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Introduction: The Genesis of Modern Word of Faith Theology

The literary and teaching corpus of Kenneth E. Hagin represents a pivotal shift in 20th-century Charismatic 

theology. Often referred to as the father of the Word of Faith movement, Hagin’s work—largely disseminated 

through publications like those found in the Ekklesia and PDFDrive archives—focuses on the intersection of 

spiritual law, the legal authority of the believer, and the practical application of faith. This analysis explores the 

technical dimensions of his most influential works, including The Believer’s Authority, The Name of Jesus, and Why 

Tongues.

Understanding Hagin’s work requires a technical grasp of New Creation Realities. This theological framework 

posits that the crucifixion and resurrection of Jesus Christ were not merely historical events but legal transactions 

that altered the spiritual status of humanity. Hagin’s writings serve as a field guide for believers to navigate this new 

legal standing. By examining the digitized versions of his books, such as those published or archived by Ekklesia,

we can observe a consistent methodology: the identification of spiritual rights, the verbal confession of those rights,

and the resultant manifestation in the physical realm.

The Believer’s Authority: A Jurisdictional Analysis

One of Hagin’s most foundational concepts is The Believer's Authority. In this technical framework, authority is 

defined not as personal power, but as delegated power (derived from the Greek term exousia). Hagin argues that

when Jesus ascended, He delegated His authority on earth to the "Body of Christ" (the Church). This is not a

mystical suggestion but a jurisdictional reality that governs the interaction between the believer and spiritual entities.

The Mechanism of Delegated Authority

The technical core of this doctrine lies in the Session of Christ—His seating at the right hand of the Father. Hagin

utilizes Ephesians 1:19-23 and 2:6 to build a case for "positional truth." He posits that if the Head (Christ) is seated

in a position of authority over all principalities and powers, then the Body (the Church) is legally seated there as

well. The operational success of this authority depends on the believer's mental and spiritual recognition of this

legal standing.



Component of Authority Technical Definition Functional Application

Source The Resurrection and Session of 
Christ

The legal basis for all spiritual 
commands.

Scope Over all "names that are named" Dominion over sickness, poverty, and 
demonic influence.

Mechanism The Spoken Word (Confession) Activating the legal decree through 
verbalizing scripture.

Requirement Faith in the Finished Work Neutralizing doubt to allow the 
authority to manifest.

Spiritual Jurisprudence and the Law of Faith

Hagin frequently references the "Law of Faith," suggesting that spiritual laws operate with the same predictability as 

the laws of physics, such as gravity. In The Believer's Authority, he outlines a procedural execution for exercising 

this law: Identify the problem &gt; Locate the Scriptural promise &gt; Command the situation to align with 

the Word &gt; Refuse to rescind the command.Failure in this process is often attributed to "sense-knowledge"—

relying on physical symptoms rather than the technical reality of the spiritual text.

The Name of Jesus: Christological Legalities

In his book The Name of Jesus, Hagin delves into what he terms the "Power of Attorney." This concept provides a

technical breakdown of how the name of a superior can be legally utilized by an agent to conduct business.

According to Hagin, Jesus gave the Church the legal right to use His name in prayer and in dealing with spiritual

opposition.

The Threefold Acquisition of the Name

Hagin identifies three ways Jesus obtained a "More Excellent Name":By Inheritance: As the Son of God, He 

inherited the name of the Father.By Conquest: Through His victory over the powers of darkness in the underworld.

By Conferral: Being given the name that is above every name by the Father after the resurrection.

The technical implication for the believer is that using the Name of Jesus is not a religious ritual or a magical 

incantation; it is a legal invocation. When a believer prays "in the Name of Jesus," they are technically appearing

before the Father as if Christ Himself were standing there. This shifts the focus from the petitioner's worthiness to

the legal validity of the Name being used.

Pneumatological Dimensions: Why Tongues?

The PDF work Why Tongues addresses the mechanics of Glossolalia(speaking in tongues) within the economy of

the believer’s spiritual life. Hagin categorizes tongues into several distinct functional uses, moving beyond the initial

evidence of the Baptism in the Holy Spirit.

The Technical Purposes of Glossolalia

Hagin outlines several engineering-like benefits for the human spirit through tongues:Spiritual Edification: Using 1 

Corinthians 14:4, he explains that tongues act as a "battery charger" for the human spirit (oikodomeo - to build up).

Direct Communication: Bypassing the limitations of the intellect to speak divine mysteries directly to God.



Intercessory Alignment: Allowing the Holy Spirit to pray through the believer for needs they are not cognitively 

aware of (Romans 8:26).Rest and Refreshing:A technical means of mental and emotional recovery through

spiritual release.

