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The Indonesian educational landscape underwent a significant transformation over the last decade, particularly in 

the methodology and execution of standardized assessments for secondary education. For Senior High School 

(SMA) students specializing in the Natural Sciences (IPA), the Mathematics National Examination (Ujian Nasional 

or UN) represents a critical milestone in academic proficiency. This analysis provides an in-depth exploration of the 

structural, mathematical, and strategic frameworks underlying the UNBK (Ujian Nasional Berbasis Komputer) and 

USBN (Ujian Sekolah Berstandar Nasional) systems, based on historical exam data from 2016 through 2020. By 

examining the Standar Kompetensi Lulusan (SKL) and the evolution of the Kisi-Kisi(examination blueprints), we

can derive a comprehensive strategy for academic excellence in high-stakes mathematical testing.

1. Theoretical Framework of the National Assessment System

The National Examination system was designed to measure the achievement of national graduate competencies in

specific subjects. For the Natural Sciences stream, Mathematics is categorized as a core evaluative metric due to

its role in developing logical reasoning, quantitative analysis, and abstract problem-solving skills. The transition

from paper-based testing (UNKP) to computer-based testing (UNBK) introduced new variables into student

performance, including digital literacy and the ability to process complex mathematical notations on a screen.

1.1. Standar Kompetensi Lulusan (SKL)

The SKL serves as the foundational legal and pedagogical document that dictates the scope of the examination. It 

defines the minimum criteria for students' knowledge, skills, and attitudes upon graduation. In the context of 

Mathematics SMA IPA, the SKL encompasses several cognitive levels:

•  Level 1 (Knowledge and Understanding): Identification, definition, and basic computation of mathematical 

properties.

•  Level 2 (Application): The ability to use mathematical concepts to solve routine problems in varied contexts.

•  Level 3 (Reasoning): Higher-order thinking skills (HOTS) involving analysis, synthesis, and evaluation of non-

routine mathematical structures.

1.2. The Role of 'Kisi-Kisi' in Exam Prediction

The term "Bocoran" (leaks) often circulates in student communities; however, in a technical context, these are 

rarely actual security breaches of the exam papers. Instead, they are high-fidelity predictive models based on the 

official Kisi-Kisi UN. By analyzing the frequency of specific topics across different years—such as the 2018 and

2019 patterns mentioned in the study data—educators can synthesize practice sets that simulate the actual exam's

difficulty and distribution. This technical mapping allows students to prioritize high-yield topics over peripheral ones.

2. Detailed Domain Analysis: Core Mathematical Modules

The SMA IPA Mathematics curriculum is bifurcated into several domains. A technical breakdown of these domains

reveals the recurring patterns found in the 2018-2020 examination cycles.



2.1. Algebra and Quadratic Functions

Algebra forms the backbone of the examination, typically accounting for 25-30% of the total questions. Key sub-

topics include Quadratic Equations, Systems of Linear Equations, and Matrix Operations. In the 2019 and

2020 practice sets, a recurring emphasis was placed on the properties of the discriminant ($D = b^2 - 4ac$) and its

role in determining the nature of the roots of a quadratic equation. Students are required to not only solve for $x$

but also to find the relationship between coefficients and roots ($\\alpha + \\beta$ and $\\alpha \\cdot \\beta$).

2.2. Composite and Inverse Functions

As noted in the 2020 UNBK practice materials, Fungsi Komposisi(Composite Functions) is a critical topic. The

technical requirement here is the mastery of the chain rule in functional application, where $(f \\circ g)(x) = f(g(x))$.

Students must navigate the domain and range constraints, particularly when dealing with rational functions or

radical expressions, ensuring the resulting composite function remains defined within the real number system.

2.3. Calculus: Differential and Integral

Calculus is often cited as the most challenging section for IPA students. The UNBK usually covers:

•  Limits of Algebraic and Trigonometric Functions: Utilizing L'Hôpital's Rule or algebraic factorization to resolve 

indeterminate forms ($0/0$ or $\\infty/\\infty$).

•  Derivatives: Applications in finding the stationary points, intervals of increase/decrease, and tangent lines to 

curves.

•  Integrals: Focusing on indefinite and definite integrals, specifically the calculation of areas under curves and 

volumes of solids of revolution.

3. Comparative Evaluation: UNBK vs. USBN

The following table illustrates the structural differences between the Computer-Based National Exam (UNBK) and

the School-Based National Standardized Exam (USBN), as applied to Mathematics SMA IPA.



Feature UNBK (National Computer-Based) USBN (School-Based Standardized)

Authority Puspendik (National Education 
Center)

BNSNP and Local School Committees

Question Composition 100% Multiple Choice 90% Multiple Choice, 10% Essay/
Uraian

Focus Area National Standard Competencies National Standards + Local 
Curriculum Content

Difficulty Level Standardized Across Indonesia Variable, depends on regional school 
clusters

Technical Platform Dedicated Computer Servers Paper-based or School Servers

4. Strategic Methodology: The "Trik Superkilat" and Heuristic Problem 
Solving

As referenced in the works of educators like Pak Anang, the use of "Trik Superkilat"(Superfast Tricks) is a

common pedagogical strategy for time-constrained examinations. While understanding the underlying theory is

paramount, these heuristics allow students to bypass long-form derivations.

