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The second-generation Jeep Grand Cherokee, designated as the WJ (and WG for international markets), 

represents a pivotal era in the evolution of the luxury SUV. Produced between 1999 and 2004, the WJ was a 

complete redesign of the preceding ZJ platform, sharing only 127 parts with its predecessor. For automotive 

engineers, restorers, and off-road enthusiasts, maintaining the structural and mechanical integrity of this vehicle 

requires a deep understanding of its unique architecture, sophisticated four-wheel-drive systems, and the intricate 

MOPAR parts cataloging system. This article provides a comprehensive technical analysis of the WJ platform,

offering a high-level roadmap for identifying, sourcing, and implementing critical replacement components.

The Engineering Architecture of the WJ Platform

The Jeep Grand Cherokee WJ was engineered with a focus on improving NVH (Noise, Vibration, and Harshness) 

while maintaining the off-road capability for which the brand is known. Unlike body-on-frame SUVs, the WJ utilizes 

a Uniframeconstruction. This design integrates the frame and body into a single, cohesive unit, providing high

torsional rigidity without the weight penalty of a traditional ladder frame. However, this design necessitates precise

structural repairs; if the unibody is compromised by rust or impact, the vehicle's geometry and safety systems can

be significantly altered.

The PowerTech Engine Series

The WJ offered two primary powerplants that defined its mechanical character. Understanding the specific 

components of these engines is vital when consulting a Jeep WJ parts manual:

•  4.0L PowerTech I-6: This engine is an evolution of the legendary AMC straight-six. While known for its 

longevity, the WJ version featured a revised cylinder head (the 0331 casting) and a distributorless ignition system. 

Technicians must be aware of the 0331 head's susceptibility to cracking between the #3 and #4 cylinders if 

overheated.

•  4.7L PowerTech V8: A clean-sheet design at the time, this SOHC (Single Over Head Cam) engine utilized 

aluminum cylinder heads and a cast-iron block. The 4.7L introduced the 45RFE multi-speed automatic 

transmission, which featured three planetary gear sets and sophisticated electronic controls.

Technical Analysis: Decoding the WJ VIN and Parts Catalog

Effective maintenance begins with accurate identification. The WJ Parts Catalog (often found in OCR-processed 

PDF formats exceeding 380 pages) is organized by groups such as Engine, Transmission, Suspension, and 

Electrical. To navigate these manuals, one must first master the Vehicle Identification Number (VIN) plate 

decoding.

VIN Breakdown for the Jeep Grand Cherokee WJ

The 17-digit VIN is located on the driver's side dashboard and provides critical data for selecting the correct OEM 

2001 Jeep Grand Cherokee parts:



Digit Position Meaning Technical Context

1 Country of Origin 1 = USA (Detroit/Jefferson North 
Assembly)

2 Make J = Jeep

3 Vehicle Type 4 = MPV (Multi-Purpose Vehicle)

4 GVWR / Brake System G = 5001-6000 lbs, Hydraulic Brakes

5 Vehicle Line W = Grand Cherokee (4x4), A = 
Grand Cherokee (4x2)

6 Series 2 = Laredo, 4 = Limited, 5 = Overland

7 Body Style 8 = 4-Door Sport Utility

8 Engine Type S = 4.0L I6, N = 4.7L V8, J = 4.7L HO 
V8

9 Check Digit Used for VIN validation

10 Model Year X=1999, Y=2000, 1=2001, 2=2002, 
3=2003, 4=2004

11 Assembly Plant C = Jefferson North, Detroit, MI

12-17 Sequence Number Unique production number

Advanced Drivetrain Mechanics: Quadra-Drive and Vari-Lok

One of the WJ's most significant technical achievements was the Quadra-Drive 4WD system. This system 

combined the New Venture Gear NV247 transfer case with Vari-Lok progressive axles (both front and rear). 

Unlike traditional limited-slip differentials that rely on friction discs and pre-load springs, the Vari-Lok system utilizes 

a gerotor pump.

The Gerotor Mechanism Performance

When a speed difference occurs between the left and right wheels, the gerotor pump—integrated into the 

differential—is activated. This pump pressurizes hydraulic fluid, which then engages a multi-disc clutch pack to 

transfer torque to the wheel with the most traction. This process is entirely mechanical and proactive, reacting 

within a fraction of a wheel revolution. When sourcing Jeep WJ replacement partsfor the drivetrain, it is

imperative to use the correct friction modifier (MOPAR MS-10222) to prevent chatter and premature wear of the

gerotor pumps.

Comparison Analysis: WJ vs. ZJ for Winter Wheeling

When selecting a platform for harsh winter conditions or off-road modifications, enthusiasts often compare the ZJ

(1993–1998) and the WJ (1999–2004). The following matrix highlights the technical disparities that affect parts

sourcing and performance.



Feature Jeep Grand Cherokee ZJ Jeep Grand Cherokee WJ

Front Suspension Quadra-Link (4-control arms) Wider Quadra-Link (Improved 
geometry)

Rear Suspension 4-Link with Track Bar 3-Link with A-Arm (Triangulated upper)

Steering System Haltenberger Linkage Cross-Over Steering (Standard)

Braking System Single Piston Calipers (Teves) Dual Piston Akebono (Post-2002 
upgrade)

Transfer Case NV249 (Viscous Coupler) NV247 (Gerotor Pump)

Chassis Width Narrower track width Wider track (Better stability)

From a technical writer's perspective, the WJ's transition to a triangulated rear A-arm eliminated the need for a 

rear track bar, which significantly improved lateral axle stability. However, this A-arm's central ball joint is a common 

failure point that requires specialized MOPAR parts for replacement.

