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The literary and theological output of Kenneth E. Hagin (1917–2003) represents a foundational pillar in 20th-

century Charismatic and Pentecostal thought. Often referred to as the father of the modern Word of Faith 

movement, Hagin’s bibliography extends across dozens of titles, each dissecting specific pneumatological 

mechanisms, spiritual laws, and ecclesiastical structures. This article provides a high-density, technical analysis of 

the core concepts presented in his major works, including The Believer's Authority, Understanding the 

Anointing, and How to Train the Human Spirit .

The Theoretical Foundation of Word of Faith Theology

At the center of Kenneth E. Hagin’s theological architecture is the distinction between 'sense knowledge' and 

'revelation knowledge.' Hagin posits that the human spirit, distinct from the soul (intellect/emotions) and the body 

(physical senses), is the primary conduit for spiritual data. In his work How to Train the Human Spirit, he outlines a

systematic approach to spiritual development that mirrors physical discipline.

Anthropological Trichotomy: Spirit, Soul, and Body

Hagin adopts a strictly trichotomous view of human nature. This framework is essential for understanding his 

methodologies for spiritual training. According to Hagin, the spirit is the 'real man,' the soul is the seat of the will 

and intellect, and the body is the physical house. The technical breakdown of this interaction is as follows:

•  Spirit: The dimension that interacts with the divine (Pneuma).

•  Soul: The dimension that processes logic and emotion (Psyche).

•  Body: The dimension that interacts with the material world (Soma).

Hagin argues that most failures in spiritual practice occur because believers attempt to engage spiritual laws using 

the soul (mental assent) rather than the spirit (faith). The technical objective of his teachings is to shift the locus of 

control from the Psyche to the Pneuma.

Structural Analysis: Understanding the Anointing

In his seminal work Understanding the Anointing, Hagin categorizes the power of the Holy Spirit into specific

functional layers. This is not treated as a vague mystical cloud but as a quantifiable spiritual force that operates

under specific conditions. He identifies three primary levels of anointing that dictate the efficacy of ministry and

personal spiritual life.

Table 1: Comparison of Anointing Categorizations



Level Primary Target Source/Manifestation Technical Objective

Individual Anointing The Believer The In-dwelling of the Holy 
Spirit

Personal guidance, 
character development, 
and 'Zoe' (life) 
maintenance.

The Anointing on the Office The Congregation The 'Upon' experience for 
Five-fold Ministry

Execution of specific 
ecclesiastical duties 
(Preacher, Teacher, etc.).

The Corporate Anointing The Collective Body Unified prayer and worship Synergistic spiritual power 
for mass healing or 
deliverance.

Hagin details the 'tangibility' of the anointing, describing it as a literal energy that can be transferred through 

physical contact (laying on of hands) or through the atmosphere (the shadow of Peter). He introduces the concept 

of degree—that the anointing can be measured in intensity based on the faith of the recipient and the consecration

of the minister.

The Legalistic Framework of the Believer's Authority

Perhaps Hagin's most influential work, The Believer's Authority, operates on a legal-theological premise. He argues

that the resurrection of Christ provided a 'Power of Attorney' to the believer. This is not a request-based system

(asking God to do something) but a command-based system (using the authority already delegated by God).

The Power of Attorney Mechanism

The technical workflow for exercising this authority involves several steps:

1.  Identification with Christ: Recognizing that the believer is legally seated with Christ in 'heavenly 

places' (Ephesians 2:6).

2.  Recognition of Hierarchy: Understanding that the believer is positioned above principalities and powers in the 

spiritual hierarchy.

3.  The Command of Faith: Issuing a verbal decree based on scriptural precedent.

4.  The Refusal of Counter-Evidence: Ignoring 'sense knowledge' (physical symptoms or circumstances) in favor 

of the 'revelation knowledge' of the Word.

Hagin’s analysis of Mark 11:23 serves as a mathematical model for faith. He emphasizes that 'saying' must occur 

three times as often as 'believing' to produce a result, based on the text's structure. This linguistic emphasis 

underscores the importance of confession as a mechanical trigger for spiritual laws.

Technical Analysis of Faith Mechanics

Hagin’s approach to faith is often described as 'mechanical' because he believes spiritual laws are as consistent as

physical laws (like gravity). He rejects the idea that God is capricious or that the manifestation of faith is a matter of

luck. Instead, he proposes a consistent formula for results.

The Faith Formula (Mathematical Analogy)

While Hagin does not use formal algebra, his teachings can be summarized in the following procedural model:

Result (R) = [Scriptural Promise (P) + Heart Faith (HF)] x Spoken Confession (C)



•  P (Scriptural Promise): The legal basis for the claim. Without a specific promise, there is no foundation.

•  HF (Heart Faith): The internal conviction of the human spirit, distinct from mental agreement.

•  C (Confession): The external activation. Hagin famously taught that 'Faith will not work without a saying part.'

