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The Airbus A320 family represents a milestone in aviation history, being the first commercial aircraft to fully 

integrate digital fly-by-wire flight control systems. For pilots, maintenance engineers, and technical personnel, 

mastering this aircraft requires an exhaustive understanding of its complex, interrelated systems. This knowledge is 

primarily disseminated through Computer Based Training (CBT) , Technical Training Manuals (TTM) , and

various operational documents. Achieving proficiency is not merely about operating the aircraft but understanding

the underlying logic of its automation and the structural integrity of its design.

The Architecture of Airbus A320 Technical Documentation

In the aviation industry, information accuracy and accessibility are paramount. The Airbus A320 documentation 

ecosystem is vast, categorized into flight operations, maintenance, and planning. Understanding these documents 

is the first step for any Flight Crew or Aircraft Maintenance Engineer (AME).

Flight Crew Operating Manual (FCOM) and Training Manuals

The FCOM serves as the primary reference for pilots, providing detailed descriptions of aircraft systems, operating 

procedures, and performance data. However, for initial and recurrent training, the A320 Training Manual  and CBT 

programs are more pedagogical in nature. These resources break down the FCOM's dense technicality into 

digestible modules. The Complete CBT typically covers:

•  General Descriptions: Dimensions, cockpit layout, and engine variants (CFM56 vs. IAE V2500).

•  System Logic: Detailed breakdowns of the Electronic Instrument System (EIS) and the Flight Management 

and Guidance System (FMGS).

•  Procedures: Standard Operating Procedures (SOPs), Supplementary Procedures, and Abnormal/Emergency 

Procedures.

Aircraft Characteristics – Airport and Maintenance Planning (AC)

As referenced in technical datasets, the A320 Aircraft Characteristics (AC) manual is critical for ground 

operations and infrastructure planning. This manual provides essential data regarding the physical dimensions of 

the aircraft, ground clearance, and pavement load requirements. It is a vital resource for airport authorities and 

maintenance facilities to ensure the airfield can accommodate the A320-200 series, especially those equipped with 

specialized wing-tip devices like Sharklets.

The Evolution of A320 Training: From Classic to Enhanced

The A320 has undergone significant evolution since its inception. The transition from the Classic A320 to the 

Enhanced A320 (often referred to as the A320 Evolution or New Engine Option/NEO predecessors) introduced 

several cockpit and system modifications. Training programs must account for these variations through specialized 

Familiarization Briefings.



Feature A320 Classic A320 Enhanced / Advanced

Cockpit Displays Cathode Ray Tubes (CRT) Liquid Crystal Displays (LCD)

Flight Management Legacy FMGS New Generation FMS (Honeywell/
Thales)

Wing Tip Wing Tip Fences Sharklets (Optional/Standard on NEO)

Avionics Architecture Standard ADIRS Enhanced ADIRU with improved GPS 
integration

The A320 Classic to Advanced Training  protocols focus on these hardware and software deltas. Pilots must 

understand the improved reliability of the LCD units and the nuances of the Weight and Balancechanges

introduced by the heavier Sharklets, which improve fuel efficiency by approximately 3.5% to 4% on long-haul

segments.

Deep Dive into Computer Based Training (CBT) and WBT

Modern pilot training relies heavily on Computer Based Training (CBT)  and Web-Based Training (WBT) . These 

digital platforms allow for asynchronous learning, where students can interact with 3D cockpit environments and 

simulate system failures before ever stepping into a Full Flight Simulator (FFS).

Phase 1: Theoretical Knowledge Training

The typical theoretical phase lasts approximately 5 to 10 days and is heavily reliant on CBT. The curriculum is

structured to guide the trainee through the aircraft's systems sequentially:

1.  Air Conditioning, Pressurization, and Ventilation: Understanding the Environmental Control System (ECS) 

and the logic of the Pack Flow controllers.

2.  Electrical System: The A320 features a highly redundant electrical architecture, including two engine-driven 

Integrated Drive Generators (IDGs), an APU generator, and an Emergency Generator powered by the Ram Air 

Turbine (RAT).

3.  Flight Controls: A deep dive into the Flight Control Data Concentrators (FCDC) and the three levels of control 

laws: Normal Law, Alternate Law, and Direct Law.

4.  Fuel System: Managing the center and wing tanks, including the automatic transfer logic and gravity feed 

procedures.

Interactive Learning and FMGS Training

One of the most challenging aspects of A320 training is the Flight Management and Guidance System (FMGS). 

CBT modules provide a simulated Multipurpose Control and Display Unit (MCDU) where pilots can practice 

flight plan insertion, performance data entry, and lateral/vertical navigation (LNAV/VNAV) constraints. This 

instructor-led or self-paced FMGS Training is essential for mastering the automation that defines the Airbus

philosophy.

Cross Crew Qualification (CCQ): Transitioning from A330/A340

Airbus has pioneered the concept of Operational Commonality. This allows pilots to transition between aircraft 

types with significantly reduced training times. The CCQ to A320 from A340 or A330is a specialized course that

capitalizes on the similarities in cockpit layout and fly-by-wire logic.



Comparison of CCQ Requirements

While the flight deck of an A330 and an A320 look almost identical, the performance characteristics differ

significantly. The CCQ focuses on:

•  Handling Characteristics: The A320 is more responsive and sensitive than the heavy A330.

