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The Boeing 737 series represents the most successful commercial jetliner family in aviation history. For pilots,

maintenance engineers, and flight operations specialists, mastering this aircraft is not merely a career milestone

but a continuous journey of technical education. This guide provides an exhaustive analysis of the Boeing 737

training ecosystem, focusing on the Next Generation (NG) and MAX variants, encompassing systems architecture,

flight simulation technology, and the rigorous procedural frameworks required for safe operation.

The Evolution of Boeing 737 Training Frameworks

Training for the Boeing 737 has transitioned from traditional classroom lectures to high-fidelity, data-driven 

environments. The complexity of modern avionics and the integration of automated flight deck systems necessitate 

a pedagogical approach that balances theoretical knowledge with hands-on procedural mastery. As the global fleet 

continues to expand, the demand for standardized, high-quality training platforms—such as B737Training.org and 

737 Lounge—has become paramount in ensuring pilot proficiency across diverse operating environments.

The Role of Computer-Based Training (CBT)

Modern initial and recurrent training programs leverage advanced CBT modules. These platforms provide 

interactive schematics that allow students to visualize fluid flow in hydraulic systems, electron paths in electrical 

grids, and air distribution in pneumatic circuits. The integration of Learning Management Systems (LMS)enables

airlines to track progress and identify specific knowledge gaps before a student ever enters a simulator.

Core Technical Systems: A Deep Dive

Understanding the 737 requires a granular look at its engineering. Unlike newer fly-by-wire designs, the 737

(specifically the NG) retains a unique blend of hydromechanical control and electronic automation.

Flight Control Architecture

The 737's primary flight controls consist of elevators, ailerons, and a rudder, which are hydraulically powered with 

manual reversion capabilities. Training for these systems involves understanding the Speed Trim System (STS)  

and the Mach Trim , which provide artificial longitudinal stability. For the B737-800, pilots must master the transition 

between manual flight and the Flight Management Computer (FMC) commanded paths.

Powerplant and Propulsion: The CFM56-7B

The NG series is powered by the CFM56-7B dual-rotor high-bypass turbofan. Training covers the Full Authority 

Digital Engine Control (FADEC)system, which optimizes engine performance and protects against overspeed or

over-temperature conditions. Key technical concepts include:

•  N1 and N2 Rotors: Understanding the relationship between the low-pressure and high-pressure compressors.

•  Variable Stator Vanes (VSV): How the engine manages airflow to prevent surges during high angles of attack 

or rapid throttle movements.

•  Thrust Management: The role of the Autothrottle (A/T) in maintaining speed and thrust limits during various 

flight phases.



Electrical and Pneumatic Distribution

The 737's electrical system is a split-bus design. Technicians and pilots must understand the Integrated Drive 

Generators (IDG) and the Auxiliary Power Unit (APU). In training, particular emphasis is placed on the Transfer 

Bus logic, which ensures critical instruments remain powered during a generator failure.

Comparative Analysis of Boeing 737 NG Variants

A significant portion of B1.1 and B2 maintenance training, such as the SIG017P course, involves differentiating

between the various models within the Next Generation family. The following table illustrates the key technical

differences across the -600 to -900 series.



Feature / Model B737-600 B737-700 B737-800 B737-900ER

Max Seating 132 149 189 215

Range (nmi) 3,235 3,010 2,935 2,950

Length (m) 31.2 33.6 39.5 42.1

Engine Model CFM56-7B18 CFM56-7B20 CFM56-7B24/26 CFM56-7B26/27

Winglet Type Optional Blended Blended/Split 
Scimitar

Blended/Split 
Scimitar

The Pilot Training Pipeline: From Ground to Base Training

Becoming a captain or first officer on a Boeing 737 involves a multi-stage process governed by strict regulatory

standards (EASA/FAA).

Phase 1: Ground School and Technical Refresher

This phase focuses on the Aircraft Systems Course. Students must pass comprehensive examinations on every 

system, from fire protection to pressurization. Technical refreshers, often delivered live online via platforms like the 

737 Lounge, ensure that even experienced pilots stay current with the latest Boeing Flight Crew Operations 

Manual (FCOM) updates.

Phase 2: Flight Training Devices (FTD)

Before entering the Full Flight Simulator (FFS), trainees use Fixed Base Simulators or FTDs. These devices 

feature replica panels with accurate switches and knobs, allowing for muscle memory development in the cockpit. 

This is where pilots practice Standard Operating Procedures (SOPs) and Flight Management System (FMS)

programming.

Phase 3: Full Flight Simulator (FFS) and LST

The FFS provides Level D motion, recreating the exact aerodynamic feel of the aircraft. The License Skill Test 

(LST) typically involves a 4-hour session where pilots must demonstrate proficiency in:

1.  Engine Failure on Takeoff (V1 Cut): Managing directional control and climb performance under asymmetric 

thrust.

