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In the demanding world of fluid power and hydraulic actuation, the integrity of a system is often determined by its 

smallest components. Among these, the wiper seal—specifically the A01-B machined seal profile—plays a 

pivotal role in maintaining system purity and mechanical longevity. As hydraulic cylinders operate in environments 

ranging from sterile laboratory settings to the abrasive grit of mining undercarriages, the ability to exclude external 

contaminants while maintaining a precise internal seal is paramount. This article provides an in-depth technical 

analysis of the A01-B wiper seal, its material compositions like ECOPUR, and its application within complex

hydraulic architectures.

Understanding the Fundamental Role of Wiper Seals

Wiper seals, also known as scrapers, are designed primarily to prevent dust, dirt, grains of sand, and moisture from 

entering the hydraulic cylinder as the piston rod retracts. Without a high-performance wiper like the A01-B, these

contaminants would be drawn into the sealing system, leading to the abrasion of the primary rod seals, damage to

the cylinder bore, and eventual contamination of the hydraulic fluid. This contamination is a leading cause of valve

failure and pump degradation in high-pressure systems.

The Mechanics of Contaminant Exclusion

The A01-B is a single-acting snap-in wiper seal. Its design ensures a technically accurate closure at the cylinder 

head. Unlike secondary seals that manage fluid pressure, the wiper seal focuses on mechanical scraping. The 

scraping lip is engineered with a specific geometry that maintains contact with the rod surface even during lateral 

shifts or high-speed reciprocating motions. This contact is maintained by the inherent elasticity of the sealing 

material, often enhanced by the machined precision of the SKF Sealing Solutions framework.

Technical Specifications and Profile Analysis: The A01-B

The A01-B profile is distinguished by its "snap-in" capability, which simplifies installation into semi-open housings.

According to technical data sheets, the profile is optimized for standard housings but can be customized through

machining processes to fit unique equipment requirements.

Dimensional Parameters and Ordering Data

Precision is the cornerstone of effective sealing. The A01-B profile is defined by several critical dimensions that 

must be accurately measured to ensure a leak-free and contaminant-free interface. The standard ordering 

nomenclature typically follows the format: Profile - d x D/D1 x L/L1 [mm].

•  d: The rod diameter, representing the dynamic sealing surface.

•  D: The main housing groove diameter.

•  D1: The diameter of the retaining flange or secondary step.

•  L / L1: The total width of the seal and the width of the functional lip area.

For example, a common specification might be 50 x 58/56 x 4/1. This indicates a 50mm rod diameter, a 58mm

outer housing diameter, and a specific axial width that ensures the seal remains seated under mechanical vibration.



Surface Finish and Bearing Area

The performance of the A01-B is heavily dependent on the counter-surface finish of the piston rod. Engineering 

standards suggest a bearing area (Mr)of 50–95% at a cutting depth of 0.5 Rz, based on a reference line of Cref =

0%. This level of precision ensures that the lubricant film is thin enough to be scraped clean by the wiper lip but

sufficient to prevent dry-running and premature wear of the seal material.

Material Science: The ECOPUR Revolution

One of the most critical factors in the success of the A01-B profile is the material from which it is manufactured. 

ECOPUR, a proprietary thermoplastic polyurethane (TPU) developed by SKF, is the industry standard for machined

seals. Unlike standard molded rubbers, ECOPUR offers superior abrasion resistance and a low compression set.

Comparative Analysis of ECOPUR Variants



Material Grade Primary Characteristic Typical Application

ECOPUR Standard TPU, high wear resistance. General hydraulic cylinders, industrial 
machinery.

H-ECOPUR Hydrolysis-resistant (thermoplastic). Mining, water hydraulics, tropical 
environments.

S-ECOPUR Self-lubricating with solid additives. Dry-running conditions or non-
lubricated air.

G-ECOPUR Grease-resistant/High-modulus. Heavy-duty applications with specific 
chemical exposure.

X-ECOPUR Extra-hard for high-pressure or large 
gaps.

Custom machined components for 
extreme loads.

Why Machined Seals?

The A01-B is frequently produced as a machined seal. Unlike injection-molding, machining allows for the

production of seals in virtually any size without the need for expensive tooling. This is particularly beneficial for the

MRO (Maintenance, Repair, and Operations) sector, where a specific cylinder may have an oversized rod due to

previous repairs or where a non-standard housing was used by the original equipment manufacturer (OEM).

Hydraulic Cylinder Architecture and Wiper Integration

To understand where the A01-B fits, one must analyze the standard double-acting hydraulic cylinder. These

actuators consist of a piston, cylinder bore, piston rod, and the "head" or "gland." The gland is where the sealing

package resides, typically consisting of a rod seal, a buffer seal, and finally, the wiper seal at the outermost position.

The Dynamic Environment

In a double-acting cylinder, fluid pressure is applied to either side of the piston to extend or retract the rod. During

the retraction stroke, the rod is exposed to the external environment. This is the moment of greatest vulnerability.

The A01-B acts as the first line of defense. If the wiper fails, the rod seal (often a U-cup profile) is forced to perform

the cleaning action, which it is not designed for, leading to rapid seal failure.

A01-B vs. A01-A: A Technical Distinction

While both are wipers, the A01-A and A01-B differ in their housing compatibility and lip design. The A01-B is 

generally preferred for its snap-ininstallation in semi-open housings, whereas other profiles may require a metallic

cage or a fully closed groove. The "B" variant often features a reinforced heel to prevent the seal from being ejected

during high-speed retraction or in the presence of heavy ice or mud buildup on the rod.

