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The concept of suppressed information, popularized by works such as Daniel Smith's 100 Things

They Don't Want You to Know, serves as a focal point for understanding the intersection of

historiography, forensic science, and information security. In an era defined by rapid data

dissemination, the persistence of unsolved mysteries and alleged conspiracies suggests a complex

interplay between institutional secrecy, historical gaps, and the limitations of contemporary

investigative frameworks. This article provides an in-depth technical analysis of how information is

categorized as "hidden," the mechanisms used to maintain such states, and the rigorous

methodologies required to uncover objective truth within fragmented datasets.

1. Theoretical Framework: Information Asymmetry and
Suppression

At the core of every mystery or conspiracy lies Information Asymmetry. This is a condition where

one party possesses significantly more or higher-quality information than another. In the context of

national security or high-level corporate operations, this asymmetry is a designed feature of the

system. To understand why certain events remain "unsolved," we must first examine the

mechanisms of information entropy and classification.

The Entropy of Secrets

Information entropy, in a cryptographic and social sense, refers to the uncertainty associated with a

data set. A well-kept secret has low entropy for the possessor (who knows the truth) but high

entropy for the public. Over time, however, human systems tend toward higher entropy. According

to Dr. David Robert Grimes' Conspiracy Equation, the probability of a secret being leaked or

uncovered increases as a function of the number of conspirators and the passage of time.

The mathematical model for the probability of a leak ($P$) over time ($t$) is often represented as:

P(t) = 1 - e^{-L * t}

Where $L$ is the leak rate, which is intrinsically tied to the number of individuals ($N$) who are

privy to the information. This formula illustrates that for a conspiracy to remain hidden indefinitely,

the number of participants must be minimal, or the "cleansing" of the participant pool must be

absolute.
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2. Classification Levels and Data Segregation

To analyze the "100 Things" effectively, we must categorize them based on the methodology of

their suppression. Institutional secrets are rarely hidden in one large vault; rather, they are compar

tmentalized. This prevents any single individual from having a full overview of the operation,

effectively lowering the $N$ value in the Grimes Equation for any specific component of the secret.
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Classification Level Technical Definition Control Mechanism Impact on Investigation

Public/Open Source Information available via

libraries, archives, and

digital footprints.

None (Searchable) High accessibility, requires

synthesis.

Confidential Information that would

cause some damage if

released.

NDA, Basic Encryption Requires legal challenges

or whistleblowing.

Secret/Classified Information that could

cause serious damage to

national or corporate

security.

Air-gapped servers, SCIFs Requires high-level

clearance or forensic leaks.

Top Secret/SAP Special Access Programs;

information that could

cause grave damage.

Need-to-know basis,

Biometrics

Extremely difficult to verify;

often remains mythical.
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3. Technical Analysis of Unsolved Crimes: Forensic Limitations

A significant portion of the mysteries discussed by Smith involves unsolved crimes, such as the

identity of Jack the Ripper. The technical challenge in these cases is not necessarily suppression

by a "cabal," but rather the temporal degradation of evidence. In forensic science, the Locard's

Exchange Principle states that "every contact leaves a trace." However, in historical cases, those

traces are subject to environmental and biological decay.

Case Study: Forensic Reconstruction of Jack the Ripper

Modern investigators apply Geographic Profiling and DNA Phenotyping to 19th-century

evidence. The challenge is the contamination of the chain of custody. When analyzing the "things

they don't want you to know" regarding the Ripper, the technical focus shifts to mitochondrial

DNA (mtDNA) analysis. Because mtDNA is passed through the maternal line, it is hardier than

nuclear DNA, yet its lack of uniqueness makes it difficult to pinpoint a specific suspect among a

population of related individuals.

4. Financial Mysteries: The Logistics of Nazi Gold

The disappearance of Nazi gold represents a massive failure in financial auditing and forensic

accounting. From a technical perspective, moving hundreds of tons of bullion requires a logistical

framework involving transport manifestos, central bank ledgers, and international money

laundering channels. The mystery persists because of Layering-a money laundering technique

where assets are moved through multiple transactions to distance them from their source.

Quantitative Analysis of Asset Displacement

To track such assets, forensic accountants use Benford's Law, which predicts the frequency of

leading digits in numerical datasets. When financial records are falsified to hide the movement of

gold or stolen wealth, the leading digits often deviate from the expected distribution (e.g., the digit 1

appearing ~30% of the time). Analysts looking for "hidden truths" in the movement of WWII-era

assets use these mathematical tools to identify which bank ledgers have been tampered with or

retroactively adjusted.

5. The Mechanics of Modern Myth-Making: UFOs and Men in Black

Phenomena like UFOs and the "Men in Black" (MIB) occupy the intersection of Signal Intelligence

(SIGINT) and Psychological Operations (PSYOPs). Technically, many UFO sightings can be

attributed to the testing of Low Observable (LO) technology. When a civilian observes a craft

with a low radar cross-section and unconventional propulsion, the "suppression" of this information

is a standard procedure of the Advanced Aerospace Threat Identification Program (AATIP) or

its predecessors.

Page 4 of 8



TECHNICAL GUIDE | TECHNICAL PAPER

The SIGINT Gap

- Radar Cross-Section (RCS) Reduction: Use of RAM (Radiation-Absorbent Material) to

minimize detection.

- Frequency Hopping: Communication protocols used by "unidentified" craft to avoid interception

by standard radio equipment.

