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In the specialized world of firearm collecting, investment, and historical preservation, the Blue Book of Gun Values

 stands as the preeminent authority for valuation and identification. For decades, researchers, dealers, and 

collectors have relied on the exhaustive data compiled by S.P. Fjestad. Among the various iterations of this work, 

the 19th Edition, published in 1998, represents a critical pivot point in the series' history, documenting a massive

expansion in the cataloging of modern and vintage arms. This article provides a high-level technical analysis of the

Blue Book’s methodology, the structural significance of the 19th edition, and a comprehensive guide to modern

firearm appraisal techniques.

The Historical and Technical Significance of S.P. Fjestad’s Work

The Blue Book of Gun Valueswas founded to solve a systemic problem in the firearms market: the lack of a

standardized, data-driven pricing mechanism. Before the widespread adoption of Fjestad’s methodology, gun

values were often regional, anecdotal, and highly inconsistent. The 19th edition marked a period where the

publication moved beyond a mere price list to become a technical encyclopedia.

Technical writing in the context of firearms requires an intersection of mechanical engineering knowledge, historical 

context, and economic analysis. Fjestad’s 19th edition successfully integrated these three pillars, offering detailed 

descriptions of firearms ranging from 15th-century black powder pieces to late-20th-century tactical rifles. The 19th 

edition was notable for its inclusion of thousands of manufacturer profiles and the expansion of the Photo 

Percentage Grading System (PPGS), which remains the gold standard for visual condition assessment.

Distinguishing the 'Blue Book' Name

It is important for the technical researcher to distinguish between the various 'Blue Books' mentioned in historical 

records. While our focus is on firearms, researchers may encounter the Treachery of the Blue Books (Brad y 

Llyfrau Gleision), which refers to a 1847 parliamentary report on education in Wales. In the context of American 

commerce, however, the term refers almost exclusively to the valuation guides for automobiles and, critically, the 

Blue Book of Gun Valuesby S.P. Fjestad. Understanding this distinction is vital for accurate data retrieval and

bibliographical research.

Theoretical Framework: The Physics of Valuation

Valuing a firearm is not merely an exercise in looking up a number; it is a calculation based on several deterministic

and stochastic variables. The fundamental equation of firearm valuation can be expressed through a theoretical

model:

V = (B * C) + P + R

•  V (Final Value): The estimated market price.

•  B (Base Value): The standard price for a specimen in 100% condition (as defined in the Blue Book).

•  C (Condition Coefficient): A multiplier derived from the physical state of the firearm (e.g., 0.60 for 60% 



condition).

•  P (Provenance Premium): Added value due to documented historical ownership or unique serial number 

significance.

•  R (Regionality/Rarity): Adjustments based on local demand or scarcity of the specific configuration.

The NRA Grading System vs. Blue Book Percentages

A core technical concept in the 19th edition and subsequent volumes is the translation of the NRA (National Rifle 

Association)grading system into a percentage-based model. The table below illustrates how these two paradigms

align:



NRA Grade Blue Book Percentage Equivalent Technical Criteria

New / Factory New 100% Unfired, original packaging, no 
handling marks.

Excellent 95% - 98% Minimal use, original finish nearly 
perfect, sharp rifling.

Fine 80% - 90% Minor wear on edges, slight thinning 
of bluing, wood may have minor dings.

Very Good 60% - 75% Visible wear, minor pitting (if any), 
mechanical parts in perfect order.

Good 40% - 50% Moderate wear, possible replacement 
parts (non-critical), functional.

Fair 20% - 30% Heavy wear, significant finish loss, 
may require minor mechanical repair.

Poor 0% - 10% Corroded, missing parts, unsafe for 
firing without restoration.

Technical Breakdown of the 19th Edition

The 19th edition of the Blue Book of Gun Values, identified by ISBN-10: 1886768137, contained over 1,500 

pages of dense technical data. This edition was specifically praised for its updated information on Airguns and 

Black Powder firearms, segments that were previously underserved in general valuation guides.

Core Components of the Data Snippets

When analyzing the 19th edition, technical writers must interpret several data strings found within each listing:

1.  Manufacturer Header: Includes history, location, and manufacturing dates.

2.  Model Designation: Specific nomenclature including sub-variants (e.g., Series 70 vs. Series 80 for Colt 

1911s).

3.  Technical Specifications: Caliber/Gauge, barrel length, action type, and finish options.

4.  Serialization Tables: Vital for dating the manufacture, which significantly impacts the value of "pre-ban" or 

"curio and relic" (C&R) firearms.

Procedural Guide: Executing a Professional Firearm Appraisal

Using the Blue Book of Gun Values as a primary technical resource requires a systematic workflow to ensure

accuracy. Following this step-by-step procedure minimizes the risk of overvaluation or undervaluation.

