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The publication of A Patriot's History of the United States: From Columbus's Great Discovery to the War on 

Terror by Larry Schweikart and Michael Allen in 2004 marked a significant shift in the landscape of American 

historiography. Conceived as a direct counterpoint to the increasingly dominant social-history narratives exemplified 

by Howard Zinn’s A People's History of the United States, Schweikart and Allen sought to re-establish a framework 

of American Exceptionalism. This analysis explores the technical structure, ideological foundations, and

pedagogical implications of the text, which has since become a cornerstone for conservative historical study and a

bestseller in the United States.

The Authorship and Academic Pedigree

To understand the technical rigor of the text, one must first evaluate the background of its authors. Larry 

Schweikart, a professor of history at the University of Dayton, brings a specialized focus on economic and 

financial history, as well as national defense. With over 20 books to his name, his methodology often involves the 

application of market-driven analysis to historical events. Michael Allen, a scholar of early American history and

the Jacksonian era, provides the grounding in 18th and 19th-century political development. Together, they

constructed a narrative designed to emphasize the role of individual agency, the rule of law, and the efficiency of

free-market systems in the growth of the American republic.

Theoretical Framework: American Exceptionalism vs. Revisionism

The core theoretical mechanic of A Patriot's History is the rejection of Revisionist Historiography, which the 

authors argue focuses disproportionately on the failures, oppressions, and systemic flaws of the United States. 

Instead, they utilize a framework of teleological progress, where the founding documents (the Declaration of

Independence and the Constitution) are viewed as the functional blueprints for a unique and successful society.

This approach relies on four technical pillars:

•  The Rule of Law: Derived from British Common Law, providing a stable environment for civil society.

•  Private Property Rights: The essential driver for technological innovation and capital accumulation.

•  Individualism: The prioritization of the person over the collective as the primary moral and economic unit.

•  Judeo-Christian Ethics: The moral framework that informed the founders' views on human nature and 

governance.

Technical Comparison: Schweikart/Allen vs. Howard Zinn

The following table provides a side-by-side technical evaluation of the historical methodologies employed in A 

Patriot's History compared to its primary ideological rival, A People's History.



Feature A Patriot's History (Schweikart/
Allen)

A People's History (Howard Zinn)

Primary Driver of History Ideals, Free Markets, and Great 
Individuals.

Class Struggle, Oppression, and 
Social Movements.

View of the Founders Visionary leaders creating a 
framework for liberty.

Elites seeking to protect their property 
and power.

Economic Philosophy Capitalism as an engine for universal 
improvement.

Capitalism as a system of exploitation.

National Identity American Exceptionalism (The 
"Shining City").

Imperialism and systemic injustice.

Source Utilization Heavy reliance on political documents 
and economic data.

Heavy reliance on diaries of 
marginalized groups.

Chronological Analysis and Core Mechanics

1. The Era of Discovery and Colonial Foundations (1492–1763)

The text begins by reframing the discovery of the Americas. While contemporary textbooks often focus on the 

ecological and human costs of the Columbian Exchange, Schweikart and Allen emphasize the technical and 

logistical feats of European explorers. They argue that the spread of Western values, including the concept of 

absolute property ownership, was the catalyst that allowed North America to develop differently than South

America or the indigenous civilizations that preceded it. They analyze the colonial charters as early versions of

corporate and social contracts that established the precedent for self-governance.

2. The Constitutional Framework and Economic Launch (1776–1860)

A significant portion of the book is dedicated to the Hamiltonian vs. Jeffersonian economic models. The authors 

provide a detailed breakdown of how the First and Second Banks of the United States stabilized the currency, 

which they argue was more critical for the survival of the union than is often acknowledged in social histories. The 

technical analysis here focuses on the Rule of Lawas a stabilizer for the "Market Revolution," allowing for the rapid

expansion of railroads and early industrial manufacturing.

3. The Civil War and the Preservation of the Union

The authors treat the Civil War not merely as a social conflict but as a fundamental test of the Constitutional 

structure. They argue that the ultimate victory of the North was a mathematical and industrial inevitability due to

the superiority of the Northern free-market system over the Southern agrarian-slave model. This section utilizes

economic data—such as rail mileage and steel production capacity—to demonstrate how the North's institutional

infrastructure successfully supported a total war effort while the South's decentralized and anti-industrial ideology

led to its collapse.

