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Blood in My Eye, the final work of George L. Jackson, serves as a seminal text in the canon of radical political 

philosophy. Completed only days before his death in August 1971 at San Quentin State Prison, the book 

transcends the boundaries of standard prison literature. It functions as a complex synthesis of Marxian dialectics, 

Maoist strategy, and structuralist analysisof the American socio-political landscape. This article provides a

comprehensive technical breakdown of Jackson's theories, the organizational mechanics of the revolutionary

movements he influenced, and the historical context of his resistance against what he termed the 'fascist'

infrastructure of the United States.

Historical Context and the Genesis of the Text

To understand the technical depth of Blood in My Eye, one must first analyze the environment in which it was 

forged. George Jackson was a co-founder of the Black Guerrilla Family (BGF) and a prominent member of the 

Black Panther Party. His incarceration began at age 18 for a $70 gas station robbery, eventually leading to a life

sentence under California’s indeterminate sentencing laws. This legal framework, which Jackson analyzed as a

mechanism of social control, provided the impetus for his transition from a traditional inmate to a highly

sophisticated political theorist.

The text itself is a collection of letters and essays that address the transition from civil rights advocacy to 

revolutionary resistance. It was written during a period of intense domestic upheaval, including the Vietnam War

and the rise of global anti-colonial movements. Jackson’s primary objective was to redefine the struggle of the 'sub-

proletariat'—specifically incarcerated people and the disenfranchised Black population—within a global context of

class struggle.

Core Theoretical Framework: Marxism and the Lumpenproletariat

Jackson’s philosophy is deeply rooted in Marxism-Leninism, yet it adapts these 19th-century theories to the 

specific racial and economic conditions of 20th-century America. He identifies the lumpenproletariat(the

'underclass' or 'unemployable') not as a reactionary force, as traditional Marxists often did, but as the primary

catalyst for revolutionary change. This adaptation is a critical technical pivot in his work.

The Mechanism of Dialectical Materialism

Jackson utilizes dialectical materialism to analyze the relationship between the state and the oppressed. In his 

view, the internal contradictions of the capitalist state inevitably lead to a state of 'preventative counter-revolution' or 

fascism. He argues that the state does not wait for a revolution to occur; it preemptively militarizes its police and

prison systems to suppress the potential for organized dissent.

Defining the 'New Fascism'

A recurring theme in Blood in My Eyeis the technical definition of fascism. Jackson diverges from European

models (Mussolini/Hitler) to describe an American iteration. He identifies three core components of this system:



•  Technological Hegemony: The use of advanced surveillance and communication to monitor dissent.

•  Legal Elasticity: The creation of vague laws (e.g., conspiracy charges) to neutralize political leaders.

•  Economic Integration: The alignment of corporate interests with state military-industrial complexes to ensure 

the permanence of the status quo.

Technical Analysis of Revolutionary Organizational Mechanics

Jackson does not merely theorize; he provides a blueprint for the formation of a vanguard party and clandestine 

organizational structures. His approach to urban guerrilla warfare is modeled after Che Guevara’s Foco Theory

but modified for a high-density, technologically advanced urban environment.

The Cellular Structure of Resistance

Jackson advocates for a decentralized, cellular organization to maximize security and operational efficiency. The

mechanics of these cells include:

1.  Autonomy: Each cell operates independently to prevent the collapse of the entire network if one cell is 

compromised.

2.  Political Education: Every operative must be a 'political soldier,' blending tactical capability with deep 

ideological understanding.

3.  Logistical Self-Sufficiency: Cells are tasked with securing their own resources through 'expropriation'—a 

technical term for redirecting state or corporate resources toward the movement.

Comparison of Political Paradigms

The following table illustrates the divergence between reformist political strategies and the revolutionary framework 

established by Jackson in Blood in My Eye.



Feature Reformist Strategy Jackson’s Revolutionary Strategy

Primary Objective Legislative change within the existing 
system.

Total structural transformation 
(Overthrow).

View of the State Neutral arbiter capable of 
improvement.

Inherently fascist and repressive tool 
of the elite.

Methodology Voting, lobbying, and peaceful protest. Armed resistance and urban guerrilla 
tactics.

Class Focus Working class (Proletariat). Lumpenproletariat and the 
'Incarcerated Class'.