Step 1: Physical Examination and Safety Clearance

Before any appraisal, ensure the firearm is unloaded. Inspect the bore using a bore light to check for pitting or 

obstruction. Note any modifications, such as aftermarket sights, re-bluing, or stock alterations, as these often 

decrease collector value while potentially increasing utility value.

Step 2: Identification of Markings

Locate the manufacturer's name, model, caliber, and serial number. In the 19th edition, look for specific proof



marks (especially on European imports) that denote the arsenal or proof house of origin. These marks are

technical indicators of the firearm's metallurgical history.

Step 3: Determining the Condition Percentage

Use the Photo Percentage Grading System. This involves comparing the remaining original finish (bluing, case

coloring, or nickel) against the standards outlined in the Blue Book. Note that a firearm with 90% original finish is

worth significantly more than one with 90% of a modern "cold blue" touch-up.

Step 4: Cross-Referencing Serial Numbers

The 19th edition provides tables for many major manufacturers. By correlating the serial number with the year of

manufacture, you can determine if the firearm falls into a specific high-value production window (e.g., "Pre-64"

Winchesters).

Comparative Evaluation: Blue Book vs. Modern Alternatives

While the Blue Book is the industry standard, it is important to compare its utility against other market data sources.

Technical analysts often use a multi-source approach.



Metric Blue Book of Gun Values Auction Market Data 
(e.g., GunBroker)

Standard Catalog of 
Firearms

Update Frequency Annual (Print) / Constant 
(Digital)

Real-time Annual

Technical Depth High (detailed specs/
history)

Low (listing specific) Medium

Price Accuracy Conservative/Historical 
Base

Market Fluctuating Retail-focused

Condition Focus Strict Percentage System Subjective Categorical (Exc, VG, etc.)

Case Study: The Impact of Rarity and Variant Identification

Consider the Colt Python. In the 19th edition (1998), a 100% condition Python was valued significantly lower than

today's market rates. However, the technical descriptors in the 19th edition allowed collectors to identify the "Royal

Blue" finish and the 2.5-inch barrel variants, which were already identified as rare. A technical failure in appraisal

occurs when a rare 3-inch barrel variant is mistaken for a standard 4-inch barrel, potentially leading to a thousand-

dollar discrepancy in valuation.

Analyzing Failure Modes in Appraisal

Common errors in utilizing the Blue Book include:

•  Confirmation Bias: Assuming a gun is "100%" because it looks shiny, ignoring mechanical wear.

•  Ignoring Import Marks: Failing to notice small stampings from importers (like CAI or Interarms), which can 

reduce the value for purist collectors.

•  Misreading Serial Tables: Confusing a model year with a shipping year.

The Technical Evolution of S.P. Fjestad’s Legacy

The transition from the 19th edition to the current 45th+ editions and the Blue Book Onlinedatabase represents a

massive leap in data management. The 19th edition was the pinnacle of the "Paperback Era," providing a tactile

and reliable field guide that did not require internet connectivity. For the technical writer, the 19th edition serves as

a snapshot of the firearm market just prior to the "internet boom" that would eventually redefine how rare arms are

traded globally.

Engineering and Manufacturing Metadata

The Blue Book often includes technical footnotes regarding changes in metallurgy or manufacturing processes. For 

instance, the change from milled steel parts to Investment Casting or Metal Injection Molding (MIM)is often

documented. These technical shifts are crucial because collectors often place a premium on "milled" components,

citing perceived durability and craftsmanship advantages.

Strategic Implications for Collectors and Dealers

For professional entities, the Blue Book is more than a price guide; it is a risk management tool. By using the

standardized language and grading metrics established in the 19th edition, dealers can ensure clear

communication with buyers, reducing the likelihood of disputes. This standardization facilitates the "sight-unseen"



trading that characterizes modern online auctions.

Furthermore, the 19th edition's extensive section on firearm trademarksprovides a legal and technical framework

for identifying obscure or defunct brands. This is particularly useful in the appraisal of estate collections containing

"store brand" firearms (e.g., guns manufactured by Mossberg or Savage but branded as "Western Field" or "Store

Model").

Technical Checklist for Professional Documentation

1.  Verification of Model: Cross-reference with Blue Book descriptions.

2.  Finish Measurement: Quantify the percentage of remaining original finish.

3.  Mechanical Functional Test: Check timing, lock-up, and safety engagement.

4.  Documentation Review: Verify presence of original box, manual, and test targets.

5.  Final Value Calculation: Apply the Blue Book base value against market trends.

The Blue Book of Gun Values 19th Editionremains a cornerstone of firearms literature. Its rigorous approach to

cataloging, spearheaded by S.P. Fjestad, transformed a fragmented market into a professionalized industry. For the

technical writer and SEO strategist, understanding the depth of this resource is essential for producing content that

meets the needs of high-intent users, from professional appraisers to serious historical researchers. By adhering to

the precise grading systems and technical specifications outlined in these volumes, one ensures that the legacy of

firearms history is preserved through accurate and authoritative valuation.
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