4. The Industrial Revolution and the Rise of the Middle Class

Contrary to the "Robber Baron" narrative, Schweikart and Allen frame the late 19th-century industrialists as Market 

Entrepreneurs. They perform a technical breakdown of price deflation in oil and steel, arguing that monopolies 

were often temporary and that competition driven by innovation led to a massive increase in the standard of living 

for the average American. They emphasize the real wage growthof workers during this period as empirical



evidence against the critique of unregulated capitalism.

Technical Analysis of the 15th Anniversary Edition

The 15th-anniversary edition of the book updated the narrative to include the Great Recession, the Obama 

administration, and the early years of the Trump presidency. These updates are technically significant because

they apply the authors' historical framework to modern economic data. For instance, they evaluate the 2008

financial crisis through the lens of government intervention (specifically the Community Reinvestment Act) rather

than market failure, maintaining consistency with their core thesis.

Field Guide for Educational Implementation

For educators and students using A Patriot's Historyas a primary or supplementary text, the following procedural

steps are recommended to maximize pedagogical value:

1.  Comparative Source Analysis: Assign a chapter from A Patriot's History alongside a chapter on the same era 

from a traditional or revisionist textbook. Have students identify the primary sources used by each to support their 

differing conclusions.

2.  Economic Modeling: Use the book’s focus on financial history to create charts tracking GDP growth vs. 

government regulatory expansion, testing the authors' hypothesis that deregulation correlates with prosperity.

3.  Biographical Reconstruction: Task students with researching individuals highlighted in the book (the "Great 

Men" approach) to determine how their personal agency shaped specific historical outcomes.

4.  Critical Debate: Organize structured debates around the concept of American Exceptionalism, using the 

empirical data provided by Schweikart regarding life expectancy, literacy, and wealth distribution.

Troubleshooting Common Critiques

Like any major historical work, A Patriot's Historyfaces academic scrutiny. Below are common critiques and the

technical counter-arguments presented within the framework of the book.

The Critique of Over-Simplification

Critique: Critics argue the book glosses over the systemic horrors of slavery and the displacement of Native 

Americans.Response: The authors argue that while these events occurred, they were deviations from the 

American founding principles rather than the principles themselves. They focus on the mechanisms of correction

(e.g., the Abolitionist movement, the 13th-15th Amendments) that allowed the nation to eventually align its practice

with its theory.

The Critique of Economic Determinism

Critique: The text is often accused of being overly optimistic about the benefits of unregulated markets.Response: 

Schweikart utilizes historical financial metricsto show that government interventions—such as the New Deal—

often lengthened economic downturns rather than shortening them, citing the work of economists like Milton

Friedman and Thomas Sowell.

Synthesis of Historical Implications

The enduring relevance of A Patriot's History of the United States lies in its function as a historiographical 

stabilizer. In an era where historical education has moved toward a "deconstructionist" model, Schweikart and 

Allen provide a structured, cohesive narrative that emphasizes the successes of the American project. By focusing 

on the technical mechanics of governance and economics, they move the conversation away from purely



emotional or social grievances and toward an analysis of institutional efficacy.

Ultimately, the book serves as more than just a history text; it is a defense of the Western Liberal Tradition . It 

asserts that the United States is not a random collection of people or a territory defined by exploitation, but a 

specific intellectual and political experimentthat has, by most empirical metrics—wealth creation, technological

advancement, and the expansion of civil liberties—been an unprecedented success in human history. For the

senior technical writer or the serious historian, the work represents a rigorous attempt to quantify and qualify the

"American Spirit" through the lens of documented achievement and conservative political theory.

As the discourse around American identity continues to evolve, the framework provided by Schweikart and Allen 

remains a vital touchstone for those seeking a history that celebrates the potential of the individual and the 

enduring power of a constitutional republic. The text's ability to maintain its position as a #1 New York Times 

bestsellerthrough multiple editions underscores a significant demand for historical narratives that validate, rather

than merely critique, the American experience.
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