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The Blaupunkt PSA RD4 series represents a significant era in automotive infotainment, serving as the primary

audio head unit for millions of Peugeot and Citroën vehicles produced throughout the mid-2000s to early 2010s.

Developed through a collaboration between Blaupunkt (a subsidiary of Robert Bosch GmbH at the time) and the

PSA Group, the RD4 system was designed to integrate deeply with the vehicle's multiplexed electronic architecture.

Understanding the technical nuances of the RD4 Level 2 system—including its circuit topology, software

configuration, and expansion capabilities—is essential for automotive technicians, electronics engineers, and

dedicated enthusiasts looking to maintain or modernize these robust units.

The Evolution of the PSA RD4 Architecture

The RD4 unit is more than a simple radio; it is a node on the vehicle’s Controller Area Network (CAN). Unlike 

earlier ISO-standard radios, the RD4 relies on the CAN-bus protocolfor power management, ignition sensing, and

steering wheel control integration. The system evolved through several iterations, primarily categorized by their

hardware capabilities and software features.

RD4 Level 1 vs. Level 2

The distinction between Level 1 and Level 2 hardware is critical for repair and upgrade paths. The Blaupunkt PSA 

RD4 LEVEL2units typically feature upgraded internal amplifiers and support for external CD changers and

monochrome or color display screens. More importantly, Level 2 units often include the necessary hardware traces

for MP3 playback and secondary auxiliary inputs, which were absent in the basic Level 1 configurations.

The RD45 Upgrade Path

Later in the lifecycle, the RD45 was introduced. While visually similar, the RD45 integrated Bluetooth and USB 

connectivity directly into the head unit, whereas the standard RD4 required external modules (such as the Peugeot/

Citroën Nomade box) to achieve similar functionality. Understanding these generational shifts allows technicians to 

determine if a specific circuit diagram or service manual is applicable to the hardware on their bench.

Technical Analysis of the RD4 Level 2 Circuitry

To perform component-level repair, one must analyze the Blaupunkt PSA RD4 LEVEL2 BASIC circuit diagram.

The internal architecture is divided into several functional blocks: the Power Supply Stage, the Tuner Front-End, the

Audio Processing Core, and the CAN-bus Interface.

1. Power Supply and Voltage Regulation

The RD4 operates on a 12V DC nominal input, but internally, it requires multiple regulated voltages. The circuit

utilizes dedicated Low Dropout (LDO) regulators to provide 3.3V and 5V rails for the digital logic circuits and the

main microcontroller. A common failure point in these units is the thermal stress on the primary voltage regulator,

leading to intermittent power-cycling or a total loss of display communication.



2. The Audio Processing Chain

At the heart of the RD4 Level 2 is a sophisticated digital signal processor (DSP). This chip handles the source 

switching (Radio, CD, AUX), volume control, and equalization. The output is typically handled by a TDA-series 

Bridge-Tied Load (BTL) amplifier IC, which provides 4x15W to 4x30W depending on the specific model. The

audio signal path includes high-grade electrolytic capacitors for DC blocking, which can degrade over time, causing

audible distortion or DC offset issues.

3. Tuner and RF Stage

The tuner section utilizes a specialized RF front-end capable of RDS (Radio Data System) decoding. This allows

the unit to display station names and traffic announcements. The antenna input is phantom-powered in many PSA

applications, meaning the head unit sends a 12V signal up the coaxial cable to power a remote antenna amplifier

located in the vehicle's roof base.

Detailed Pinout and Connectivity: The Quadlock Connector

The PSA RD4 uses the Fakra/Quadlock connector standard. Understanding the pinout is vital for adding AUX 1 or 

AUX 2 inputs or integrating Bluetooth modules.



Connector Block Pin Number Function Technical Specification

Part A (Power/CAN) 9 CAN High Digital Communication

Part A (Power/CAN) 10 CAN Low Digital Communication

Part A (Power/CAN) 12 Ground Chassis Earth

Part A (Power/CAN) 15 Permanent +12V Battery Supply

Part B (Audio In) 4 AUX 1 Right Low-level Analog In

Part B (Audio In) 10 AUX 1 Left Low-level Analog In

Part B (Audio In) 11 AUX 1 Ground Audio Shield

Part C (CD Changer) 1-12 External CDC Data and Audio

Implementing AUX and Bluetooth Integration

Many users seek to connect AUX to Blaupunkt RD4 N1/N2systems to stream music from modern smartphones.

The process involves two distinct steps: hardware installation and software activation.

•  Hardware Installation: An adapter cable must be pinned into Part B of the Quadlock connector. For high-

fidelity audio, shielded cables are mandatory to prevent alternator whine and EMI from the vehicle's electrical 

system.

