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In the complex world of maritime logistics and chemical transportation, the Procedures and Arrangements (P&A) 

Manual stands as a cornerstone of environmental compliance and operational safety. Governed primarily by the 

International Maritime Organization (IMO) through MARPOL Annex II, this manual is not merely a document but a 

comprehensive technical roadmap for the management of Noxious Liquid Substances (NLS). As global trade in

bulk chemicals continues to expand, the technical precision required in handling these substances becomes

paramount to prevent marine pollution and ensure the safety of the ship's crew.

Understanding the Regulatory Framework: MARPOL Annex II

MARPOL 73/78, the International Convention for the Prevention of Pollution from Ships, contains various annexes 

targeting different pollutants. Annex II specifically addresses the Control of Pollution by Noxious Liquid 

Substances in Bulk. This regulation applies to all ships certified to carry NLS in bulk, including chemical tankers

and offshore support vessels. The primary objective is to eliminate pollution from chemical residues by strictly

regulating discharge criteria and requiring specific structural arrangements.

Under Regulation 14 of Annex II, every ship certified to carry substances of Category X, Y, or Z must be provided

with a P&A Manual approved by the Administration (the Flag State). This manual is unique to each vessel and

serves as the bridge between regulatory requirements and physical shipboard operations.

The Categorization of Noxious Liquid Substances

To understand the P&A Manual, one must first grasp the categorization of the substances it governs. The GESAMP

(Group of Experts on the Scientific Aspects of Marine Environmental Protection) evaluates chemicals based on

their bioaccumulation, toxicity, and environmental impact. This results in four categories:

•  Category X: Noxious liquid substances which, if discharged into the sea from tank cleaning or deballasting 

operations, are deemed to present a major hazard to either marine resources or human health and, therefore, 

justify the prohibition of the discharge into the marine environment.

•  Category Y: Substances deemed to present a hazard to marine resources or human health or cause harm to 

amenities; discharge is subject to strict limitations.

•  Category Z: Substances deemed to present a minor hazard; discharge is subject to less stringent limitations.

•  Other Substances (OS): Substances that fall outside categories X, Y, or Z and are currently considered to 

present no harm to marine resources.

Detailed Anatomy of a P&A Manual

The structure of a P&A Manual is standardized by the IMO to ensure consistency across the global fleet. According 

to the IBC Code(International Code for the Construction and Equipment of Ships Carrying Dangerous Chemicals

in Bulk), the manual must contain specific sections detailing the ship’s equipment and operational procedures.

1. Description of the Ship’s Equipment and Arrangements



This section provides a technical inventory of the ship’s hardware. It includes details on the cargo pumping system, 

the stripping system, and the underwater discharge outlet. Modern chemical tankers are equipped with deep-well 

pumps (often Framo or Marflex systems) designed to minimize cargo residue in the tanks.

2. Cargo Unloading and Tank Stripping Procedures

A critical technical requirement is the "stripping" of tanks. Stripping refers to the final removal of cargo from the tank

bottom and associated piping. The P&A Manual must define the list of tanks and the maximum amount of residue

allowed for each category. For ships built after January 1, 2007, the residue limit for Category X, Y, and Z

substances is significantly lower (often 75 liters or less) compared to older vessels.

3. Procedures for Tank Cleaning and Residue Discharge

This section outlines the cleaning protocols. It distinguishes between Prewash(mandatory for Category X) and

subsequent cleaning. It also specifies the use of heat, chemical additives, and the duration of the cleaning cycle.

The manual must detail the "Venting" procedures if the cargo is sufficiently volatile (high vapor pressure).

Technical Comparison: Operational Requirements by Category

The following table illustrates the varying technical requirements for the discharge of residues into the sea, which

are dictated by the P&A Manual based on the substance category:



Requirement Category X Category Y Category Z

Prewash Mandatory? Yes Only for high-viscosity or 
solidifying substances

No

Residue Discharge 
Condition

Must be discharged to 
shore reception facility

May be discharged to sea 
under strict conditions

May be discharged to sea 
under strict conditions

Distance from Land N/A (to shore) &gt; 12 Nautical Miles &gt; 12 Nautical Miles

Water Depth N/A &gt; 25 Meters &gt; 25 Meters

Speed of Vessel N/A &gt; 7 knots (self-propelled) &gt; 7 knots (self-propelled)

The Technical Mechanics of Stripping Systems

The efficiency of a P&A Manual depends heavily on the vessel's Stripping System. When a tank is emptied, the 

main cargo pump eventually loses suction. The stripping system then takes over to remove the remaining liquid in 

the pump well and suction lines. This is usually achieved through stripping pumpsor by using compressed air or

nitrogen to "blow" the lines into the shore manifold or into a dedicated slop tank.

The Stripping Test (Appendix 5 of Annex II)

To verify that a ship can meet the residue limits specified in its P&A Manual, an initial Stripping Test is performed

using water as the medium. The results of this test determine the ship's ability to comply with the 75-liter (or 100-

liter for older ships) limit. The P&A Manual must record these test results, including the ship's trim and heel during

stripping, as these factors significantly influence the drainage efficiency.

Mathematical Model for Residue Calculation

Technical writers and surveyors use formulas to estimate the quantity of residue remaining in the piping and on the

tank surfaces. While complex computational fluid dynamics (CFD) can be used, the manual typically relies on the

empirical results from the stripping test. The formula for residue on tank surfaces (A) is often expressed as:

Q = k * (L * B + 2 * L * H + 2 * B * H)

Where Q is the quantity of residue, L, B, H are tank dimensions, and kis a coefficient representing the viscosity

and "clinging" properties of the substance. The P&A Manual provides specific tables for these coefficients to assist

the Chief Officer in calculating potential slop generation.

