueling, the Fuel Quantity Indication System (FQIS) provides precise measurements to the ground 

crew. In the cockpit, the pilots must ensure that the Center Tank Pumpsare switched OFF if the center tank

contains less than 1,000 lbs (453 kg) of fuel for takeoff, preventing pump cavitation and potential fire hazards (a

safety directive resulting from the TWA 800 investigation).

3. Flight Control Continuity

The B767 uses a mix of cable-driven and hydraulically-actuated flight controls. The Elevator Feel Systemis

particularly complex, as it simulates aerodynamic resistance for the pilots based on airspeed, using inputs from the

Pitot-Static system and hydraulic pressure. If hydraulic pressure is lost, the feel becomes significantly lighter,

requiring a change in pilot handling technique.

Technical Comparison: B767-200 vs. B767-300ER vs. B767-400ER



Feature B767-200 B767-300ER B767-400ER

Length 159 ft 2 in 180 ft 3 in 201 ft 4 in

Max Takeoff Weight 315,000 lbs 412,000 lbs 450,000 lbs

Typical Range 3,900 nm 5,980 nm 5,625 nm

Cockpit Tech Analog/CRT CRT/FPDS Upgrade 777-style LCD

Troubleshooting and Maintenance Challenges

Despite its reputation for reliability, the Boeing 767 presents specific challenges for maintenance engineers.

Technical study data often highlights several “failure modes” that require diligent monitoring.

Hydraulic System Leaks

Due to the 3,000 PSI operating pressure, the hydraulic lines—particularly near the landing gear bays and engine 

pylons—are subject to high vibration and thermal cycling. Regular inspections of the Case Drain Filtersare

required. If metallic flakes are found in the filter, it indicates an impending pump failure, necessitating an immediate

swap to prevent contamination of the entire hydraulic loop.

Fuel Probe Bio-Contamination

In the fuel system, microbial growth (cladosporium resinae) can occur if water is allowed to accumulate in the wing

tanks. This growth can coat the fuel quantity probes, leading to erroneous fuel readings on the flight deck.

Maintenance procedures involve regular sumping of the tanks and, if necessary, biocidal treatment of the fuel.

Avionics Overheating

In aircraft that have not yet upgraded to FPDS, the older CRT displays generate significant heat. The Equipment 

Cooling System must be fully operational to prevent “screen blanking” during flight. Modern FPDS upgrades 

largely mitigate this issue, but they introduce the need for software configuration management and Data Loader

compatibility checks.

The Enduring Legacy of the 767 Systems Design

The engineering philosophy of the Boeing 767—balancing mechanical robustness with emerging digital technology

—has allowed the aircraft to remain relevant for over four decades. While many passenger variants are being

retired in favor of the B787 Dreamliner, the B767 platform continues to thrive in the cargo sector (B767-300F) and

military applications (KC-46 Pegasus tanker).

The success of the 767 is a testament to the importance of system redundancy. By providing three independent

hydraulic sources, a highly flexible fuel delivery network, and an adaptable avionics architecture, Boeing created an

airframe that is both forgiving to operate and efficient to maintain. For the modern aviation technician or student,

mastering the 767 is not just a study of a specific aircraft, but a study of the foundational principles that define

modern aerospace engineering. As the fleet continues to evolve with Flat Panel Display System upgrades and

structural life-extension programs, the technical insights gleaned from the B767 will continue to inform the next

generation of aircraft design.
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