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The 2005 marked a pivotal shift in the evolution of the Jeep Grand Cherokee, introducing the WK series. This third-

generation iteration departed significantly from its predecessor, the WJ, by prioritizing on-road handling and 

advanced electronic integration without compromising its legendary off-road pedigree. For automotive technicians, 

mechanical engineers, and dedicated enthusiasts, mastering the 2005–2010 Jeep Grand Cherokee requires more 

than just a basic understanding of automotive repair; it demands a deep dive into the Factory Service Manual 

(FSM), which often spans over 7,000 pages of technical documentation.

Understanding the WK Platform Architecture

The WK platform was engineered during the DaimlerChrysler era, resulting in a unique blend of American 

powerplants and European-influenced chassis dynamics. The most notable engineering shift was the transition 

from a live-axle front suspension to an Independent Front Suspension (IFS). This change utilized a short-long

arm (SLA) design, which fundamentally altered the vehicle’s geometry and required new approaches to alignment

and component replacement.

Key Mechanical Innovations

•  Quadra-Drive II: This advanced four-wheel-drive system utilized front and rear Electronic Limited-Slip 

Differentials (ELSD). Unlike traditional mechanical lockers, ELSDs use electronically controlled clutch packs to 

proactively distribute torque, capable of sending 100% of available torque to a single wheel.

•  Multi-Displacement System (MDS): Introduced with the 5.7L HEMI V8, MDS allows the engine to deactivate 

four of its cylinders under light load conditions to improve fuel economy. The technical execution involves 

sophisticated oil control valves and specialized lifters.

•  CAN-Bus Architecture: The WK was one of the first Jeeps to fully embrace a Controller Area Network (CAN) 

bus system, where modules like the Powertrain Control Module (PCM), Transmission Control Module (TCM), and 

Totally Integrated Power Module (TIPM) communicate over a high-speed digital network.

Core Engine Specifications and Analysis

The 2005–2010 production run featured a diverse range of powerplants. Understanding the nuances of each is

critical for effective diagnostic work. The 2005 Jeep Grand Cherokee Service Manual provides specific tolerances

and torque sequences for each of the following units:



Engine 
Displacement

Configuration Horsepower (Avg) Torque (lb-ft) Key Technical 
Feature

3.7L PowerTech V6 SOHC 210 hp 235 lb-ft 90-degree bank 
angle, balance shaft

4.7L PowerTech V8 SOHC 235-305 hp 295-334 lb-ft High-output variants 
(2008+)

5.7L HEMI V8 OHV 330-360 hp 375-390 lb-ft Variable Valve 
Timing (2009+) 
&amp; MDS

3.0L CRD V6 DOHC Diesel 215 hp 376 lb-ft Mercedes-sourced 
OM642 engine

6.1L SRT-8 V8 OHV 425 hp 420 lb-ft Forged crankshaft, 
sodium-filled valves

The 3.0L CRD (Common Rail Diesel) Deep Dive

The 3.0L CRD engine, available in North America from 2007 to 2008 and globally throughout the WK run, 

represents a high-water mark for mid-2000s diesel engineering. It utilizes a Variable Geometry Turbocharger 

(VGT) and piezo-electric injectors capable of multiple injection events per combustion cycle. Maintenance for this 

engine requires specific attention to the Oil Swirl Actuator and the DPF (Diesel Particulate Filter)regeneration

cycles, which are exhaustively covered in specialized workshop manuals.

Transmission and Drivetrain Diagnostics

The WK utilized two primary automatic transmissions: the W5A580 (NAG1) five-speed, sourced from Mercedes-

Benz, and the 545RFE multi-speed automatic. Each requires specific fluid types and diagnostic procedures.

W5A580 (NAG1) Characteristics

Commonly paired with the 3.7L V6 and 3.0L CRD, the W5A580 is known for its durability but is sensitive to fluid 

contamination. The Conductor Platewithin the transmission is a frequent failure point, often manifesting as a

"Limp Home Mode." Diagnostic protocols involve checking for codes P0715 (Input/Turbine Speed Sensor Circuit) or

P0720 (Output Speed Sensor Circuit). The repair manual details the removal of the valve body to replace this

electronic unit.

Transfer Case Logic

The WK series offered three transfer case options, each with distinct service requirements:

1.  NV140 (Quadra-Trac I): Single-speed, constant 4WD. No low-range or neutral position. Requires minimal 

maintenance beyond fluid changes.

2.  NV245 (Quadra-Trac II / Quadra-Drive II): Two-speed with electronic shift. Features a center differential with 

an electronically controlled clutch pack.

3.  NV246: Used primarily in specific export or early variants, offering similar functionality to the NV245.

The Totally Integrated Power Module (TIPM) Ecosystem

Perhaps the most complex component of the 2005–2010 Grand Cherokee is the TIPM. Unlike a traditional fuse



box, the TIPM is a computer that manages power distribution across the entire vehicle. It uses internal solid-state

circuitry instead of mechanical relays for many functions.