Internationalism Nationalistic or isolationist. Solidarity with global Third World anti-
colonialism.

Practical Implementation and Field Guide to Resistance

In the latter sections of the book, Jackson shifts from philosophy to the praxis of resistance. This section of his 

writing functions as a manual for what he calls the 'war of the flea.' He emphasizes that a smaller, technologically 

disadvantaged force can defeat a superpower by utilizing asymmetric warfare.

The Three Stages of Revolutionary Development

Jackson outlines a technical progression for revolutionary movements:

•  Stage 1: Underground Preparation: Focus on clandestine recruitment, intelligence gathering, and the 

establishment of safe houses.

•  Stage 2: Selective Sabotage: Targeted attacks on infrastructure and state symbols to demonstrate the 

vulnerability of the system and radicalize the masses.

•  Stage 3: General Insurrection: Transitioning from guerrilla tactics to open conflict once the state’s legitimacy 

has been sufficiently eroded.

The Role of the 'Political Prisoner'

Jackson redefined the prisoner as a key revolutionary actor. He argued that the prison is a microcosm of the state; 

therefore, the resistance within the prison is a technical rehearsal for the resistance outside. This involves the 

politicization of criminal activity, where inmates begin to view their incarceration as a result of class warfare

rather than individual failure.

Case Study: The Soledad Brothers and the August 1970 Incident

The practical application of Jackson’s theories can be seen in the events surrounding the Soledad Brothers

(Jackson, Fleeta Drumgo, and John Clutchette). Accused of killing a prison guard in retaliation for the shooting of

three Black inmates at Soledad Prison, their case became a global cause célèbre.

Tactical Failure and Theoretical Lessons

On August 7, 1970, George’s younger brother, Jonathan Jackson, attempted to liberate several inmates from the 

Marin County Courthouse by taking a judge and several jurors hostage. This event, which ended in the death of 

Jonathan, the judge, and two others, is analyzed by George in Blood in My Eyeas a supreme act of revolutionary

love and tactical daring. However, from a technical standpoint, Jackson acknowledges the necessity of better



coordination and the risks of premature action without a broader support network.

The San Quentin Incident (August 21, 1971)

George Jackson was killed during an alleged escape attempt involving a 9mm pistol smuggled into the prison. 

While the official narrative remains contested, the event catalyzed the Attica Prison Riotweeks later. The

technical implication of Jackson’s death was the transformation of a theorist into a martyr, which effectively

radicalized a generation of activists and solidified the ideology presented in his book.

Troubleshooting Common Revolutionary Errors

Jackson identifies several 'failure modes' that movements often encounter. Addressing these is crucial for the

technical stability of any radical organization:

•  Vanguard Elitism: The danger of the revolutionary leadership becoming disconnected from the people they 

represent.

•  Adventurism: Engaging in high-risk actions without a strategic purpose or sufficient preparation, leading to 

unnecessary losses.

•  Liberal Reformism: The tendency for movements to be co-opted by minor concessions from the state, which 

dilutes the revolutionary goal.

•  Security Breaches: Failure to maintain strict 'need-to-know' protocols, often due to ego or lack of discipline.

Synthesis of Broader Sociopolitical Implications

The legacy of Blood in My Eye persists in modern discussions regarding the Prison-Industrial Complex (PIC)and

abolitionist movements. Jackson’s technical analysis of the prison as a tool of political and economic suppression

predates much of the academic work on mass incarceration by decades. He accurately predicted the expansion of

the carceral state as a response to the deindustrialization of American cities and the subsequent growth of the

'surplus population.'

Furthermore, Jackson’s work emphasizes the psychological dimension of revolution. He argues that the first step in 

dismantling a fascist system is 'killing the slave within'—a process of decolonizing the mind and rejecting the 

ideological conditioning of the state. This makes Blood in My Eye not just a manual for physical resistance, but a 

foundational text for critical consciousness.

Ultimately, George Jackson’s final work challenges the reader to view political conflict through a lens of absolute 

commitment. By framing the struggle as an existential battle between life (the revolution) and death (the status 

quo), he creates a high-stakes theoretical framework that remains a point of intense study for political scientists, 

historians, and activists alike. The technical precision of his Marxian application, combined with his lived experience 

within the American penal system, ensures that Blood in My Eyeremains a vital, albeit controversial, cornerstone

of revolutionary thought.
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