The Critical Role of the MOPAR Parts Manual

For a vehicle that has been out of production for two decades, the Jeep WJ 2001 Grand Cherokee MOPAR Parts 

Catalogis more than a list; it is an engineering schematic. These manuals use exploded diagrams that allow a

technician to identify the exact sequence of washers, shims, and gaskets required for complex assemblies.

Sourcing Strategies for Discontinued Components

As the WJ ages, some OEM components become "No Longer Available" (NLA). A strategic approach to parts

procurement involves three tiers:

1.  New Old Stock (NOS): Original parts found in dealer inventories. Best for sensors and critical engine 

components (e.g., Crankshaft Position Sensors).

2.  Aftermarket Specialty (Quadratec/Crown/Omix): These companies manufacture parts to OEM specifications. 

They are excellent for suspension bushings, body panels, and lighting.

3.  Remanufactured: Essential for heavy mechanicals like the 45RFE transmission or the 4.7L SOHC cylinder 

heads.

Field Guide: Addressing the "Death Wobble" in WJ Models

A technical discussion of the WJ platform would be incomplete without addressing the Death Wobble—a violent,

self-sustaining oscillation of the front axle. This phenomenon is a result of harmonic resonance within the steering

and suspension geometry.

Step-by-Step Diagnostic Procedure

1.  Torque Verification: Ensure the track bar bolts are torqued to 125 ft-lbs. Even a slight ovaling of the mounting 

hole can trigger oscillation.

2.  Tie Rod End (TRE) Inspection: Check the four TREs for play. Use a dry-steer test where an assistant turns 

the steering wheel while the technician observes the joints under load.

3.  Steering Damper: While often blamed, the damper only masks the problem. A failing damper (Part 



#52088251AD) should be replaced only after the root mechanical cause is identified.

4.  Control Arm Bushings: Inspect the upper and lower control arm bushings for dry rot or tearing. The WJ uses 

fluid-filled bushings in some applications, which can leak and lose their damping properties.

Case Study: 2001 WJ Electrical System and the PCI Bus

The 2001 model year marked a significant integration of the PCI (Programmable Communications Interface) Bus

. This is a single-wire multiplexing system that allows various modules (PCM, BCM, TCM, VIC) to communicate.

Technical failure in one module can lead to "phantom" issues in another.

Troubleshooting the Body Control Module (BCM)

If a 2001 Grand Cherokee experiences intermittent door lock failures, lighting issues, or security system 

shutdowns, the BCM is often the culprit. Unlike older analog systems, the WJ BCM requires a DRBIII scan tool for 

deep diagnostics. When replacing electrical Jeep WJ parts, technicians must verify the part number suffix (e.g.,

AB, AC, AD) to ensure firmware compatibility across the PCI bus.

Fluid Capacities and Technical Specifications

Maintaining a WJ requires strict adherence to fluid specifications, particularly for the NV247 transfer case and the

Vari-Lok axles. Using the wrong fluid can lead to catastrophic component failure within 5,000 miles.



System Fluid Type Capacity (Approximate)

Engine (4.0L I6) 10W-30 API Certified 6.0 Quarts (5.7L)

Engine (4.7L V8) 5W-30 API Certified 6.0 Quarts (5.7L)

Transmission (45RFE) ATF+4 (MS-9602) Service Fill: 5-7 Quarts

Transfer Case (NV247) MOPAR Transfer Case Lubricant 1.6 Quarts (1.5L)

Front Axle (Dana 30) 75W-140 Synthetic + Modifier 1.2 Quarts (1.1L)

Rear Axle (Dana 44a) 75W-140 Synthetic + Modifier 2.3 Quarts (2.2L)

The use of Synthetic 75W-140is non-negotiable for the Dana 44a (aluminum center section) axles, especially

when towing or off-roading, as the aluminum housing dissipates heat differently than cast iron, leading to potential

gear oil shearing under high thermal loads.

The Structural Integrity of WJ Body Parts

For those performing a restoration, the 1999-2004 Jeep Grand Cherokee WJ Replacement Partscatalog for

body components reveals the complexity of the vehicle's crumple zones and safety cells. The WJ was one of the

first SUVs to utilize high-strength, low-alloy (HSLA) steel in critical pillars. When replacing quarter panels or floor

pans, MIG welding techniques must be adjusted to maintain the metallurgical properties of the HSLA steel.

Furthermore, the 2004 model year received a unique front fascia and grill mounting system that is not backwards

compatible with the 1999–2003 models without changing the header panel (Part #55135898AF).

Synthesizing the WJ Technical Ecosystem

The Jeep Grand Cherokee WJ occupies a unique space in automotive history, bridging the gap between rugged, 

mechanical 4x4s and the tech-heavy SUVs of the modern era. Successful long-term operation of these vehicles 

depends entirely on the owner's ability to access and interpret technical data. Whether it is utilizing an OCR-

processed 2001 parts manualto find a specific O-ring for an AC compressor or decoding a VIN to determine if a

vehicle is equipped with the High Output (HO) 4.7L engine, the documentation is the foundation of the work.

As these vehicles transition from daily drivers to modern classics, the demand for high-quality OEM parts and 

accessorieswill continue to grow. The technical challenges—such as the BCM's PCI bus integration or the gerotor-

based Quadra-Drive system—require a disciplined, diagnostic approach. However, for those willing to master the

WJ's specific engineering quirks, the platform offers a level of comfort, capability, and mechanical transparency that

is increasingly rare in the contemporary automotive landscape. By adhering to original MOPAR specifications and

understanding the theoretical frameworks of its suspension and drivetrain systems, the WJ can remain a reliable

and formidable vehicle for both highway transit and technical trail exploration.
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