Failure Modes and Field Solutions

When a TIPM begins to fail, symptoms can be erratic: windshield wipers activating on their own, the fuel pump 

staying energized after the ignition is off, or the horn sounding randomly. The Jeep Grand Cherokee Repair Shop 

Manualprovides wiring schematics to trace these faults. Technicians must distinguish between a wiring harness

ground issue and an internal TIPM logic failure. In many cases, a hard reset (disconnecting the battery and

touching the terminals together to discharge capacitors) can temporarily resolve software glitches, but hardware

failure requires a programmed replacement.

Suspension, Steering, and Braking Systems

With the shift to IFS, the WK gained better highway manners but introduced new wear points. The upper and 

lower control arm bushings and ball jointsare under significant stress due to the vehicle's curb weight (approx.

4,500–5,000 lbs).

Front Differential Bushing Replacement

A common mechanical failure in the 2005–2010 WK is the degradation of the three bushings that mount the front

differential to the chassis. Failure manifests as a loud "clunk" when shifting from Park to Drive or Reverse. The

technical procedure involves supporting the differential with a transmission jack, removing the mounting bolts, and

using a specialized press tool to extract the old bushings without removing the entire axle assembly.



Component Torque Specification (ft-lbs) Service Interval

Front Lower Control Arm (Cradle Bolt) 125 ft-lbs Inspect every 12,000 miles

Tie Rod End (Outer) 80 ft-lbs Inspect boots for tears

Wheel Lug Nuts 90-110 ft-lbs Every tire rotation

Differential Cover Bolts 30 ft-lbs Replace fluid every 30,000 miles

Electronic Diagnostics and Coding

Modern repair necessitates the use of a high-level scan tool capable of accessing the Chrysler Diagnostic 

Environment. While generic OBD-II scanners can read P-codes (Powertrain), they often miss B-codes (Body), C-

codes (Chassis), and U-codes (Network Communication). For instance, a failure in the Final Drive Control 

Module (FDCM)may prevent the vehicle from shifting into 4-Low, a condition often tied to the infamous "Service

4WD System" message. This often requires a software flash or a specific actuator recalibration procedure found in

the workshop manual.

Case Study: The N24 Recall and the FDCM

A notable technical challenge for WK owners was the N24 recall, which updated the FDCM software to prevent

accidental shifting into neutral. However, this update occasionally resulted in the inability to engage 4-Low due to

strict voltage tolerance checks. The solution involve checking the transfer case actuator motor for internal

resistance and ensuring the circuit ground is pristine.

Practical Field Guide: Step-by-Step Maintenance

1. Oil and Filter Service (5.7L HEMI)

•  Capacity: 7 Quarts of 5W-20 (MDS requires this specific viscosity to function).

•  Procedure: Ensure the engine is at operating temperature. Remove the 13mm drain plug. Replace the filter 

(MO-899 or equivalent). Pro-Tip: Inspect the old filter for metal particulates, which could indicate premature lifter 

wear common in high-mileage HEMI engines.

2. Transmission Fluid Refresh (545RFE)

•  Fluid Type: ATF+4 only. Using Dexron or other variants will cause shuddering and clutch failure.

•  Filters: This transmission uses two filters—a flat sump filter and a screw-on cooler return filter. The workshop 

manual specifies a tightening sequence for the pan bolts to 105 inch-pounds to prevent warping.

3. Cooling System Bleeding

The 4.7L and 3.7L engines are prone to air pockets in the cooling system. Use the bleeder screwlocated on the

water outlet housing. Failure to properly bleed the system can lead to localized overheating and dropped valve

seats, a catastrophic failure mode for the PowerTech engine family.

Technical Summary and Broader Implications

The 2005–2010 Jeep Grand Cherokee WK represents a bridge between the mechanical simplicity of the 1990s 

and the high-tech, computer-driven vehicles of today. Its engineering complexity necessitates the use of a 

comprehensive Service Repair Manual. Whether it is the 7,000-page factory PDF or a concise workshop guide,



having access to accurate torque specs, wiring diagrams, and fluid capacities is non-negotiable for maintaining

vehicle safety and longevity.

For the professional technician, the WK provides a platform that is generally accessible but requires precision. The

integration of Mercedes-Benz transmission technology with Chrysler's HEMI powerplants creates a robust vehicle

that, when maintained according to factory specifications, can easily exceed 200,000 miles of service. The key lies

in understanding the synergy between the mechanical components and the digital modules that govern them.

Ultimately, the WK series solidified the Grand Cherokee's position as a premium SUV capable of both suburban

commuting and rugged trail navigation. As these vehicles age, the role of the technical writer and the detailed

manual becomes even more critical, ensuring that the next generation of mechanics can preserve the engineering

integrity of this landmark American 4x4.
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