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The 1999 to 2002 production window represents a pivotal era for the Mitsubishi Montero Sport, known globally as 

the Pajero Sport, Challenger, or Nativa. During these years, the vehicle bridged the gap between rugged, 

mechanical off-road utility and the increasing demand for refined, electronically-controlled passenger comfort. For 

the senior technician or the dedicated enthusiast, maintaining this specific generation requires more than just basic 

mechanical knowledge; it demands access to the Factory Service Manual (FSM), which provides the precise

engineering tolerances, wiring schematics, and diagnostic logic required to keep these vehicles operational. This

article provides an in-depth technical analysis of the systems covered in the 1999-2002 Montero Sport workshop

manuals, exploring the mechanical architecture, electrical complexities, and procedural requirements for

comprehensive vehicle restoration and maintenance.

The Critical Role of Factory Service Manuals (FSM) in Vehicle Lifecycle

A Factory Service Manual is distinct from a standard owner's manual or a generic third-party repair guide. While

aftermarket manuals provide broad overviews, the FSM is the document used by dealership technicians, containing

proprietary data that is often absent elsewhere. For the 1999-2002 Montero Sport models (specifically the KG# and

KH# chassis series), the FSM is organized into groups, typically ranging from Group 00 (General Information) to

Group 90 (Circuit Diagrams).

Understanding the structure of these manuals is essential for efficient troubleshooting. For example, a 2002 

Montero Sport XLS 4WD with the 3.5L V6 (6G74) engineutilizes a specific fuel injection logic and timing

sequence that differs significantly from the earlier 3.0L models. The FSM provides the exact millivolt ranges for

oxygen sensors and the precise duty cycles for the Exhaust Gas Recirculation (EGR) solenoids, which are critical

for passing modern emissions standards and ensuring engine longevity.

Engine Architecture and Mechanical Specifications

During the 1999-2002 period, the Montero Sport was equipped with several engine variants depending on the 

market. The most prominent in North America was the 6G72 (3.0L) and the 6G74 (3.5L) SOHC V6 engines. In 

international markets, the 4D56 2.5L Turbo Dieselwas common. Each engine requires a specific maintenance

cadence, particularly regarding the timing belt and valvetrain.

The 6G74 3.5L V6 SOHC Technical Analysis

The 6G74 engine is a robust powerhouse but possesses a complex interference design. This means that a failure 

in the timing belt system will result in catastrophic contact between valves and pistons. According to the Mitsubishi 

Digital Documentarchives, the timing belt replacement interval is strictly mandated at 60,000 miles (or 100,000

km) in severe conditions. The procedure involves not just the belt itself, but the hydraulic tensioner, idler pulleys,

and the water pump.



Specification 6G72 (3.0L V6) 6G74 (3.5L V6) 4D56 (2.5L TD)

Displacement 2,972 cc 3,497 cc 2,477 cc

Valve Train SOHC 24V SOHC 24V SOHC 8V

Compression Ratio 9.0:1 9.0:1 21.0:1

Firing Order 1-2-3-4-5-6 1-2-3-4-5-6 1-3-4-2

Timing Belt Interval 60,000 Miles 60,000 Miles 50,000 Miles

Valve Clearance and Adjustment

Unlike many modern engines that use hydraulic lash adjusters (HLA), some variations of the 1999-2002 Montero 

engines require manual valve clearance adjustments. Incorrect clearance can lead to excessive noise (tappet 

clatter) or, more dangerously, burnt valves due to insufficient cooling time against the valve seat. The workshop 

manual specifies clearances of 0.10 mm (0.004 in) for intake and 0.20 mm (0.008 in) for exhaustwhen the

engine is hot.

Transmission and Drivetrain Systems: Analysis of the V4A51 and V5A51

The transmission systems in the 2001-2002 Montero Sport are sophisticated, featuring the INVECS-II (Intelligent 

& Innovative Vehicle Electronic Control System). This system uses adaptive logic to learn the driver's habits

and adjust shift points accordingly. However, from a technical service perspective, this introduces a layer of

electronic complexity that requires the FSM's diagnostic codes.