4.1. Logic-Based Elimination

In multiple-choice mathematics exams, the answer is already present on the page. Technical writers and educators 

advocate for the Substitution Method. For example, if a question asks for the roots of a complex equation,

substituting the given options into the equation is often faster than performing a full algebraic derivation. This is

particularly effective for logarithmic and exponential equations.

4.2. Geometric Visualizations

For 3D Geometry (Dimensi Tiga) questions, such as calculating the distance between a point and a plane in a 

cube, students are taught to use Projection Ratios. Instead of recalculating the Pythagorean theorem multiple

times, memorizing the standard ratios for a cube of side $a$ (e.g., space diagonal = $a\\sqrt{3}$) provides a

significant temporal advantage.

5. Procedural Implementation: 12-Week Preparation Workflow

To achieve optimal results in the UNBK Mathematics exam, a systematic preparation phase is required. The

following workflow is based on successful pedagogical models from 2018-2020.

1.  Diagnostic Phase (Week 1-2): Students take a full-length past year paper (e.g., 2017 or 2018) to identify 

knowledge gaps in specific domains like Trigonometry or Statistics.

2.  Domain Consolidation (Week 3-7): Intensive focus on weak areas. Each week is dedicated to one domain. 

Use the Pembahasan Soal (Question Discussions) from previous years to understand the 'logic' of the test creators.

3.  Predictive Mapping (Week 8-9): Utilizing the "Bocoran" or prediction papers aligned with the current year's 

Kisi-Kisi. This phase focuses on the "Paket 1" and "Paket 2" variations to prepare for different question codes.

4.  Simulation Phase (Week 10-11): Practicing in a timed environment using computer-based software to 

simulate the UNBK interface. This reduces exam-day anxiety and improves digital pacing.

5.  Final Review (Week 12): Reviewing the Trik Superkilat and fundamental formulas. Avoid learning new 



complex concepts in the final 7 days.

6. Case Study: Analysis of the 2019 Mathematics IPA 'Paket 2'

In 2019, the Mathematics IPA exam was noted for its inclusion of several HOTS (Higher Order Thinking Skills)

questions that caught many students off guard. Specifically, a problem involving the integration of trigonometry and

calculus required students to find the maximum volume of a geometric shape inscribed in a sphere. 

Failure Mode Analysis: Many students failed this question not because they lacked the formula for volume, but 

because they could not formulate the Objective Functionthat needed to be differentiated. This highlights a critical

lesson for future examinees: the transition from a verbal problem description to a mathematical model is the most

vital skill in modern standardized testing.

Solution and Technical Correction:

•  Step 1: Define the variables based on the geometric constraints.

•  Step 2: Express all variables in terms of a single variable (e.g., the radius or angle $\\theta$).

•  Step 3: Apply the derivative $V' = 0$ to find the extrema.

•  Step 4: Verify the result against the provided multiple-choice options using logical estimation.

7. Resource Evaluation: The Digital Repository Landscape

The study of Mathematics for UNBK in Indonesia is heavily supported by independent digital repositories. The most 

prominent among these are Pak Anang's Blog and Berbagi dan Belajar. These platforms serve as more than just 

file-sharing sites; they are educational hubs that provide Pembahasan(detailed explanations) which are often

more intuitive than those found in official textbooks.

The 2018 Paket 1 and Paket 2 discussions available on these platforms, for instance, utilize a side-by-side format 

where the formal mathematical solution is presented alongside a Logika Praktis(Practical Logic) shortcut. This

dual-approach pedagogy is instrumental in bridging the gap between theoretical knowledge and exam-day

performance.

8. Common Technical Errors in Student Submissions

Based on longitudinal data from exam observers, several recurring errors contribute to score degradation in

Mathematics SMA IPA:

•  Sign Errors in Algebra: Mismanagement of negative signs during the transposition of terms across the equals 

sign.

•  Incorrect Unit Conversion: In applied problems (e.g., statistics or physics-based math), failing to convert units 

to a standard SI base before computation.

•  Misinterpretation of Domain Constraints: Forgetting that the argument of a logarithm must be greater than 

zero ($x > 0$) or that the denominator of a fraction cannot be zero.

•  Pacing Issues: Spending more than 5 minutes on a single 1-mark question, leading to incomplete papers.

9. Synthesis and Broader Educational Implications

The study of National Exam patterns for Mathematics SMA IPA reveals a sophisticated ecosystem of assessment 

that balances traditional computation with modern analytical requirements. While the UNBK system has been 

officially replaced by the Asesmen Nasional (AN) in recent years, the mathematical principles and the strategic 

approach to problem-solving remain identical. The rigorous focus on Aljabar, Kalkulus, and Geometricontinues



to form the bedrock of the Indonesian secondary science curriculum.

For educators and students alike, the key takeaway is that success in high-stakes mathematics is not merely a 

product of rote memorization. It is the result of a structured synthesis between understanding the Standar 

Kompetensi Lulusan, practicing with high-fidelity predictive materials, and mastering both formal and heuristic

problem-solving techniques. As digital assessments continue to evolve, the ability to decompose complex problems

into manageable algorithmic steps remains the most valuable asset a student can possess. The repositories of past

exam data, from the 2016-2020 era, serve as an invaluable archive for developing these timeless analytical skills,

ensuring that future cohorts are prepared for the rigors of university-level STEM education and beyond.
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