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The transition into the Further Education and Training (FET) phase in South African schools represents a
significant escalation in academic rigor. For Grade 10 learners, Afrikaans First Additional Language (FAL)—referred
to as Afrikaans Eerste Addisionele Taal (EAT)—becomes a pivotal subject that requires more than just
conversational proficiency. It demands a technical understanding of linguistic structures, a critical eye for literary
analysis, and the ability to produce structured, formal transactional texts. This guide serves as a technical deep-
dive into the Grade 10 Afrikaans syllabus, offering a framework for educators and learners to navigate the CAPS
(Curriculum Assessment Policy Statements) requirements effectively.

The Theoretical Framework of the Grade 10 Afrikaans Curriculum

The Grade 10 Afrikaans curriculum is built upon a communicative approach integrated with structural and literary
components. Unlike the Senior Phase (Grades 7-9), the FET phase focuses on the nuance of languageand the
application of complex grammatical rules in various contexts. The curriculum is divided into four primary pillars:

« Listening and Speaking (Luister en Praat): Developing the ability to comprehend complex oral texts and
respond with articulate, grammatically correct arguments.

* Reading and Viewing (Lees en Kyk): This involves the analysis of prescribed literature (short stories, poetry,
and novels) and visual texts (advertisements, cartoons, and graphs).

e Writing and Presenting (Skryf en Aanbied): Focusing on the mechanics of essay writing and transactional
tasks like formal letters, emails, and reviews.

e Language Structures and Conventions (Taalstrukture en -konvensies): The technical "engine room" of the
language, encompassing syntax, morphology, and phonology.

Paper-Based Assessment Breakdown

Understanding the technical distribution of marks is essential for prioritizing study efforts. The following table
illustrates the typical examination structure for Grade 10 Afrikaans FAL.



Assessment Paper Focus Area Weighting (Marks) Core Competencies

Tested

Paper 1 Language in Context 80 Marks Comprehension, Summary,
Visual Literacy, and
Grammar.

Paper 2 Literature 70 Marks Contextual questions on

prescribed poems and
short stories.

Paper 3 Writing 100 Marks Creative essays and
transactional texts (formal
and informal).

Paper 4 Orals 50 Marks Prepared speeches,
listening comprehension,
and conversations.

Technical Analysis: The Mechanics of Afrikaans Syntax (STOMPI)

The most critical structural concept in Grade 10 Afrikaans is the STOMPIrule. This is a mathematical-like formula
for sentence construction that ensures grammatical accuracy in both writing and speaking. Mastering this
sequence is non-negotiable for students aiming for high-distinction results.

The STOMPI Formula Breakdown
1. S (Subjek/Subject): The person or thing performing the action.
2. v1 (Verb 1): The first finite verb or auxiliary verb. In a basic present tense sentence, this is the main action.
3. T (Tyd/Time): When the action happens (e.g., *gister*, *vandag*, *om drie-uur®).
4. O (Objek/Object): The person or thing receiving the action.
5. M (Manier/Manner): How the action is performed (e.g., *vinnig*, *met 'n pen*).
6. P (Plek/Place): Where the action happens (e.g., *by die skool*, *in die huis*).
7. v2 (Verb 2): The main verb or infinitive, usually located at the end of the sentence.
8. | (Infinitief/Infinitive): Words following "om te..."

Example Analysis: English: The boy quickly kicks the ball in the garden today. Afrikaans
(Correct STOMPI): Die seun (S) skop (v1) vandag (T) die bal (O) vinnig (M) in die tuin (P).If we add a helping verb:
Die seun (S) wil (v1) vandag (T) die bal (O) vinnig (M) in die tuin (P) skop (v2).

Core Literature Requirements: Short Stories and Poetry

As indicated in technical teaching resources like the Woema Grade 10 Onderwysgids and The Answer Series,
Grade 10 students are typically required to study six short stories (kortverhale) and a selection of poetry
(gedigte). The shift in Grade 10 is moving away from literal comprehension toward inferential understanding.

The Anatomy of Literature Analysis
When analyzing prescribed texts, students must employ a technical vocabulary. Key terms include:
¢ Tema (Theme): The underlying message or central idea of the story.

« Intrige (Plot): The sequence of events, including the eksposisie (introduction), motoriese moment (inciting
incident), klimaks (climax), and afwikkeling (resolution).



e Vertellersperspektief (Narrative Perspective): Is the story told by an eerstepersoonverteller (I-narrator) or an
alwetende verteller (third-person omniscient narrator)?

