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In the landscape of contemporary literature and cinema, the emergence of specific character archetypes often
dictates market trends and consumer engagement. One of the most prevalent and intriguing phenomena in recent
years is the dual manifestation of the "Simon" figure—exemplified by the disparate yet narratively significant works
A Love Called Simon by Sandi Lynn and the cultural juggernaut Love, Simon(based on Becky Albertalli's novel).
While both properties utilize a shared nominal identity, their structural frameworks, thematic explorations, and target
demographic alignments differ significantly. This article provides a comprehensive, technical breakdown of these
narrative structures, analyzing the core mechanics of romance tropes, identity politics, and the commercial
engineering behind successful literary IPs.

1.Theoretical Framework: Narrative Architecture and Archetypal Naming

The choice of a protagonist's name is rarely incidental in high-intent commercial fiction. The name "Simon"—
derived from the Hebrew Shim'on, meaning "he has heard"—carries historical weight and phonetic accessibility. In
technical writing and literary analysis, we categorize these narratives into two distinct frameworks: the Success-
Driven Alpha Romantic (SDAR) and the Identity-Discovery Narrative (IDN).

1.1 The SDAR Framework (Sandi Lynn)

Sandi Lynn’s A Love Called Simonoperates within the SDAR framework. This model relies on established power
dynamics, financial escapism, and the "Billionaire CEO" trope. The narrative mechanics are designed to create a
high-stakes environment where emotional vulnerability is the primary currency. Key technical components include:

» Location-Based Contrast: The migration from New York to Seattle serves as a geographical reset,
establishing the protagonist's emotional state.

« Power Asymmetry: The interaction between a self-vowed independent woman and the CEO of Young
International creates a classic friction point necessary for the romance genre.

« The Pivot Secret: A structural device used to disrupt the rising action (Act Il), forcing a resolution that
validates the "rules are meant to be broken" theme.

1.2The IDN Framework (Becky Albertalli / Love, Simon)

In contrast, Love, Simon (originally Simon vs. the Homo Sapiens Agenda) utilizes the IDN framework. Here, the
"Simon" character is not an external force of power but an internal vessel for exploration. The technical components
shift toward:

¢ Epistolary Mechanics: The use of emails between Simon and "Blue” creates a secondary narrative layer,
functioning as a digital sub-plot.

» Social Risk Assessment: The narrative tension is derived from the potential loss of social status and familial
security rather than financial or professional standing.

¢ The Revelation Arc: Unlike the SDAR framework, where the secret is often a past trauma, the IDN secret is a
core identity component (sexual orientation).



2.Technical Comparison of Narrative Engines

To understand the efficacy of these two narratives, we must examine their underlying engines. The following table
provides a technical comparison of the plot mechanics and audience metrics associated with these "Simon"-centric
properties.



Feature/Metric A Love Called Simon (Lynn) Love, Simon (Albertalli/Berlanti)

Primary Genre Contemporary Adult Romance Young Adult / Coming-of-Age Drama

Protagonist Archetype CEO / Hotel Magnate Suburban High School Student

Structural Device Standalone Physical-to-Emotional Arc Mystery/Whodunit Identity Search

Conflict Trigger Broken Rules & Professional Extortion / Blackmail via Digital Leaks
Boundaries

Target Audience 25-55 (Adult Female Demographic) 14-24 (Gen Z / LGBTQ+ Allies)

Thematic Core Redemption through Passion Self-Actualization and Acceptance

3. Quantitative Analysis: The Narrative Tension Index (NTI)

In literary engineering, we can quantify the progression of a story using the Narrative Tension Index (NTI). This
formula calculates the ratio of revealed information (R) against the total number of plot-critical secrets (S) relative to
the story's timeline (T).

The formula is expressed as:
NTI=(S-R)/T

In A Love Called Simon, the NTI remains consistently high in the third quartile (75% mark), where the "secret that
would destroy everything" is introduced. This creates a sharp spike in tension, necessitating a rapid resolution
phase. Conversely, Love, Simonmaintains a sustained NTI through the use of the "Blue" identity mystery, where R
remains low until the final climax (Act Ill), ensuring consistent engagement through curiosity rather than dread.

4. Case Study: The Secret as a Narrative Pivot Point

Both works rely on the technical execution of a "Secret." However, the implementation of these secrets serves
different functional purposes in the story's architecture.

4.1 The Destructive Secret (Sandi Lynn)

In Sandi Lynn’s work, the secret is a Past-Tense Burden. Simon Young's secret is a structural obstacle. It is
designed to test the protagonist’s resolve and the strength of the established relationship. Technically, this is known
as a "Reliability Breach." The reader's investment is predicated on whether the CEQ's past can be reconciled with
his present persona. This is common in New York Times bestselling romance patterns where the male lead must
be humanized through vulnerability.

4.2 The ldentity Secret (Love, Simon)

In the 2018 film and its source material, the secret is a Present-Tense Reality. Simon Spier’s secret is his gay
identity. This functions as a Catalytic Constraint. The narrative doesn't move forward through the hero's actions
alone, but through the tension of his identity being forcibly revealed. The blackmail subplot (Martin’s interference)
serves as the mechanical driver for the plot’s acceleration.