•  Performance Calculations: Differences in take-off and landing speeds (V-speeds) and runway length 

requirements.

•  Engine Management: Moving from the A340's four-engine logic or the A330's high-thrust twins to the A320's 

narrow-body engine configurations.

Maintenance Manuals and Avionics Troubleshooting

For the Aircraft Maintenance Engineer (AME), technical manuals like the Aircraft Maintenance Manual (AMM) 

and the Trouble Shooting Manual (TSM) are the bibles of the hangar. The A320's avionics are integrated through 

the Centralized Fault Display System (CFDS), which communicates with almost every onboard computer.

The Role of the CFDS in Maintenance

The CFDS allows engineers to access Post Flight Reports (PFR) via the MCDU. These reports identify failed 

Line Replaceable Units (LRUs)and provide specific fault codes that correspond to tasks in the AMM. This

technical integration reduces aircraft downtime and improves dispatch reliability.

Avionics and Computer Aids

The A320 utilizes a series of computers for flight guidance and envelope protection:

•  FAC (Flight Augmentation Computer): Controls rudder travel, yaw damper, and calculates flight envelope 

speeds.

•  ELAC (Elevator Aileron Computer): Manages normal pitch and roll control.

•  SEC (Spoiler Elevator Computer): Provides spoiler control and serves as a backup for elevator/stabilizer 

control.

Technical Analysis: Flight Envelope Protection Logic

The core of the A320 technical manual is the explanation of Flight Envelope Protection. This is a mathematical 

and engineering marvel that prevents the aircraft from entering dangerous flight regimes. In Normal Law, the

computers provide the following protections:

1. Load Factor Limitation

The system prevents the pilot from overstressing the airframe. In clean configuration, the limit is +2.5g to -1.0g. This 

is achieved through the integration of sidestick inputs into the Flight Control Computers, which then command

the hydraulic actuators.

2. High Angle of Attack (AoA) Protection

Known as Alpha Floor protection, this feature automatically commands TOGA (Take-Off Go-Around) thrust if the 

aircraft reaches a critical angle of attack, preventing a stall. The transition from Alpha Prot to Alpha Max is a key 

theoretical concept covered in every A320 Flight Crew Course.

3. Pitch and Bank Angle Protections

The aircraft will not exceed a pitch of +30° or a bank angle of 67°. If the pilot releases the sidestick while in a steep

bank, the aircraft automatically returns to a 33° bank angle, demonstrating the "stable platform" philosophy of



Airbus.

Case Study: Managing Sensor Disagreement

A critical part of the A320 Training Manual  involves troubleshooting Unreliable Airspeed or sensor 

disagreements. In a hypothetical scenario where two Pitot Probes are obstructed by ice, the ADIRUs (Air Data 

Inertial Reference Units) may provide conflicting data.

Operational Solution

The pilot must follow the QRH (Quick Reference Handbook) procedure: "Unreliable Speed Indication." The first 

step is to turn off the Flight Directors and Autothrust. By setting a specific pitch and thrust (e.g., 5° and 85% N1 

for a specific weight and altitude), the pilot can safely maintain flight while the computers determine which sensor is 

faulty or until the aircraft exits the icing conditions. This scenario is a staple of Simulator (FFS) sessions and is 

supported by CBT modules that visualize the airflow over the sensors.

The Runway Condition Report (RCR) and Performance Assessment

As noted in the Flight Crew Course data, completing a Runway Condition Report (RCR) is essential for 

assessing take-off and landing performance. The introduction of the Global Reporting Format (GRF)has

standardized how pilots interpret runway contamination (water, snow, ice).

Performance Calculation Table

Before every departure, pilots must calculate performance based on weight, temperature, and runway condition. An

example of the data points required include:



Parameter Source Document Importance

V1 (Decision Speed) RTOW Charts / FMS Determines the point of no return for 
take-off.

V2 (Safety Speed) RTOW Charts / FMS Minimum speed for climb-out with one 
engine inoperative.

Flex Temperature Performance Manual Assists in reduced-thrust take-offs to 
extend engine life.

Landing Distance Required (LDR) QRH / Performance App Ensures the aircraft can stop within 
the available runway.

Mastering these calculations ensures that the aircraft operates within its certified safety margins, a core objective of 

the Airbus A320 Global Course.

Summary of Technical Integration and Future Trends

The depth of training required for the Airbus A320 is a testament to the aircraft's sophisticated design. From the 

initial Theoretical Knowledge Training  on a CBT platform to the high-stakes environment of a Full Flight 

Simulator, the journey is structured to build a layer of "System Knowledge" upon a foundation of "Operational

Logic."

As we look toward the future, the integration of Augmented Reality (AR) in maintenance manuals and Virtual 

Reality (VR) in flight crew training is set to further enhance the efficacy of these technical resources. However, the 

core remains the same: a deep, fundamental understanding of the A320 Technical Manuals  and the ability to 

apply that knowledge in real-world scenarios. Whether it is a pilot managing a complex automation transition or an 

engineer troubleshooting an avionics fault using the CFDS, the synergy between man and machine is facilitated by

the quality of training documentation provided by Airbus and its partners like CAE.

The pursuit of technical excellence in the A320 fleet is an ongoing process of learning, practicing, and refining. For 

those who invest the time into mastering the Complete CBT and the Advanced Training Manuals , the reward is a

career defined by safety, efficiency, and professional mastery over one of the world's most successful aircraft

platforms.
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