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In the ecosystem of modern domestic appliances, the integration of microprocessors and sophisticated sensor 

arrays has transformed the humble washing machine into a complex electromechanical system. LG Electronics, a 

pioneer in the Inverter Direct Drive technology, utilizes a sophisticated diagnostic protocol to communicate system 

status and failure modes to users and technicians. These alphanumeric sequences, known as error codes, are not

merely indicators of failure but are the output of a logic-driven diagnostic system designed to protect the machine's

internal components from catastrophic damage. Understanding these codes requires a deep dive into the

mechanical, electrical, and algorithmic frameworks that govern contemporary laundry technology.

The Theoretical Framework of Diagnostic Logic in LG Appliances

The diagnostic architecture of an LG washing machine is centralized within the Main Printed Circuit Board (PCB). 

This component acts as the central nervous system, receiving constant data streams from a variety of sensors 

including thermistors (temperature), pressure transducers (water level), Hall effect sensors (motor position and 

speed), and reed switches (door status). When the PCB detects a value that falls outside the pre-programmed 

Operational Tolerance Range (OTR) , it triggers an interrupt in the wash cycle and displays a specific error code.

The Role of Sensors in Error Detection

To appreciate the technicality of these codes, one must understand the sensors involved:

•  Thermistors (NTC): Negative Temperature Coefficient sensors measure the resistance of the water. A 

deviation in expected resistance versus temperature triggers a tE error.

•  Hall Effect Sensors: Located on the stator of the Direct Drive motor, these sensors detect the position and 

speed of the rotor. Discrepancies here lead to LE or CE errors.

•  Pressure Transducers: These sensors convert air pressure (pushed by rising water in a tube) into a frequency 

signal (measured in kHz). If the frequency is outside the 21.4 kHz to 26.5 kHz range, a PE error is recorded.

In-Depth Analysis of Common LG Error Codes

The following sections provide a granular analysis of the most frequent error codes encountered in both front-load

and top-load LG models, detailing the mechanical triggers and electrical troubleshooting steps.

The CL Status: Understanding Child Lock Logic

It is a common misconception among end-users that CL is an error code. In technical terms, it is a Status Indicator

for the Child Lock feature. When activated, the PCB disables all physical buttons except for the Power button to

prevent accidental cycle interruption. While not a failure, a persistent CL code that cannot be cleared via the

standard two-button hold (usually 'Rinse+Spin' or 'Delay Wash') may indicate a tactile switch failure or a capacitive

sensing malfunction on the display panel.

The dE, dE1, and dE2 Series: Door Logic Failures

Door errors (dE) are triggered when the PCB cannot confirm a closed-and-locked circuit. This system typically 



involves a solenoid-driven latch and a microswitch.dE1 specifically refers to a failure where the door is closed but 

the lock mechanism cannot engage, while dE2often points to a software-hardware mismatch where the PCB

thinks the door is open despite the latch being physically engaged.

tE Errors: Thermal System Disruption

The tE code indicates a Thermistor Error. This is critical for cycles requiring specific temperatures for enzyme

activation in detergents. If the PCB detects an open circuit (infinite resistance) or a short circuit (zero resistance) in

the thermistor line, it halts operation to prevent the heating element from overheating the plastic outer tub.

Technical Comparison of Error Severities

The following table categorizes common LG error codes by their technical severity and the likely component

requiring intervention.



Error Code Full Technical Name Primary 
Component 
Involved

Severity Level Diagnostic Action

IE Inlet Error Water Inlet Valve / 
Flow Sensor

Moderate Check ohm 
resistance (standard 
0.5-1.5 k:’’à

OE Output Error Drain Pump / 
Pressure Switch

High Verify 120V/220V at 
pump terminals.

UE/uE Unbalanced Error Hall Sensor / 
Suspension Strings

Low Recalibrate load or 
check suspension 
dampening.

LE Locked Motor Error Rotor / Stator / Hall 
Sensor

Critical Check for rotor 
obstructions or Hall 
sensor failure.

PE Pressure Sensor 
Error

Water Level 
Transducer

High Measure frequency 
output of the 
transducer.

FE Overflow Error Inlet Valve / PCB 
Triac

Critical Inspect valve for 
mechanical seizing 
in 'open' position.