5. Comparison Matrix: Character Development Trajectories



Character development in these narratives follows distinct mathematical curves. We can visualize this through a
matrix of emotional growth versus plot progression.



Development Phase The CEO (Simon Young) The Student (Simon Spier)

Initial State Closed-off, high authority, Integrated, low profile, observant.
transactional.

Disruption Physical intimacy leading to emotional External threat to digital privacy.
breach.

Climax The "Secret" is exposed; loss of Public declaration of identity.
partner.

Final State Emotional availability; commitment. Authentic living; social integration.

6. Step-by-Step Procedure for Developing High-Engagement Romance
Tropes

For writers and strategists aiming to replicate the success of the "Simon" archetype, the following procedural
workflow is recommended:

1. Archetype Selection: Determine if the protagonist is an Agent of Change (Simon Young) or a Subject of
Change (Simon Spier).

2. Setting Calibration: Align the setting with the character's internal conflict. (e.g., The isolation of a luxury hotel
empire vs. the visibility of a high school Ferris wheel).

3. The Conflict Anchor: Establish a "Vow" or "Rule" early in Act I. (e.g., "No more men" or "No coming out yet").

4. The Tension Escalator: Introduce a secondary medium of communication. In Love, Simon, it's emails. In A
Love Called Simon, it is the physical-to-emotional boundary crossing.

5. The Resolution Matrix: Ensure the secret’s revelation leads to a "Return to a New Normal" rather than a
return to the status quo.

7. SEO and Content Strategy: Navigating Overlapping IP Names

A significant challenge for content strategists is the overlap of titles like A Love Called Simon and Love, Simon.
From a technical SEO perspective, this creates a "keyword cannibalization" or "intent ambiguity" issue. To optimize
for these terms, strategists must use long-tail keywords and specific schema markup.

7.1 Semantic Differentiation
When targeting these keywords, content must be differentiated by intent markers:
e Transactional Intent: "Buy Sandi Lynn A Love Called Simon audiobook," "ThriftBooks A Love Called Simon."
« Informational Intent: "Love Simon movie summary," "Simon Spier character analysis," "Becky Albertalli vs
Sandi Lynn."
¢ Review Intent: "Customer reviews A Love Called Simon Amazon," "Love Simon Rotten Tomatoes analysis."
7.2 Metadata Strategy

The use of Structured Data (Schema.org)is essential for distinguishing between a Book and a Movie. Using
@type: "Book" for Sandi Lynn’s work and @type: "Movie" for Greg Berlanti’'s film allows search engines to
categorize the entities correctly, reducing the bounce rate from users looking for one but finding the other.

8. Troubleshooting Common Narrative Pitfalls



When executing romance or coming-of-age stories, several operational failures often occur. Below are technical
solutions to these common errors.



Failure Mode Technical Solution

Flat Character Arc Implement a "False Victory" at the 50% mark to reset
stakes.
Deus Ex Machina Resolution Ensure the secret’s resolution is earned through

protagonist agency, not coincidence.

Trope Fatigue Subvert one secondary trope (e.g., the "Best Friend" role)
to provide fresh perspective.

Pacing Drag Increase the frequency of the "Epistolary" or "Dialogue"
exchanges to accelerate Act Il

9. Socio-Cultural Impact and Market Positioning

The commercial success of these works highlights a shift in consumer behavior. Sandi Lynn’s success as a New
York Times Bestselling Author through indie-rooted pathways (Wall Street Journal, USA Today lists)
demonstrates the power of the Direct-to-Consumer Romance Market. Meanwhile, Love, Simon represents the
Mainstream Studio Integrationof queer narratives, proving that specific identity-focused stories can achieve
universal box-office appeal.

The lyrical inclusion of the "Simon Says" game in YC Banks' music further illustrates how the name permeates pop
culture, shifting from a literal game to a metaphor for sexual or social dominance. This cross-pollination of the name
"Simon" across literature, film, and music creates a robust cultural node that reinforces the archetype's relevance.

Technical Synthesis: The Universal Appeal of the 'Simon' Conflict

Analyzing the provided data reveals that the common thread across all "Simon" properties is the management of a
Transformative Secret. Whether it is the secret of a billionaire's past in A Love Called Simon or the secret of a
teenager’s identity in Love, Simon, the narrative engine is powered by the tension between the public persona and
the private truth. For the technical writer or content creator, understanding this mechanical requirement is the key to
producing high-impact, resonant material.

As we look toward the evolution of these genres, the integration of digital themes—such as the role of social media
in Love, Simon or the corporate branding in A Love Called Simon—will continue to define the boundaries of
modern storytelling. By applying rigorous structural analysis and quantitative metrics like the NTI, we can better
understand why these stories capture the global imagination and how to engineer the next generation of romantic
icons. The "Simon" archetype remains a cornerstone of contemporary narrative design, offering a blueprint for
balancing emotional depth with commercial viability.
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