2.  Precision and Non-Precision Approaches: Utilizing ILS, RNAV, and VOR navigation.

3.  Emergency Descent: Handling rapid depressurization scenarios.

4.  Windshear Recovery: Responding to microbursts and rapid velocity changes.

Phase 4: Base Training

As highlighted in the Boeing B737 Full Flight Simulator curriculum, Base Training  is the final hurdle. This 

involves actual flight time in the real aircraft without passengers, performing 4 to 6 Touch-and-Go (T/G)landings.

This is often a pilot's first time flying a heavy jet, requiring precise flare timing and throttle management.

Aerodynamic Performance Analysis: The Climb Angle Phenomenon

A common technical query in 737 training involves why the climb angle of the 737-800 peaks shortly after take-



off before decreasing. This is not a malfunction but a function of aerodynamic physics and energy management.

The Thrust-to-Weight Relationship

At take-off, the aircraft utilizes Maximum Take-off Thrust (TOGA) . Because the aircraft is relatively light compared

to its maximum potential thrust at sea level, the initial climb angle is steep. As the aircraft gains altitude, two things

happen:

•  Air Density Decreases: Resulting in reduced engine thrust.

•  Acceleration Phase: At the Acceleration Altitude (usually 1,000 to 3,000 feet AGL), the pilot lowers the nose to 

accelerate from V2+15 knots to the flap retraction speed (Vzf).

The "peaking" of the climb angle occurs right at the moment the landing gear is retracted and the aircraft is at its

cleanest aerodynamic state before it begins the trade-off of vertical speed for forward airspeed (kinetic energy).

Maintenance Training for AME B1.1/B2 Licenses

The Boeing 737-6/7/8/900 Type Training Course (Practical)  is essential for Aircraft Maintenance Engineers 

(AME). This training goes beyond operation and dives into line maintenance and troubleshooting.

Practical Task Highlights:

•  Engine Borescope Inspection: Checking the internal stages of the CFM56 for cracks or FOD.

•  Flight Control Rigging: Ensuring the tension in the control cables matches the technical specifications in the 

Aircraft Maintenance Manual (AMM).

•  Avionics BITE Tests: Utilizing Built-In Test Equipment to diagnose faults in the FCC (Flight Control Computer) 

or the ADIRU (Air Data Inertial Reference Unit).

Troubleshooting Common Operational Challenges

In high-stakes environments, 737 crews must be prepared for systemic anomalies. Below is a guide to common

troubleshooting scenarios covered in advanced training.

Scenario: Dual Channel Autopilot Disconnect

Cause: Often a mismatch in the data between the two independent Flight Control Computers (FCC) or a failure 

in the ILS signal during an autoland approach.Solution: The crew must immediately take manual control, verify 

the Flight Director (FD) cues, and determine if the approach can be continued visually or if a Go-Aroundis

required. Training emphasizes the "Aviate, Navigate, Communicate" mantra during these high-workload moments.

Scenario: Bleed Air Trip Off

Cause: Over-temperature or over-pressure in the pneumatic manifold.Solution: Pilots refer to the Quick 

Reference Handbook (QRH). The typical procedure involves reducing thrust on the affected engine to cool the 

bleed air and attempting a reset after a cooling period. Understanding the Pre-cooleroperation is a key technical

requirement for this task.

Safety Culture and Human Factors

The Boeing Pre-Employment Training Program (BPET)  and modern type ratings place heavy emphasis on 

Crew Resource Management (CRM). The 737 cockpit, while modernized, is smaller and louder than the 787 or 

A350. Training focuses on clear communication and the sterile cockpit rule. Human factors training ensures that 

pilots are aware of the Automation Surprise—where the aircraft performs an action not immediately expected by



the crew—and how to mitigate it by reverting to lower levels of automation.

The Future of B737 Training: VR and AI

As we look toward the future, the integration of Virtual Reality (VR) and Augmented Reality (AR) is set to 

revolutionize 737 training. Maintenance engineers can now use AR glasses to overlay wiring diagrams onto the 

actual aircraft frame, while pilots can use VR headsets to practice cockpit flows at home. Platforms like 

B737Training.orgare already moving toward these immersive experiences to supplement traditional simulator

time.

The Boeing 737 remains a marvel of engineering, balancing legacy mechanical systems with cutting-edge digital 

control. For any professional in the industry, the depth of training required is a testament to the aircraft's complexity 

and the aviation industry's uncompromising commitment to safety. Whether through a 737 NG technical refresher 

or a B737 MAX differences course, the goal remains the same: total mastery of the machine to ensure every

flight is conducted with the highest margin of safety and efficiency.
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