The LE Error: A Case Study in Direct Drive Engineering

The LE (Locked Error) is perhaps the most technically significant code. In LG's Direct Drive system, the motor is 

coupled directly to the drum without a belt. This requires high precision in the Pulse Width Modulation (PWM)

signals sent by the inverter. If the Hall sensor fails to transmit the rotor's position to the PCB within a specified

timeframe (milliseconds), the inverter shuts down to prevent 'thermal runaway' in the stator windings.

Troubleshooting the LE Error

1.  Resistance Check: Measure the resistance between the three terminals of the stator (U, V, W). They should 

be equal (typically between 5 and 15 ohms depending on the model).

2.  Hall Sensor Testing: Using a multimeter set to DC voltage, check the output of the Hall sensor while rotating 

the drum manually. You should see a toggling voltage between 0V and 10V.

3.  Wiring Harness Integrity: Vibration during high-speed spins can cause micro-fractures in the wiring harness 

connecting the motor to the PCB. Continuity testing is mandatory.

Procedural Guide: Advanced Diagnostic Mode

LG washing machines include a hidden Test Mode(also known as Service Mode) that allows technicians to

manually trigger individual components. This bypasses standard cycle logic to isolate mechanical failures.

Entering Test Mode (Front Load Models)

•  Ensure the drum is empty and the machine is powered off but plugged in.

•  Press and hold the Spin Speed and Soil Level buttons simultaneously.

•  Press the Power button while holding the other two. The machine will beep, and the display will illuminate all 

segments.



•  Press the Start/Pause button sequentially to cycle through:Drum rotation (clockwise/counter-clockwise).

•  High-speed spin (checking for bearing noise).

•  Water inlet valve activation (Cold, Hot, Pre-wash).

•  Drain pump activation.

•  Heater activation (if applicable).

The OE Error: Drainage Dynamics and Fluid Mechanics

The OE code occurs when the water level does not drop below the 'Reset' frequency on the pressure switch within 

a set time (usually 5 to 8 minutes). This involves the fluid mechanics of the drain system. Obstructions in the coin 

trap or a failure in the synchronous motor of the drain pump are the primary culprits.

Mathematical Analysis of Drain Failure

If the pump is rated at a flow rate (Q) and the volume of the tub is (V), the time (t) should be t = V/Q. If the actual

measured time (t_actual) exceeds the threshold (t_threshold) set in the PCB firmware, the OE flag is raised.

Technicians should verify that the drain hose is not installed higher than 96 inches, as the head pressure will

exceed the pump's lift capacity.

Smart Diagnosis™ and NFC Integration

Modern LG units feature Smart Diagnosis™, a technology that converts error logs into an audible frequency-shift 

keying (FSK) signal. When a user holds a smartphone near the Power button, the LG ThinQ app decodes these 

tones into a detailed technical report. This system utilizes the PCM (Pulse Code Modulation)capabilities of the

PCB to transmit internal telemetry data without requiring a physical serial connection.

Benefits of Digital Diagnostics

•  Non-Intrusive Testing: Diagnostics can be performed without disassembling the cabinet.

•  Historical Error Logging: The app can often see 'silent' errors that occurred but didn't halt the cycle.

•  Root Cause Analysis: The system distinguishes between user error (e.g., too much detergent causing an 

'SUD' error) and hardware failure.

Preventive Maintenance and Component Longevity

To mitigate the frequency of error codes, a regimen of technical maintenance is required. This involves more than

just cleaning the gasket; it requires an understanding of the machine's operational environment.

•  Voltage Stabilization: Fluctuations in line voltage can trigger PF (Power Failure) or PE codes. Using a 

dedicated circuit with surge protection is recommended.

•  Chemical Balancing: Excessive use of High-Efficiency (HE) detergent creates suds that interfere with the 

pressure switch's ability to read air pressure, leading to false OE or IE errors.

•  Mechanical Calibration: Periodically checking the leveling of the machine reduces the frequency of UE 

(Unbalanced Error) codes, which, if left unchecked, can lead to premature failure of the tub bearings.

Conclusion: The Future of Appliance Diagnostics

The evolution of LG washing machine error codes reflects a broader trend toward Proactive Maintenance and 

Internet of Things (IoT) integration. As sensors become more granular—capable of detecting vibration patterns

and electrical signatures of failing motors—the diagnostic systems will shift from 'reactive' (displaying a code after

failure) to 'predictive' (warning the user before a failure occurs). For the technical professional, these error codes



are not obstacles but precise data points that, when interpreted through the lens of engineering principles, allow for

rapid and accurate restoration of machine function. Mastering the logic of these systems ensures the longevity of

the appliance and the efficiency of the modern laundry environment.
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