Comparison Matrix: The Gift of Tongues vs. Devotional Tongues



Feature The Gift of Tongues (1 Cor 12) Devotional Tongues (Jude 20)

Purpose Public ministry/Sign to unbelievers Personal edification/Self-building

Requirement Must be interpreted for the body No interpretation required (private)

Operation As the Spirit wills (Diversities) Operational at the believer's will

Audience The Congregation God and the Self

Redemption from the Curse: Poverty, Sickness, and Spiritual Death

A significant portion of Hagin’s technical teaching, often compiled in works like Redeemed from Poverty, Sickness 

and Spiritual Death, focuses on Galatians 3:13: "Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the law." Hagin applies

a systematic analysis of Deuteronomy 28 to define exactly what the "curse" entails. His conclusion is that since

poverty, sickness, and spiritual death are listed as curses, the believer has been legally emancipated from them.

The Triple Redemption Matrix

Hagin breaks down the redemption into three specific sectors:1. Redemption from Spiritual Death: The transition 

from the nature of the adversary to the nature of God (the New Birth). This is the primary miracle upon which all 

others are built.2. Redemption from Sickness: The technical claim that physical healing was included in the 

atonement (Isaiah 53:4-5). Hagin argues that sickness is a spiritual intruder with physical manifestations.3. 

Redemption from Poverty:The assertion that financial lack is a result of the curse. He teaches that believers

have a covenant right to prosperity to fund the "Great Commission."

I Believe in Visions: Evaluating Subjective Revelation

In I Believe in Visions, Hagin chronicles several purported visitations from Jesus Christ. From a technical writing 

perspective, these visions serve as the "case studies" that validate his doctrinal stances. However, Hagin 

emphasizes a strict procedural rule: All subjective revelation must be subordinate to the written Word (the

Canon).

He provides a framework for testing spiritual experiences:The Scripture Test:  Does the vision contradict the 

written Word?The Christ Test:  Does it glorify Jesus or the visionary?The Fruit Test:Does the implementation of

the vision's instructions produce biblical results?

Practical Implementation: A Field Guide to Faith

To implement Hagin’s teachings, one must follow what he calls the "Steps of Faith." This is a procedural workflow

designed to move a desired outcome from the spiritual realm into the physical realm.

Step-by-Step Procedure for Manifesting Faith

1.  Step 1: Specificity. Decide what you want from God and find the specific scriptures that promise it. General 

prayers yield general results; specific prayers yield specific results.

2.  Step 2: The Prayer of Faith. Ask God for the desired outcome based on the located scriptures. According to 

Mark 11:24, the believer must believe they receive at the moment of asking, not when the manifestation occurs.

3.  Step 3: Mental Guarding. Refuse to allow doubt to enter the mind. This involves "casting down imaginations" 

that contradict the desired outcome.



4.  Step 4: Continuous Confession. Constantly affirm the reality of the answer. Hagin teaches that "Faith’s 

confession creates reality."

5.  Step 5: Action. Act as though the prayer is already answered. If praying for healing, this might involve 

attempted movement; if for finances, it involves the act of giving.

Troubleshooting and Common Failure Modes

In his more advanced technical discussions, Hagin addresses why faith sometimes appears to "fail." He identifies 

several operational errors:The "I'm Trying" Fallacy:  Faith is not trying; faith is acting. Trying implies a possibility of 

failure, which neutralizes the Law of Faith.Unforgiveness: Mark 11:25 identifies unforgiveness as a primary 

"blockage" in the spiritual circuit.Hope vs. Faith: Hagin distinguishes between the two. Hope is always in the future 

(someday God will heal me), while Faith is in the present (I am healed now). Hope does not produce results in the 

physical realm; only Faith does.Sense-Knowledge Dominance:When a believer allows what they see or feel to

override what the Word says. This is considered a technical breach of the faith contract.

The Role of Digital Archives (Ekklesia, PDFDrive, Lulu)

The availability of Kenneth Hagin's works on platforms like Ekklesia, Lulu, and PDFDrivehas facilitated a global

resurgence of his teachings. These digital repositories act as a decentralized seminary, allowing students of

theology to access technical manuals on faith that were previously out of print or geographically restricted. The

2023 republications and PDF versions noted in the metadata indicate a sustained demand for these technical

breakdowns of spiritual principles. The formatting of these ebooks—often including prefaces and detailed chapter

breakdowns—allows for a systematic study of Hagin’s evolving thought from the 1950s through the early 2000s.

Synthesizing the Hagin Legacy

The impact of Kenneth E. Hagin’s work on contemporary theology cannot be overstated. By framing spiritual 

concepts as predictable laws and legal rights, he provided a methodology that moved Charismatic practice away 

from purely emotional experiences toward a more structured, "technical" approach to the Christian life. Whether 

discussing the mechanics of tongues, the jurisdiction of the believer’s authority, or the legal power of the 

Name of Jesus, Hagin’s literature functions as a series of operational manuals for the human spirit.

As these teachings continue to circulate through digital archives, they maintain their role as a foundational

framework for the Word of Faith movement. The technical precision Hagin brought to the study of the Bible—

treating it as a legal document of inheritance—remains the hallmark of his contribution to theological discourse. For

the practitioner, his works offer a step-by-step guide to spiritual agency; for the scholar, they provide a

comprehensive look at the evolution of 20th-century American Pentecostalism and its shift toward a more legalistic

and procedural understanding of divine interaction.
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