If any variable in this equation is zero, the result remains zero. For instance, Mental Assent (MA) is often mistaken

for Heart Faith (HF). Hagin distinguishes these by the ability to act in the face of contradictory physical evidence.

Procedural Methodology: How to Train the Human Spirit

In his technical guide to spiritual development, Hagin outlines four specific procedures to develop the 'human spirit'

to the point where it can accurately receive 'revelation knowledge' (the inward witness).

The Four-Step Protocol

1.  Meditation in the Word: This is not passive reflection but active, vocalized muttering of scriptures to sink the 

information from the soul into the spirit.

2.  Practicing the Word: Hagin refers to this as being a 'doer of the Word.' It involves immediate application of 

biblical principles without hesitation.

3.  Giving the Word First Place: In any decision-making matrix, the written word takes precedence over logic, 

feelings, or expert opinion.

4.  Instantly Obeying the Voice of the Spirit: Training the spirit to recognize the 'inward witness'—a subtle 

spiritual intuition—and acting upon it before the mind can rationalize against it.

Comparative Matrix: Key Literary Contributions



Title Core Theme Technical Focus Primary Audience

The Believer's Authority Legal Rights Delegated authority and 
spiritual warfare.

All Believers

Understanding the 
Anointing

Power Dynamics The mechanics of the Holy 
Spirit's flow.

Ministers/Leaders

Keys to Hearing From God Pneumatology Distinguishing the 'inward 
witness' from thoughts.

Seeking Guidance

How to Train the Human 
Spirit

Spiritual Growth Biological/Spiritual 
discipline for the 'Inward 
Man'.

Discipleship

The Name of Jesus Christology The legal power inherent in 
the Name as a tool.

All Believers

Case Study: The Application of Faith in Physical Healing

Hagin’s teachings are frequently applied in the context of physical healing. A technical case study of his

methodology involves a patient diagnosed with a chronic illness. Instead of a standard petitionary prayer ('God, if it

be thy will, heal me'), Hagin's protocol follows this sequence:

The Healing Workflow

•  Phase 1: Diagnosis of Legal Status. The believer finds scriptures (e.g., Isaiah 53:5, 1 Peter 2:24) that 

establish healing as a 'paid-for' legal right.

•  Phase 2: The Appropriation. The believer 'takes' the healing in the spirit before the body shows improvement.

•  Phase 3: The Resistance. When symptoms persist, the believer uses the Believer's Authority to 'rebuke' the 

symptoms, treating them as a spiritual trespasser.

•  Phase 4: Consistent Confession. The believer maintains a verbal report of health, aligning their speech with 

the 'revelation knowledge' of the Word rather than the 'sense knowledge' of the pain.

Hagin identifies a common failure mode in this process: The Symptom-Focus Trap . If a believer checks for

symptoms to see if the faith worked, they have moved back into 'sense knowledge,' effectively neutralizing the faith

formula.

Troubleshooting Common Operational Challenges

Despite the structured nature of Hagin's theology, practitioners often encounter obstacles. Hagin addressed these

through a 'troubleshooting' lens in his later works and audio recordings.

Identifying 'Mental Assent' vs. 'Heart Faith'

The most common failure in Hagin's system is Mental Assent. This occurs when an individual agrees with the

Bible intellectually but has not 'registered' that truth in their spirit. The technical difference is that Mental Assent

says, 'I know the Bible is true, but I don't have my healing yet.' Heart Faith says, 'It is mine now, regardless of what I

feel.'

The 'Waited-to-See' Error

Many believers wait for a physical manifestation before they believe. In Hagin’s framework, this is not faith. Faith is 



the substance(the title deed) of things not yet seen. To wait for sight is to negate the necessity of faith. Hagin

suggests that the technical solution is to act 'as if' the manifestation is already present in the material world.

Implications for Modern Pneumatology and Leadership

The bibliographical legacy of Kenneth E. Hagin extends beyond individual piety into the organizational structure of

the modern church. By systematizing the 'movements of the Spirit,' Hagin allowed for the scaling of ministry

through institutions like the Rhema Bible Training Center. His focus on technical, repeatable spiritual disciplines

provided a curriculum for thousands of ministers globally.

His works emphasize a transition from a 'mystical' view of God to a 'covenantal' view. In the covenantal view, God is

a legal partner who has bound Himself to His Word. This perspective changes the believer's role from a beggar to a

steward of divine power. The broader implications suggest that spiritual growth is not an accidental occurrence but

a result of precise, methodical adherence to spiritual laws found in Scripture.

Ultimately, the technical breakdown of Hagin’s literature reveals a highly structured, almost algorithmic approach to

the Christian life. By focusing on the training of the human spirit and the rigorous application of the 'Believer's

Authority,' Hagin's framework seeks to provide a consistent, predictable experience of the divine, grounded in a

legalistic and pneumatic interpretation of the New Testament. This systematic approach remains a subject of

intense study for those seeking to understand the mechanics of faith and the operational dynamics of the Holy

Spirit in the contemporary era.
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