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The landscape of English Language Teaching (ELT) has undergone a significant transformation over the last two 

decades, moving from traditional rote memorization toward a more communicative and structured competency-

based approach. At the forefront of this evolution is the Oxford Solutions 2nd Edition, specifically the Pre-

Intermediatelevel. This series, authored by Tim Falla and Paul A. Davies, is designed to bridge the gap between

elementary language acquisition and independent linguistic proficiency. This technical analysis explores the

pedagogical architecture, the structural components of the Student’s Book and Workbook, and the digital

ecosystem that supports this curriculum.

The Theoretical Framework of the Solutions Series

The Solutions 2nd Edition Pre-Intermediate curriculum is rooted in the Common European Framework of 

Reference for Languages (CEFR), targeting the A2/B1 threshold. This stage is critical in language learning, often 

referred to as the 'intermediate plateau,' where students must transition from simple sentence structures to 

complex, nuanced communication. The series utilizes a Spiral Syllabus, where linguistic concepts (grammar,

vocabulary, and phonology) are introduced, practiced, and then revisited at increasing levels of complexity

throughout the course.

The PPP Methodology

The core instructional design of the series adheres to the Presentation, Practice, and Production (PPP)model.

Each unit is systematically engineered to ensure cognitive retention:

•  Presentation: New language is introduced through contextualized reading or listening tasks, ensuring that the 

input is comprehensible yet challenging (following Krashen’s i+1 hypothesis).

•  Practice: Controlled exercises in the Student’s Book and Workbook allow for the stabilization of new forms, 

focusing on accuracy.

•  Production: The 'Everyday English' and 'Speaking' sections provide opportunities for free production, moving 

the student toward fluency.

Structural Components: Student’s Book vs. Workbook

The Solutions Pre-Intermediateecosystem is divided into two primary print/digital components that work in

tandem to provide a holistic learning experience. The following table provides a technical comparison of these two

core assets:



Feature Student’s Book (SB) Workbook (WB)

Primary Function Introduction of new concepts and 
collaborative learning.

Consolidation, individual practice, and 
self-assessment.

Content Density High visual content, varied listening 
tracks, and cultural insights.

Text-heavy exercises, grammar 
tables, and vocabulary checklists.

Core Components Grammar, Vocabulary, Reading, 
Listening, Speaking, Writing.

Vocabulary reinforcement, 'Get Ready 
for your Exam,' and Self-Check 
sections.

Assessment Tools Unit reviews and cumulative reviews. 'Challenge!' activities and progress 
tracking maps.

Digital Linkage Direct references to the 'Words App' 
and online audio.

Audio-linked exercises (58MB ZIP 
files) and Answer Keys.

Detailed Unit Breakdown: Unit 1 (Personality)

A prime example of the pedagogical workflow can be found in the introductory unit of the 2nd Edition. The technical 

focus is on Unit 1A: Personality and Unit 1B: Present Simple and Continuous. This unit is designed to equip

students with the descriptive vocabulary necessary for social interaction while reinforcing the distinction between

habitual actions and temporary states.

Technical vocabulary taught in this section includes nuanced adjectives such as shy, nasty, serious, stupid, weak

, and polite. These are not merely listed; they are integrated into exercises that require students to categorize them 

based on positive or negative connotations, thereby engaging Higher-Order Thinking Skills (HOTS) .

Technical Analysis of Grammar and Syntax Progression

The progression of grammar within the Pre-Intermediate level is mathematically sequenced to ensure that students

do not experience cognitive overload. The curriculum prioritizes high-frequency structures that provide the greatest

'return on investment' for the learner.

Verb Tense Contrast Matrix

One of the most technically challenging aspects for A2/B1 learners is the distinction between tenses. The 

Solutions 2nd Edition provides a clear contrastive framework:



Tense Usage Context Signal Words Technical Formulation

Present Simple Habits, facts, and 
permanent states.

Always, usually, every day. Subject + Verb (s/es)

Present Continuous Actions happening now or 
temporary situations.

Now, at the moment, today. Subject + be + Verb-ing

Past Simple Completed actions in the 
past.

Yesterday, last week, in 
2010.

Subject + Verb-ed (or 
Irregular)

Present Perfect Past actions with present 
relevance or duration.

Since, for, just, already. Subject + have/has + Past 
Participle

By contrasting the Present Simple with the Present Continuous early in the curriculum (Unit 1B), the series 

establishes a foundation for logical temporal expression, which is essential for the Matura 2015examination

standards mentioned in the technical data.

The Role of the 'Workbook Key' and Self-Directed Learning

In the digital age, the availability of PDF Answer Keys has changed the way students interact with the material. 

The Solutions Pre-Intermediate Workbook Keyacts as more than just a list of answers; it is a diagnostic tool.

