LITERARY CRITICISM DIGITAL ARCHIVING

A Technical and Literary Deep-Dive into The Strange Case
of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde: Analysis, Duality, and Digital
Archiving

Published: August 1, 2026 | Index ID: #924

Published in January 1886, Robert Louis Stevenson’s The Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hydestands as a
seminal work of the Gothic novella genre, bridging the gap between Victorian social commentary and modern
psychological thrillers. While often simplified in popular culture as a binary struggle between good and evil, the text
offers a complex technical exploration of human duality, chemical catalysts, and the fragile nature of identity. This
article provides an exhaustive technical breakdown of the narrative’s structure, the chemical allegory presented,
and the modern digital landscape of this literary masterpiece.

The Theoretical Framework of Victorian Duality

To understand the mechanics of Stevenson’s work, one must first analyze the Victorian social framework that
necessitated such a narrative. The 19th century was defined by a strict adherence to moral rectitude and social
reputation. Stevenson uses Dr. Henry Jekyll as a vessel for this societal tension. The core concept here is the Law
of Dualism, which suggests that the human psyche is not a monolithic entity but a composite of conflicting
impulses.

The Psychological Archetype and Pre-Freudian Logic

Although the novella predates Sigmund Freud'’s formalization of the Id, Ego, and Superego, the narrative functions
as a pre-theoretical model of these components. Mr. Edward Hyde represents the Id—the uninhibited, primal

drive that seeks immediate gratification without moral restraint. Dr. Jekyll represents the Ego/Superego—the
socially conditioned self that attempts to balance personal desire with societal expectations. The technical
execution of the story hinges on the failure of the Ego to contain the Id once a chemical catalyst provides a medium
for physical manifestation.

Technical Analysis of Narrative Architecture

Stevenson employs a unique structural methodology to build tension and maintain the central mystery. The
narrative is not linear; rather, it is a triangulated investigative model. The reader views the events through three
distinct lenses:

¢ The Objective Third-Person Lens (Gabriel John Utterson): Utterson, a lawyer, provides a rational, evidence-
based perspective. He acts as the investigator, collecting data points that the reader must synthesize.

¢ The Witness Perspective (Dr. Hastie Lanyon): Lanyon’s narrative provides the empirical evidence of the
transformation, serving as the bridge between rational science and supernatural horror.

* The First-Person Confession (Henry Jekyll’s Full Statement): The final chapter serves as the technical
documentation of the experiment, detailing the motivations, the process, and the ultimate failure of the project.

Narrative Data Metrics

From a technical writing perspective, the novella’s efficiency is notable. Below is a breakdown of the structural
metrics based on standard editions:



Metric Details

Approximate Word Count 25,821 words

Reading Ease Score 70.3 (Standard Reading Ease)
Average Reading Time 1 hour 34 minutes

Primary Narrative Mode Epistolary / Multi-perspective Narrative
Setting Period Victorian London (Late 19th Century)

The Chemical Formula and Allegorical Mechanism

One of the most intriguing technical aspects of the novella is the chemical formula used by Dr. Jekyll to induce the
transformation. While Stevenson remains intentionally vague regarding the specific ingredients (using the literary
device of the "impure salt"), the process follows a logical chemical protocol. The potion acts as a metabolic
accelerator and a morphological catalyst.

The Transformation Workflow

1. Formulation: The combination of a specific salt and a blood-red liquor. This mixture undergoes a color-shift
transition from red to purple to green, indicating a complex exothermic reaction.

2. Ingestion: The subject (Jekyll) experiences "grinding in the bones" and "deadly nausea," suggesting a rapid
cellular restructuring.

3. Manifestation: The emergence of Edward Hyde. Hyde is physically smaller than Jekyll, a detail Stevenson
includes to signify that the "evil" side of Jekyll had been suppressed and was thus less developed (stunted growth).
4. Reversion: The use of the same formula to return to the original state. The failure mode occurs when the

specific impurity in the original salt supply is exhausted, rendering subsequent batches ineffective.

Comparative Analysis: Dr. Jekyll vs. Mr. Hyde

To understand the duality principle, we must look at the specific attributes of the two personas. This matrix
highlights the divergence in their physical and behavioral phenotypes.



Attribute

Physical Stature

Social Status

Moral Alignment

Linguistic Style

Symbolic Residence

Dr. Henry Jekyll

Large, well-made, smooth-faced man

of fifty.

Respected physician, affluent socialite.

Aspirational, charitable, yet repressed.

Formal, sophisticated, and circuitous.

The front of the house (order/light).

Mr. Edward Hyde

Small, lean, cordy, and notably
younger.

A social pariah, associated with crime.

Purely hedonistic, violent, and devoid
of empathy.

Terse, aggressive, and primitive.

The laboratory/dissecting room

(hidden/dark).

Technical Documentation of the Writing Process

The historical data surrounding the creation of the novella is as dramatic as the story itself. Stevenson composed
the first draft in a state of feverish productivity. Reports suggest he wrote approximately 30,000 words in just
three to six days while bedridden and suffering from a respiratory illness (likely tuberculosis).