Engineering Comparison of Wiper Profiles

When selecting a seal for a hydraulic system, engineers must evaluate various machined profiles. The following

table illustrates the functional differences between the A01-B and related SKF profiles.



Profile Code Action Type Housing Type Main Application

A01-A Single-acting Closed housing Standard industrial 
cylinders.

A01-B Single-acting Snap-in / Semi-open Heavy-duty, mobile 
hydraulics.

A02-A Single-acting (Reduced 
friction)

Closed housing High-speed, low-pressure 
apps.

A11-A Double-acting wiper Stepped housing Precision control, 
minimizing oil film.

Practical Implementation and Installation Guide

The longevity of an A01-B seal depends heavily on correct installation. Because these are precision-machined

components, they require careful handling to avoid damaging the delicate scraping lip.

Step-by-Step Installation Procedure

1.  Inspection of the Housing: Ensure the groove is free of burrs, metal chips, and old seal residue. Any 

scratches in the housing can provide a leak path for moisture to bypass the seal.

2.  Rod Condition: Check the piston rod for scoring or pitting. If the rod surface exceeds 0.4 µm Ra, the wiper 

will wear prematurely.

3.  Lubrication: Apply a light coat of system-compatible hydraulic oil or grease to the seal and the housing. This 

facilitates the "snap-in" motion and prevents dry-start friction.

4.  Orientation: The scraping lip must face outward (toward the environment). If installed backward, the seal will 

trap contaminants against the rod seal.

5.  Manual Insertion: For smaller diameters, the A01-B can be kidney-shaped (folded carefully) and snapped 

into the groove. For larger diameters, specialized installation tools may be required to ensure uniform seating.

Calculation of Machining Tolerances

When machining a custom A01-B seal, engineers must account for thermal expansion and swell. ECOPUR has a 

specific coefficient of expansion that differs from steel. The machined outer diameter (D) is typically slightly larger 

than the housing diameter to provide a static interference fit, ensuring the seal does not rotate or move within the

groove during operation.

Case Study: Heavy Equipment Undercarriage

In the context of undercarriage maintenance(as referenced in the 04 Key Undercarriage technical data), sealing

systems face extreme challenges. Track adjusters and tensioning cylinders are located in the "mud zone."

The Failure Scenario

A fleet of excavators experienced premature hydraulic failure in the track tensioning units. Upon teardown, it was

discovered that fine silica dust had bypassed the original molded wipers, contaminating the grease-filled

tensioners. The silica acted as a grinding paste, destroying the rod finish.

The Solution: A01-B in H-ECOPUR

The standard wipers were replaced with custom-machined A01-B seals made of H-ECOPUR. The hydrolysis-



resistant material was chosen because the machines often worked in standing water. The machined profile

provided a tighter interference fit than the previous molded seals. Post-implementation data showed a 300%

increase in service life for the rod sealing package, significantly reducing unplanned downtime.

Troubleshooting and Performance Optimization

Even with high-quality seals like the A01-B, operational issues can arise. Understanding the root cause of these

issues is vital for maintenance professionals.

Common Failure Modes

•  Lip Erosion: Caused by abrasive particles or high-velocity travel. Solution: Switch to a harder material grade 

like X-ECOPUR.

•  Thermal Degradation: The seal appears brittle or charred. This occurs when the cylinder operates above the 

temperature limit of the TPU. Solution: Use FPM/Viton or high-temp ECOPUR variants.

•  Seal Ejection: The wiper is forced out of the groove. This is often caused by pressure trapping between the 

rod seal and the wiper. Solution: Ensure the rod seal is not leaking excessively or use a vented wiper profile.

•  Streaking: Visible lines on the rod. This indicates a nick in the wiper lip, likely caused by improper installation 

or a burr on the rod.

Mathematical Modeling of Seal Life

While seal life is difficult to predict exactly, engineers use the following simplified relationship to estimate wear: W = 

K * (P * V * T) , where W is wear, K is a material constant (lower for ECOPUR), P is the contact pressure of the lip, V

 is the sliding velocity, and T is the total distance traveled. By optimizing the A01-B's lip geometry, the contact 

pressure P is minimized while maintaining exclusion efficiency, thus maximizing T.

Future Trends in Sealing Technology

The transition toward Industry 4.0is bringing smart technologies to hydraulic sealing. We are now seeing the

integration of sensors within the cylinder head to monitor the temperature and friction of the wiper seal. However,

the mechanical foundation remains the same: the excellence of the profile design. The A01-B continues to evolve

with better polymers that offer even lower friction coefficients, reducing the energy consumption of the hydraulic

system—a critical factor in the shift toward electric-hydraulic hybrid machinery.

Furthermore, the move toward sustainable fluids(biodegradable oils) requires materials that do not degrade

when exposed to synthetic esters. H-ECOPUR and specialized machined profiles like the A01-B are leading this

transition, providing the chemical compatibility necessary for the next generation of environmentally friendly heavy

equipment.

The A01-B wiper seal is more than a simple ring of polyurethane; it is a highly engineered component that stands

as the guardian of the hydraulic system. By combining the precision of SKF machined seal technology with the

robust properties of ECOPUR materials, engineers can ensure their systems remain operational in the face of the

harshest environmental challenges. Whether in a standard hydraulic actuator or a specialized undercarriage

tensioner, the A01-B provides the reliability, customization, and performance required by modern engineering

standards. Investing in high-quality machined wipers is not just a maintenance choice—it is a strategic decision to

protect the high-value assets of fluid power systems worldwide.
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