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Carlos Fuentes’ 1962 novella, Aura, stands as a seminal artifact of the Latin American “Boom,” bridging the
transition from traditional realism to the fragmented, dreamlike structures of Magic Realism and Fantastic
Literature. Published during a period of intense literary innovation in Mexico, the work challenges conventional
notions of identity, time, and the relationship between the reader and the text. This analysis provides an in-depth
technical exploration of the novella’s structural components, its pioneering use of the second-person narrative, and
the complex symbolic systems that define its aesthetic power.

1. Theoretical Framework: The Mechanics of the Second-Person Narrative

One of the most distinctive technical features of Aura is its unwavering use of the second-person point of view
(“You™). In technical literary terms, this choice serves multiple structural functions that go beyond simple immersion.
It creates a vocative bridgebetween the protagonist, Felipe Montero, and the reader, effectively collapsing the
distance between the observer and the observed.

The Imperative and the Future Tense

Fuentes frequently employs the future tense (“You will read,” “You will enter”) to create a sense of predestination.
From a technical standpoint, this removes the protagonist's agency, turning the narrative into a ritualistic script that
must be followed. The reader is not merely witnessing a story; they are being programmed to execute the actions of
Felipe Montero. This mechanical approach to storytelling mirrors the deterministic nature of the plot, where the past
(Consuelo) inevitably consumes the present (Felipe/Aura).

The Psychological Affect of the 'You'

By utilizing the second person, Fuentes achieves a state of narrative claustrophobia. The technical execution
involves:

¢ Forced Identification: The reader cannot easily distance themselves from Felipe’s increasingly irrational
decisions.

e Sensory Overload: Descriptions of smell (dampness, herbs) and touch (velvet, old skin) are directed at the
reader, heightening the tactile experience of the Gothic setting.

» Temporal Ambiguity: The use of “You” makes the events feel as though they are happening in a continuous,
eternal present, which is essential for the novella's theme of circular time.

2. Structural Analysis: The Five-Chapter Architecture

The novella is meticulously organized into five chapters, each serving a specific phase in the ritual of
transformation. Below is a technical breakdown of the structural progression.

Chapter 1: The Threshold and the Contract

The narrative begins with a job advertisement. Technically, this represents the Initiation Phase. Felipe Montero, a
young historian, accepts an offer to organize and finish the memoirs of the deceased General Llorente. The



environment is introduced through a series of sensory barriers: the darkness of the house in Donceles street, the
smell of humidity, and the transition from the bustling modern Mexico City to a colonial, stagnant interior.

Chapter 2: The Introduction of the Double

In this phase, the character of Aura is introduced. The technical focus here is on doubling (The Doppelgénger).
Aura is presented as the niece of the elderly Consuelo Llorente. However, the narrative establishes a mechanical
synchronization between the two women. When Consuelo moves, Aura moves; when Consuelo eats, Aura mimics
the gesture. This is a crucial element of the Magic Realist framework, where the supernatural is presented with
clinical, matter-of-fact detail.

Chapter 3: The Ritual of the Goat

This chapter serves as the Peripeteia or the turning point. Felipe withnesses Aura in the kitchen, seemingly
performing a ritual sacrifice of a goat. The technical use of Chiaroscuro (the contrast between light and dark) is at
its peak here. The boundary between Felipe’s logic as a historian and the house's internal mythology begins to
erode. This chapter introduces the concept of mimesis, where the physical reality of the house begins to reflect the
psychic state of its inhabitants.

Chapter 4: The Erosion of Identity

Felipe and Aura consummate their relationship. However, the scene is technically described as a Eucharistic rite.
The prose becomes more fluid and less grounded in physical physics. Felipe discovers the photographs of the
General and Consuelo, only to realize that the young General looks exactly like him, and the young Consuelo is
Aura. This is the Anagnorisis, or the moment of technical recognition of the self-as-other.

Chapter 5: The Circular Resolution

The final chapter completes the temporal loop. Felipe realizes that Aura is not a separate entity but a projection or
a spectral manifestation of Consuelo’s youth, maintained through ritual and willpower. The story ends with a
promise of return, cementing the Circular Time model that is a hallmark of Fuentes’ broader body of work.

3. Comparative Evaluation: Literary Genres and Influences

To understand the technical positioning of Aura, it is helpful to compare it against its primary genre influences. The
following table illustrates the convergence of Gothic elements and Magic Realist techniques.



Feature

Setting

The Supernatural

Time

Protagonist

Atmosphere

Gothic Tradition

Ruined castles, isolated
moors.

Ghosts, curses, external
threats.

Linear, haunted by the past.

Victim or Investigator.

Overt terror and suspense.

Magic Realism in *Aura*

A decaying colonial house
in a modern city.

Internalized projections,
blurring of age/youth.

Circular, the past and
present coexist.

The "You' who is both
victim and creator.

Subtle decay and
eroticized ritual.

Technical
Implementation in Text

Juxtaposition of Donceles
Street (modernity) vs.
Interior (stagnation).

Aura is a manifestation of
Consuelo's memory.

The second-person future
tense creates an eternal
loop.

Felipe's role as a historian
makes him the architect of
the memaoirs.

Focus on olfactory and
tactile descriptions (sage,
dampness).

4. Symbolic Systems and Motifs

Fuentes employs a dense network of symbols that function like a technical codefor the reader to decipher. These
motifs are not merely decorative; they are the gears that drive the narrative machine.