Technical study of these keys reveals that they include:

1.  Model Answers for Writing: Providing templates for letters, emails, and essays.

2.  Audio Transcripts: Allowing students to perform 'shadowing' techniques to improve prosody and intonation.

3.  Grammar Explanations: Concise summaries of the rules applied in the exercises.

This accessibility facilitates Asynchronous Learning, allowing students to verify their progress without constant

teacher intervention. However, the technical challenge for educators remains ensuring that these keys are used for

verification rather than as a substitute for the cognitive effort of completion.

Technical Integration and Digital Assets

The 2nd Edition was a pioneer in integrating digital assets with physical textbooks. This includes the Words App 

and the Workbook Audio. From a technical standpoint, the 58MB ZIP file containing the Workbook Audio

represents a significant shift toward mobile-first learning.

Audio Processing and Phonological Training

The audio components are recorded at a specific Words Per Minute (WPM)rate tailored to the Pre-Intermediate

level. This ensures that students are exposed to natural native-speaker speech patterns while maintaining a level of

clarity that prevents discouragement. The technical focus in these recordings includes:

•  Connected Speech: Demonstrating how words blend in natural English (e.g., catenation and intrusion).

•  Intonation Patterns: Distinguishing between rising and falling intonation in questions and statements.

•  Phonemic Awareness: Specific exercises targeting the distinction between minimal pairs.

Implementation Field Guide: Optimizing Classroom Delivery

For educational institutions and private tutors, implementing the Solutions 2nd Pre-Intermediaterequires a

strategic approach. Below is a suggested workflow for a standard 60-minute technical lesson based on the series:



The 60-Minute Lesson Architecture

1.  Warm-up (5 mins): Retrieval practice of vocabulary from the previous unit using the 'Words App'.

2.  Input Phase (15 mins): Introduction of new grammar or vocabulary via the Student's Book, using the 

provided digital imagery to provide context.

3.  Guided Practice (15 mins): Completion of Workbook exercises (e.g., Unit 1A Exercise 2) to stabilize the new 

information.

4.  Communicative Task (20 mins): A production task, such as a role-play or a short presentation, focusing on 

the 'Everyday English' section.

5.  Feedback and Consolidation (5 mins): Correcting common errors and assigning further practice in the 

Workbook.

Case Studies and Troubleshooting Common Learning Barriers

Despite the robust design of the Solutionsseries, learners often encounter specific technical hurdles at the Pre-

Intermediate level.

Issue 1: The L1 Interference in Tense Selection

Students often apply the syntax of their native language (L1) to English. For instance, many languages do not 

distinguish between the 'Present Simple' and 'Present Continuous' in the same way English does. Solution:Utilize

the 'Workbook Key' comparison tables and the 'Challenge!' sections to force students to choose between the two

tenses in a single paragraph, highlighting the semantic difference.

Issue 2: Vocabulary Retention Failure

The sheer volume of vocabulary in the Pre-Intermediate level can lead to rapid forgetting. Solution: 

Implementation of Spaced Repetition Systems (SRS)using the 'Words on the Go!' feature mentioned in the

technical documentation. Encouraging students to use the app for 5 minutes daily is more effective than a single 60-

minute cramming session.

Issue 3: Listening Comprehension Anxiety

The transition from Elementary audio to Pre-Intermediate audio can be jarring. Solution:Teachers should use the

'manual' and 'cookery book' examples from the workbook key (as seen in the PDF metadata) to show how

technical vocabulary provides 'anchor points' in a listening task.

Assessment and Exam Preparation: The Matura Context

A significant portion of the Solutions 2nd Edition was optimized for the Matura 2015exam. This exam requires a

high degree of technical accuracy and the ability to produce structured written responses. The 'Get Ready for

Matura' PDF (1MB) included in the series provides:

•  Exam Strategies: How to approach multiple-choice reading tasks and gap-fill grammar exercises.

•  Timed Practice: Exercises designed to be completed under exam conditions to build stamina.

•  Functional Language: Phrases required for the oral exam, such as 'In my opinion,' 'On the other hand,' and 

'Could you repeat that?'

The Broader Implications for Language Acquisition

The Solutions 2nd Pre-Intermediateis more than just a collection of PDFs and audio files; it is a refined

pedagogical engine. By combining rigorous grammar instruction with practical, everyday vocabulary, it addresses

the dual needs of academic success and real-world communication. The technical precision of the Workbook, the



clarity of the Student’s Book, and the accessibility of the digital supplements create a robust framework for student

achievement.

As the ELT world moves further into digital-first environments, the principles established in the 2nd Edition—

structured progression, clear objectives, and integrated support—remain the gold standard for curriculum design.

Whether utilized in a traditional classroom or as a self-study resource for independent learners, this series provides

the necessary scaffolding to move students from the basics of English toward true linguistic independence. The

inclusion of comprehensive answer keys and audio resources ensures that the learner is never without guidance,

reinforcing the series' reputation as a cornerstone of modern language education.

Tags: #Oxford Solutions  #Pre Intermediate English  #ELT Methodology  #Language Learning PDF  #English Workbook Keys



Page 1 of 5



Page 2 of 5



Page 3 of 5



Page 4 of 5



Page 5 of 5