Iteration and Revision Control

According to historical records, after finishing the first draft, Stevenson read it to his wife, Fanny Stevenson. She
critiqued the work for being a mere thriller rather than an allegory. In an act of extreme revision control, Stevenson
burned the original manuscript and rewrote the entire novella from scratch, focusing on the moral and philosophical
implications of the dual identity. This second iteration is the version that reached global acclaim.

Digital Distribution and Archiving Standards

In the modern era, The Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde serves as a primary case study for digital
archiving and open-access distribution. As the text is in the public domain, it is a staple of various digital libraries.

File Format Specifications for Modern E-Readers

Technical writers and digital publishers utilize several formats to ensure the novella remains accessible across
platforms. The transition from physical print to digital formats requires adherence to specific standards:

e EPUB (Electronic Publication): The industry standard. It uses XHTML 1.1 and CSS to allow for reflowable
content, essential for mobile and e-ink devices.

« PDF (Portable Document Format): Used primarily for scholarly versions that require fixed pagination for
citation purposes.

« MOBI/AZW3: Proprietary formats for Amazon Kindle devices, often converted from EPUB source files.

¢ OCR (Optical Character Recognition): The technical process used by volunteers (such as those at Project
Gutenberg) to digitize 19th-century printed copies into searchable text.

The Role of Metadata in Literary SEO
For digital repositories, the application of Dublin Core Metadataensures that the work is discoverable. Key

metadata fields for this novella include:

e Creator: Stevenson, Robert Louis
« Title: The Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde



e Date: 1886
¢ Subject: Horror fiction, Psychological fiction, London (England) -- Fiction
« ldentifier: Project Gutenberg EBook #42

Field Guide: Analyzing Themes in a Modern Context

For educators and researchers, implementing a technical analysis of the text involves looking at urban Gothic
elements. The city of London functions as a laboratory for social behavior. The "fog" mentioned throughout the text
is not merely a weather condition; it is a visual filterthat obscures the truth, representing the cognitive dissonance
of the Victorian era.

Implementation Steps for Literary Analysis

1. Spatial Analysis: Map the movement of Hyde between the laboratory and the main house. Note how the
laboratory door serves as a portal between two worlds.

2. Linguistic Tracking: Analyze the frequency of the word "deformity.” Stevenson never specifies what Hyde'’s
deformity is, suggesting that the "wrongness" is perceived at an instinctual level by others.

3. The Legal Framework: Examine the role of the will. The entire plot is set in motion by a legal document
(Jekyll's will), highlighting how the rational world of law attempts to manage the irrational world of Hyde.

Case Studies and Failure Modes in the Experiment

Dr. Jekyll's experiment can be analyzed as a scientific failure mode. In technical terms, Jekyll failed to account for
several critical variables:

1. Purity of Reagents

The primary failure was the lack of chemical consistency. Jekyll's success was dependent on a specific impurity
in his initial batch of salt. When he attempted to scale or replicate the experiment with a fresh supply of "pure” salt,
the reaction failed. This highlights the importance of reproducibility in scientific experimentation.

2.The Habituation Effect

Jekyll suffered from a feedback loopwhere the transformation into Hyde became easier over time, eventually
occurring spontaneously without the catalyst. This suggests a biological "memory” or a neural pathway that
became reinforced through repetition, eventually leading to the total collapse of the Jekyll persona.

3. Psychological Dependency

Jekyll exhibited signs of addiction. He initially sought the transformation for liberation but eventually became a
slave to the Hyde persona. From a technical perspective, this represents a loss of system control where the sub-
process (Hyde) overrides the master process (Jekyll).

Technical Summary and Broader Implications

Robert Louis Stevenson’s work remains a cornerstone of literature because it provides a robust architectural
modelof the human condition. By utilizing a blend of gothic horror and medical mystery, he created a narrative that
functions on both emotional and technical levels. The novella’s legacy is seen not only in the thousands of
adaptations but also in the way we describe human behavior. The term "Jekyll and Hyde" has entered the lexicon
as a technical descriptor for split personalities and inconsistent character traits.

As we continue to digitize and analyze these classic texts, the technical precision of Stevenson’s writing becomes
even more apparent. Whether viewed as a study in Victorian morality, a precursor to psychological theory, or a



cautionary tale about scientific ethics, The Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyderemains an essential dataset
for understanding the complexities of identity. Its transition into the digital age through EPUB and PDF formats
ensures that the chemical formula of Jekyll's tragedy will be studied by generations of researchers, engineers, and
literary critics to come.

Ultimately, the story warns of the dangers inherent in attempting to isolate components of a complex system. Just
as a chemical reaction can become uncontrollable when a single variable is altered, the human psyche proves too
volatile for the surgical separation of its light and dark halves. Stevenson’s technical mastery lies in his ability to
document this volatility with the precision of a scientist and the soul of a poet.
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