The Color Green (The Chromatic Key)

Green is the dominant color in the novella, representing both fertility/life and decay/putrefaction. Aura’s eyes are
green, her dress is green velvet, and the house is filled with green shadows. Technically, green acts as a

chromatic anchor, linking Aura to the natural world (herbs, plants) and the supernatural (the emerald eyes of the
cats). It signifies the “horizon of desire” that Felipe chases, only to find it leads to the grave.

The Sacred and the Profane (Religious Imagery)

Fuentes utilizes the iconography of the Catholic Church but subverts it into a pagan ritual. The sacrifice of the

goat, the consumption of the “host” (Aura’s body), and the presence of numerous votive candles create a technical
layer of syncretism. This reflects the historical reality of Mexico, where pre-Hispanic rituals and Catholicism
merged into a unique cultural identity.

The Rabbit (Saga) and the Cats

The rabbit, named Saga, is a symbol of fecundity and the moon. In many mythologies, the rabbit is associated
with the feminine and the cyclical nature of time. Conversely, the cats (which are heard but rarely seen clearly)
represent the malice and the predatory natureof the house. The technical disappearance of the cats (they are
seen being burned or tortured in Felipe’s visions) serves as a premonition of Felipe’s own consumption by the
house.

5.Technical Translation Analysis: Spanish vs. English

The translation of Aura by Lysander Kemp (and others) presents significant technical challenges due to the
specificities of Spanish verb conjugations. In Spanish, the second-person singular (ti) carries a different weight



than in English.

* The Tu/Usted Distinction: In the original Spanish, the choice of the informal ti immediately creates an
intimacy that is difficult to replicate in English, which lacks a formal/informal 'you' distinction in the same
grammatical sense.

e The Future Tense: The Spanish futuro de mandato (the future of command) is more potent than the English
“you will.” In the original, it sounds like an inescapable prophecy.

« Lexical Precision: Terms related to the colonial architecture of Mexico City (e.g., zaguan, patio) require careful
handling to maintain the architectural claustrophobia intended by Fuentes.

6. Analysis of Core Mechanics: The Fusion of Memory and History

Felipe Montero is a historian. This is a critical technical detail. His profession is to organize the past into a linear
narrative. However, the house of Consuelo Llorente represents memory, which is non-linear and subjective. The
conflict of the novella is the failure of History (Felipe) to contain or explain Memory (Consuelo/Aura).

The Process of Historical Decompaosition

Felipe's task is to edit General Llorente's memoirs. As he progresses, the documents themselves seem to decay or
change. The technical procedure of “editing” history becomes the act of “reanimating” the General. This suggests
that history is not a static record but a living, breathing, and often dangerous entity. Fuentes argues that we do not
just study history; we are consumed by it.

7. Field Guide for Literary Analysis: Methodology for ‘Aura’

When conducting a technical study of Aura, researchers and students should follow this systematic framework to
ensure a comprehensive evaluation of the text.

1. Linguistic Audit: Identify every instance of the future tense and analyze how it directs the protagonist's
movements.

2. Spatial Mapping: Map the layout of the house. Notice how the space becomes more confined and darker as
the story progresses toward the inner sanctum (Consuelo’s bedroom).

3. Intertextual Check: Compare the character of Consuelo to Miss Havisham in Dickens’ Great Expectations or
the witches in Macbeth. Identify the Archetypal Crone.

4. Olfactory Tracking: List the scents mentioned in each chapter. Trace the transition from the smell of old paper
to the smell of musk and sacrificial blood.

5. The Photographic Analysis: Analyze the role of the photographs in Chapter 4. This is a technical device used
to collapse the identity of four people (General, Felipe, Consuelo, Aura) into two.

8. Case Study: The Anagnorisis in Chapter 4

In Chapter 4, Felipe looks at a set of photographs. This scene serves as a case study in narrative efficiency. In
less than two pages, Fuentes achieves the following technical objectives:

« |ldentity Collapse: By having Felipe recognize his own face in a photo from the 19th century, the narrative
eliminates the concept of the individual.

» Validation of the Fantastic: Up to this point, the supernatural could be explained away as Felipe’s exhaustion.
The physical evidence of the photographs forces the transition from The Uncanny (explainable) to The Marvelous
(supernatural).

* Emotional Pivot: Felipe’s reaction shifts from desire for Aura to an existential dread of himself. The “love story”
is revealed to be a biological and temporal trap.



9. Troubleshooting Common Interpretations

Scholars often struggle with several ambiguous aspects of the text. Here are technical solutions to common
interpretive challenges.

e Problem: Is Aura a ghost? Solution: No. Technically, Aura is a manifestation or a doubling. She has physical
weight (Felipe sleeps with her) but her existence is tethered to Consuelo’s concentration. She is a “projection of
memory.”

¢ Problem: Why can't Felipe leave? Solution: The second-person narrative prevents it. If the text says “You stay,’
the character cannot move. It is a meta-fictional prison.

* Problem: Is the story a critique of the Mexican Revolution? Solution: Yes. General Llorente represents the old
Porfirian elite. Consuelo’s attempt to reclaim youth mirrors the necrophilic obsession with the past that Fuentes
often critiqued in Mexican society.

The technical mastery of Aura lies in its brevity and its density. By synthesizing the Gothic tradition with the
emerging techniques of Magic Realism, Carlos Fuentes created a work that functions like a clockwork ritual. The
novella does not merely tell a story; it performs an operation on the reader, forcing them to inhabit a space where
time is a circle and identity is a shadow. For the technical writer and the literary critic alike, Auraremains a perfect
example of how narrative form (the 'How') can perfectly encapsulate and enhance thematic content (the 'What'). Its
legacy continues to influence the way we understand the power of the second-person voice and the enduring
hauntology of the historical past.
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