Automatic Transmission Fluid (ATF) Requirements

A common point of failure for the 1999-2002 models is the use of incorrect transmission fluid. Mitsubishi 

transmissions of this era are highly sensitive to friction modifiers. The FSM specifies Mitsubishi Genuine 

DiaQueen ATF SP-III. Substituting this with generic Dexron/Mercon fluids without the proper additives can lead to

"shudder" during torque converter lockup and premature wear of the clutch packs.

The 4WD Transfer Case Logic

The Montero Sport typically utilizes either a part-time 4WD system or the more advanced Super Select 4WD(in

certain international trims). The workshop manual details the vacuum-actuated front differential disconnect system.

A common failure mode involves the 4WD indicator light flashing on the dashboard. The technical documentation

provides a step-by-step diagnostic to test the solenoid valves (usually located on the inner fender) and the vacuum

actuators on the front axle.

Electrical Systems and Wiring Schematics

The 1999-2002 Pajero Sport electrical wiringmanuals comprise hundreds of pages of circuit diagrams. For this

generation, Mitsubishi utilized a decentralized electrical architecture, though it began incorporating more integrated

control modules. The FSM includes the 13 PDF files mentioned in technical data repositories, covering everything

from the engine control module (ECM) to the Supplemental Restraint System (SRS).

Supplemental Restraint System (SRS) Maintenance



Safety is a primary focus in the 1999-2002 manuals. The SRS section provides strict protocols for handling air bag

modules and clock springs. Technicians must follow specific deactivation procedures—disconnecting the battery

and waiting at least 60 seconds for the backup capacitor to discharge—before performing any steering column or

dashboard work. Failure to follow these steps can result in accidental deployment or system fault codes that require

a high-end scan tool to clear.

Anti-lock Braking System (ABS) Diagnostics

The ABS system in the 2001-2002 Montero Sport XLS 4WD utilizes wheel speed sensors at each corner. The FSM 

provides the Ohmic resistance valuesfor these sensors (typically between 1.0 to 1.5 k:’’à If the ABS light is

triggered, the manual guides the technician through a series of voltage drops and ground tests to identify whether

the fault lies in the sensor, the tone ring, or the ABS actuator pump itself.

Step-by-Step Technical Workflow: Timing Belt Replacement

To illustrate the depth of the Mitsubishi Montero Sport 1999-2002 Workshop Manual, consider the technical

workflow for a timing belt replacement on the 3.5L V6 engine. This is a "critical path" maintenance item that

requires precision.

1.  Preparation: Disconnect the negative battery terminal and drain the cooling system. Remove the radiator and 

cooling fan assembly to gain access to the front of the engine.

2.  Component Removal: Remove the drive belts (alternator, power steering, and AC). Remove the crankshaft 

pulley using a specialized holding tool to prevent the engine from rotating.

3.  Timing Cover Disassembly: Remove the upper and lower timing belt covers, inspecting for oil leaks from the 

camshaft or crankshaft seals.

4.  Alignment to Top Dead Center (TDC): Rotate the crankshaft clockwise until the timing marks on the camshaft 

sprockets and the crankshaft sprocket align with the marks on the rear cover/engine block. Crucial: Ensure Cylinder 

#1 is at the compression stroke.

5.  Tensioner Decompression: The FSM specifies using a bench vise to slowly compress the hydraulic auto-

tensioner until the holes in the rod and body align, then inserting a small wire (like a paperclip) to hold it in place.

6.  Belt Installation: Install the new belt in a counter-clockwise direction, starting from the crankshaft sprocket, 

through the idler pulley, around the camshaft sprockets, and finally over the tensioner pulley.

7.  Verification: Pull the wire from the auto-tensioner. Rotate the crankshaft two full revolutions by hand. Re-

check the timing marks. If they are off by even one tooth, the process must be repeated to avoid engine damage.