- Plasma Stealth: A theoretical mechanism where a craft is surrounded by ionized gas to absorb

EM waves.

The "Men in Black" phenomenon is often analyzed by sociologists as a form of Social

Engineering. By creating a mythological figure that intimidates witnesses, organizations can

effectively suppress first-hand accounts without resorting to legal action, utilizing fear as a primary

data-control mechanism.

6. OSINT: The Investigative Workflow for Uncovering Hidden Data

For a Senior Technical Writer or Researcher, the goal is to move from speculation to Open Source

Intelligence (OSINT). The following workflow is used by modern investigative journalists to verify

"hidden" information.

Step-by-Step OSINT Protocol

1. Entity Extraction: Identify all names, dates, and locations mentioned in a claim (e.g., from

Smith's book).

2. Digital Footprint Mapping: Use tools like Maltego to visualize relationships between individuals

and organizations.

3. Satellite Imagery Analysis: Utilize Google Earth Pro or Sentinel Hub to inspect "mysterious

landmarks" for changes over time.

4. Metadata Forensic Analysis: Examine the EXIF data of leaked photos to determine the precise

latitude, longitude, and device used.

5. Public Record Requests: Utilize the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) to request declassified

documents. A technical tip: Request the "Index of Records" rather than specific files to see

what is being withheld.

7. Comparison of Mystery Categories and Investigative Difficulty

Not all secrets are created equal. The difficulty in uncovering a "hidden truth" depends on the age

of the event and the resources of the entity protecting it.
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Category Primary Obstacle Key Tool for ResolutionConfidence Level (Modern)

Historical Mystery Physical Decay Carbon Dating / DNA Moderate

State Secrets Legal/Security Barriers FOIA / Whistleblowers Low to Moderate

Corporate Cover-ups Financial Obfuscation Auditing / Insiders Moderate

Paranormal/UFOs Lack of Hard Data Sensor Fusion / SIGINT Low

Unsolved Crimes Chain of Custody Forensic Science High (with new tech)
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8. The Mathematics of Disappearances

Disappearances at sea or in remote areas (like the Bermuda Triangle or the Great Dismal Swamp)

are often attributed to supernatural forces. However, Bayesian Search Theory provides a

technical explanation for why these remains stay hidden. By calculating the probability of a target's

location ($P(A)$) based on its last known position and environmental factors (currents, wind),

researchers can create a probability map. The "mystery" remains when the Detection Probability

($P(D)$) is lower than the search resources allow.

For a search to be successful, the Probability of Success (POS) is defined as:

POS = P(A) × P(D)

If the environment is technically challenging (e.g., the deep ocean floor), $P(D)$ approaches zero,

regardless of how much "they" want the object found or hidden. The "secret" in this case is not

human-led, but rather an artifact of physical and geographical constraints.

9. Psychological Dynamics: Why We Believe the "Hidden"

From a technical psychological perspective, the attraction to what Daniel Smith calls "things they

don't want you to know" is driven by Proportionality Bias. This is the cognitive tendency to

assume that a massive, world-altering event (like a presidential assassination) must have a

massive, complex cause. When the actual cause is mundane (a lone actor), the brain seeks a

more complex "hidden" narrative to satisfy the bias.

Cognitive Biases in Secret-Seeking

- Confirmation Bias: Only seeking data that supports the conspiracy.

- Apophenia: Perceiving patterns in random data (crucial in identifying "astonishing

coincidences").

- Internal Locus of Control: The belief that understanding secrets gives one power over a

chaotic world.

10. Field Guide: Verifying "Unsolved" Claims

For those looking to move beyond the bite-sized summaries of mysteries and into serious technical

investigation, the following field guide provides a framework for evaluating claims of suppression.

Technical Checklist for Claim Verification

1. Source Verifiability: Does the claim originate from a primary source (eye-witness, document) or

a secondary interpretation?

2. Physical Feasibility: Does the claimed event violate the laws of physics or current engineering
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capabilities (e.g., the construction of ancient landmarks)?

3. Economic Incentive: Who benefits from the suppression? If there is no clear financial or

political gain, the likelihood of a high-level cover-up decreases.

4. Information Durability: Has the information survived through multiple independent channels, or

is it a single-source leak?

Common Failure Modes in Investigative Research

Researchers often fail when they ignore Ockham's Razor: the simplest explanation with the fewest

assumptions is usually the correct one. In the technical analysis of conspiracies, one must

differentiate between Malice (deliberate suppression) and Incompetence (bureaucratic error or loss

of records). Statistical data suggests that institutional incompetence accounts for a significantly

higher percentage of "lost" information than active malevolent suppression.

As we navigate the vast landscape of mysteries, from the location of Nazi gold to the true identity

of Jack the Ripper, the focus must remain on the rigorous application of the scientific method.

While the allure of the "hidden" is powerful, the technical reality is often found in the gaps of our

current technology, the decay of our historical records, and the inherent complexity of human

systems. By utilizing OSINT, forensic accounting, and Bayesian models, the independent

researcher can begin to bridge the gap between what is "known" and what is merely "hidden."

The pursuit of truth is not merely about uncovering a single "smoking gun" but about the systematic

reduction of uncertainty. Whether it is through the declassification of government archives or the

application of modern DNA sequencing to century-old cold cases, the architecture of secrets is

slowly being dismantled. The "100 things" are not static mysteries; they are challenges to our

collective intelligence, demanding better data, sharper tools, and a more profound commitment to

objective reality in an age of pervasive misinformation.
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