« Stylfigure (Figures of Speech): Recognizing metafore (metaphors), vergelykings (similes), and personifikasie
(personification).

 Uiterlike Bou (External Structure): Specifically for poetry, looking at strofes (stanzas), reéls (lines), and
rymskema (rhyme scheme).

Comparative Analysis of Study Resources

Choosing the right technical aids can significantly impact performance. Here is a comparison of leading Grade 10
Afrikaans resources available in South Africa.



Resource Name Primary Strength Target Audience Key Features

The Answer Series (TAS) Comprehensive Exam Prep Self-study learners Detailed Q&amp;A,
summaries of literature,
and practice papers.

Woema Grade 10 Curriculum Alignment Classroom &amp; Teacher Heavy focus on vocabulary,
use grammar structures, and
scaffolding.
Best Books Eksamenhulp Practical Drill Work Revision-focused learners Focused exercises on

language (Taal) and
specific exam techniques.

Oxford Succesful Foundational Knowledge Diverse learners Clear explanations of
CAPS requirements and
step-by-step guides.

Practical Implementation: A Field Guide for Language Mastery

Achieving fluency and academic success in Grade 10 Afrikaans requires a multi-faceted approach. Use the
following operational checklist to ensure all curriculum bases are covered.

1.Vocabulary Acquisition (Woordeskatbou)

Technical proficiency is limited by the size of a student's lexicon. Students should maintain a "Kernwoordelys"
(Core Vocabulary List) categorized by themes such as environment, technology, and social issues. Woema Books
emphasizes the importance of learning words in context rather than in isolation.

2. Mastering the "Ontkennende Vorm" (Negative Form)

One of the most complex procedural tasks in Afrikaans is the double negative. The rule states that most negative
sentences must have two "nie" markers. The placement of the second "nie" follows specific rules depending on
whether there is an infinitive or a prepositional phrase.

3.The 3-Step Summary Technique

In Paper 1, students must summarize a 350-word text into 70 words. The technical procedure is:Step 1: Identify the
7 main points (ignore examples and fluff).Step 2: Rewrite these points in full Afrikaans sentences using unique
phrasing (avoid "lifting" or direct copying).Step 3: Verify the word count and ensure the logical flow of information.

Troubleshooting and Common Failure Modes

Many Grade 10 learners struggle not because of a lack of effort, but due to systematic errors in their study
approach. Identifying these failure modes early is key to remediation.

Common Error: Anglicisms and Direct Translation

Students often think in English and translate word-for-word into Afrikaans. This leads to Anglisismes. For example,
saying "Ek is koud" (I am cold) instead of the correct "Ek het koud" or "Dit is koud." Technical study guides like Best
Books provide exhaustive lists of these errors to help students avoid them.

Common Error: Misinterpreting Literature Questions

In Paper 2, learners often lose marks because they provide a literal answer to a figurative question. If a question



asks about the "ironie"of a situation, the student must provide the contrast between expectation and reality, not
just a summary of what happened.

Operational Challenges in Time Management

Paper 3 (Writing) is the most common area for time-management failure. A technical approach involves allocating
time based on mark weighting:Essay (50 Marks): 60 minutes (10 mins planning, 40 mins writing, 10 mins editing).
Long Transactional (30 Marks): 30 minutes.Short Transactional (20 Marks): 20 minutes.

Strategic Synthesis and Academic Outlook

The mastery of Grade 10 Afrikaans is a precursor to success in the National Senior Certificate (NSC)
examinations. By viewing the language not merely as a set of words to be memorized, but as a system of
structures (STOMPI), thematic frameworks (Literature), and transactional protocols (Writing), students can move
beyond basic passing grades toward high-level linguistic competence.

Resources such as The Answer Series and Woemaprovide the necessary scaffolding, but the learner's
consistent application of these technical rules—particularly the rigorous practice of past exam papers and the
expansion of contextual vocabulary—remains the determining factor. As the curriculum progresses, the focus on
visual literacy and critical thinking will only intensify, making the foundational work done in Grade 10 the most
critical investment in a student's secondary education career. By following a structured, step-by-step methodology
in studying the six required short stories and the nuances of Paper 1 grammar, learners position themselves to not
only meet CAPS requirements but to excel in a multilingual South African professional landscape.
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