Comparative Evaluation: Digital vs. Physical Manuals

When sourcing repair literature, owners often choose between original hard-copy manuals (often found on eBay)

and digital PDF downloads. Each has distinct advantages for technical work.



Feature Physical Workshop Manual Digital PDF / CD-ROM

Portability Low (heavy volumes) High (Phone/Tablet/Laptop)

Searchability Manual (Index/Tabs) Instant (Ctrl+F Search)

Durability Prone to oil/grease stains Immutable (print individual pages)

Clarity High-resolution printing Variable (depends on scan quality)

Cost $100 - $300 (Collector pricing) $15 - $40 (or free downloads)

Troubleshooting Common Failure Modes

The FSM is not just a guide for assembly; it is a diagnostic tool for identifying systemic weaknesses. Based on

technical forum data and factory bulletins, several common issues affect the 1999-2002 Montero Sport.

Case Study 1: The "Blinking 4WD Light" Phenomenon

Owners frequently report the 4WD engagement light flashing while in 2WD mode. The workshop manual identifies 

this as a failure in the vacuum synchronization. The diagnostic procedure involves checking the freewheel clutch 

engagement switchon the front differential and the vacuum solenoids. Often, the rubber vacuum lines perish over

time due to heat cycling, causing a leak that prevents the actuator from fully retracting the shift fork.

Case Study 2: Engine Misfire under Load (P0300-P0306)

On the 3.5L V6, misfires are often traced back to the ignition coil-on-plug system or the spark plug tube seals. The 

FSM provides a secondary ignition testusing an oscilloscope or high-impedance multimeter to check the

resistance of the coils. Furthermore, the manual highlights that oil leaking into the spark plug wells due to failed

valve cover gaskets is a primary cause of carbon tracking and subsequent misfires.

Case Study 3: Transmission Hunting or Harsh Shifts

If the INVECS-II system exhibits erratic shifting, the manual suggests a "Grounding Test" for the Transmission 

Control Module (TCM). Corrosion on the chassis ground points can introduce electrical noise into the TCM's 

sensors, leading to incorrect gear selection. The FSM provides a map of all Earth Points (Grounds), which are

vital for maintaining signal integrity in the vehicle's computer network.

Mathematical Models in Mitsubishi Engineering

The FSM also incorporates mathematical formulas for certain mechanical adjustments. For instance, when

calculating the required shim thickness for differential gear backlash, the manual uses the following logic:

A = (B - C) + D

•  A: New Shim Thickness Required

•  B: Measured Backlash

•  C: Standard Backlash Specification (0.11 - 0.16 mm)

•  D: Current Shim Thickness

By applying these engineering formulas, a technician ensures that the ring and pinion gears mesh perfectly,

preventing the "differential whine" common in high-mileage 4x4 vehicles.



Integration and Broader Implications

Possessing a 1999-2002 Montero Sport Factory Service Manual is the foundation of a proactive maintenance

strategy. These vehicles were engineered with a high degree of serviceability, but their reliance on precise

tolerances and specific fluids makes them unforgiving of "guesswork" mechanics. The transition from the 20th to

the 21st century in automotive design brought about the marriage of mechanical durability with electronic precision;

the FSM is the bridge that allows modern owners to navigate this complexity.

As these vehicles age into the category of "classic 4x4s," the availability of digital documents and workshop 

manuals becomes even more critical. Whether it is performing a complex timing belt replacement, diagnosing an 

SRS fault, or simply ensuring the correct torque for a wheel bearing (which the manual specifies as 108 ± 10 N·m),

the data contained within these manuals ensures that the Mitsubishi Montero Sport remains a reliable, capable

vehicle for both daily transport and rugged overland expeditions. By adhering to the factory-specified procedures

and technical guidelines, owners can mitigate the risks of catastrophic failure and preserve the engineering

integrity of this iconic Mitsubishi platform for decades to come.
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