Step-by-Step Implementation of P&A Procedures

For ship's officers, the P&A Manual is a daily operational tool. The following sequence is typically followed during a

chemical discharge operation:

1.  Pre-arrival Verification: The officer checks the manual to confirm the category of the substance and the 

required stripping efficiency.

2.  Discharge Operation: Cargo is discharged using the main pumps. As the level drops, the ship's trim is 

adjusted (usually by the stern) to facilitate drainage into the pump suction well.

3.  Stripping Phase: The stripping system is activated according to the manual’s specific instructions (e.g., 

maintain a 2-meter stern trim).



4.  Cargo Record Book Entry: Every movement of cargo, including stripping and tank cleaning, is recorded in 

the Cargo Record Book (CRB), which must align perfectly with the P&A Manual procedures.

5.  Mandatory Prewash: If the substance is Category X, the prewash must be conducted before the ship leaves 

the port. The resulting slops must be discharged to a reception facility until the concentration in the effluent is below 

a specified limit (typically 0.1% by weight).

The Divergence of P&A: Acronym Contexts

While the maritime P&A Manual is the focus of this technical analysis, it is important for a Senior Technical Writer

to distinguish between similar acronyms in different industries to avoid operational confusion. The provided data

mentions two other critical "P&A" contexts:

1. Purchase and Assumption (P&A) in Finance

In the banking sector, a P&A is a transaction where a healthy bank purchases assets and assumes liabilities from a 

failed bank. This is a common method used by the FDIC (Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation)to resolve

bank failures with minimal disruption to depositors. Unlike the maritime manual, this P&A is a financial contract

involving risk assessment, asset valuation, and regulatory oversight by bodies like the IADI (International

Association of Deposit Insurers).

2. Plug and Abandonment (P&A) in the Oil & Gas Industry

In offshore drilling, P&A refers to the process of permanently sealing a well that is no longer productive. This

involves placing cement plugs at various depths to prevent the migration of fluids between different geological

strata and to the surface. It is a critical environmental safeguard, similar in spirit to MARPOL but focused on subsea

integrity rather than shipboard residues.

Case Study: PSC Inspections and P&A Deficiencies

Port State Control (PSC) inspections frequently target MARPOL Annex II compliance. A common failure point is a

discrepancy between the physical shipboard arrangements and the descriptions in the P&A Manual. For example, if

a ship has modified its piping system but failed to update the manual and receive flag state re-approval, the vessel

can be detained.

Troubleshooting Common Operational Challenges

•  Heated Cargoes: When carrying substances that solidify at ambient temperatures (e.g., palm oil or certain 

waxes), the stripping system can fail if the heating system is not maintained. The P&A Manual must provide specific 

instructions for maintaining the cargo temperature 10°C to 20°C above the melting point during stripping.

•  Equipment Malfunction: If a deep-well pump fails, the "emergency discharge" procedure must be followed as 

outlined in the manual. This often involves using a portable submersible pump, which generally has lower stripping 

efficiency, necessitating a more rigorous prewash cycle.

•  Documentation Errors: If the Cargo Record Book shows a discharge of Category Y residues closer than 12 

miles from land, and the P&A Manual clearly states the 12-mile limit, the ship faces heavy fines and legal action for 

environmental violation.

Advanced Considerations: The IBC and BCH Codes

The P&A Manual must be cross-referenced with the International Bulk Chemical (IBC) Code for ships built after 

1986, and the BCH Codefor older vessels. These codes specify the construction standards (Type 1, 2, or 3 ships)

which correlate with the hazard level of the NLS carried. A Type 1 ship is designed to withstand the maximum level



of damage and still protect the cargo, usually reserved for the most hazardous chemicals. The P&A Manual for a

Type 1 ship will include significantly more complex tank arrangement descriptions than a Type 3 ship.

Future Trends: Digital P&A Manuals and Automation

The maritime industry is moving toward Digital P&A Manualsintegrated into the ship's Automation and Control

System (ACS). These systems can automatically monitor the trim, heel, and pump pressure during stripping,

ensuring that the parameters defined in the manual are met in real-time. This reduces human error and provides an

immutable digital log for PSC authorities, potentially replacing the manual Cargo Record Book with electronic

records (e-CRB).

Integration with Equipment Handbook Data

Technical writers often incorporate data from Chemical Processing Equipment Handbookswhen drafting P&A

Manuals. Understanding the cavitation limits of pumps or the flow characteristics of high-viscosity fluids allows for

more accurate operational instructions. For instance, the manual might specify a reduced discharge rate near the

end of a tank emptying process to prevent air entrainment in the pump suction, which is a common cause of

stripping failure.

Synthesis of Technical Responsibility

The Procedures and Arrangements Manual is much more than a compliance checklist; it is the definitive technical

guide for the safe and clean operation of chemical tankers. It requires a deep synthesis of regulatory knowledge

(MARPOL), mechanical engineering (pumping systems), and fluid dynamics (NLS behavior). By strictly adhering to

the procedures outlined in the P&A Manual, ship owners not only ensure legal compliance but also contribute to the

broader goal of protecting the world's oceans from the potentially devastating effects of chemical pollution.

Operators must ensure that the manual is regularly reviewed and updated to reflect any changes in ship equipment

or international regulations. In an era of increasing environmental scrutiny, the P&A Manual remains the primary

line of defense against the accidental or negligent discharge of noxious liquid substances into the marine

environment.
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