•  Bluetooth Upgrading: Modern 12V Bluetooth modules can be spliced into the AUX input lines. These modules 

require a switched power source, often tapped from the cigarette lighter or the RD4’s own 12V out (Pin 11 of Part 

A), though care must be taken regarding current draw limits.

Software Configuration via Lexia and Diagbox

Unlike older car stereos, simply plugging in an AUX cable to an RD4 will not make it functional. The unit’s firmware 

must be told that an auxiliary source is present. This requires the Lexia 3 or Diagbox software, the dealer-level

diagnostic tool for PSA vehicles.

The Telecoding Procedure

1.  Connect the VCI (Vehicle Communication Interface) to the OBD-II port.

2.  Navigate to the "Audio System" or "Telematic ECU" section in Diagbox.

3.  Select "Configuration" or "Telecoding."

4.  Locate the parameters for "Auxiliary Input 1" and "Auxiliary Input 2."

5.  Change the status from "None" to "Conventional Audio" or "Active."

6.  Confirm the telecoding to write the changes to the EEPROM of the RD4.

Without this step, the "Source" button on the head unit will simply skip over the AUX input, as the system logic

believes the ports are unoccupied.

Troubleshooting Common Failure Modes

As these units age, several recurring issues have been identified by the technical community. Efficient 



troubleshooting requires a systematic approach based on the service manual and circuit diagrams.

1. The "Silence" Issue: No Audio Output

If the display functions correctly but there is no sound, the fault often lies in the Mute logic circuitor the internal

power amplifier IC. Using an oscilloscope, a technician should check for signal presence at the input pins of the

amplifier IC. If the signal is present but the output is dead, the IC has likely failed due to thermal fatigue or a short-

circuit in the vehicle’s speaker wiring.

2. EPROM Corruption and Radio Codes

While most RD4 units are VIN-coded (meaning they are electronically paired to the vehicle), some older or 

aftermarket-variant Blaupunkt units require a 4-digit Radio Code. If the unit beeps constantly, it indicates a VIN

mismatch. This is a security feature to prevent theft. Resolving this requires using Diagbox to "re-pair" the VIN

stored in the radio's memory with the BSI (Built-in Systems Interface) of the car.

3. CD Eject and Read Errors

The mechanical CD drive in the RD4 LEVEL2 MP3system is prone to dust accumulation on the laser lens.

Cleaning the lens with isopropyl alcohol is a temporary fix, but if the spindle motor fails, the unit will display a "CD

Error" message. In many cases, it is more cost-effective to bypass the CD player entirely using a Bluetooth

interface than to repair the mechanical drive.

Practical Comparison: RD4 Variants and Successors

For those considering a replacement or upgrade, the following table summarizes the technical capabilities of the

various units found in Peugeot/Citroën vehicles.



Feature RD4 Level 1 RD4 Level 2 (MP3) RD45

MP3 Playback No Yes (Most versions) Yes

Native Bluetooth No No (External Only) Yes (Integrated)

Native USB No No (External Only) Yes (Integrated)

CAN Protocol CAN 2004/2010 CAN 2004/2010 CAN 2010

DAB Support No Some (RD4 DAB) Yes (DAB+)

Advanced Calibration: Tuning and Manual Settings

The RD4 offers deeper settings than the standard Bass/Treble adjustments. Accessing the Technical Menu(often

by holding the 'Menu' or 'Music' button) allows for the adjustment of speed-dependent volume control. This feature

uses the vehicle speed signal from the CAN-bus to increase the volume as the car accelerates, compensating for

wind and road noise.

Manual Radio Tuning

While the "Auto-Search" function is standard, manual tuningis necessary for weak signals or when setting up FM

transmitters. By pressing the 'DISP' or 'SOURCE' buttons (depending on the firmware version) for 2 seconds until

"MANUAL" appears, the user gains granular control over the frequency bands, allowing for precise 0.1 MHz

increments.

Broader Implications for Automotive Electronics Preservation

The study of the Blaupunkt PSA RD4 system highlights the shift from modular, standalone electronics to integrated, 

networked systems in the automotive industry. For the modern technician, the challenge is no longer just soldering 

components but navigating the intersection of hardware logic and software configuration. As these vehicles 

transition into the realm of "modern classics," maintaining the original infotainment system becomes a matter of 

preserving the vehicle's functional integrity. By utilizing the service manuals, circuit diagrams, and diagnostic

procedures outlined in this guide, professionals can ensure these units continue to provide high-quality audio and

vehicle integration for years to come. The transition from the RD4 to the RD45 and beyond represents a clear

trajectory toward the highly complex, multi-functional telematics units seen in electric and autonomous vehicles

today, making the RD4 an essential case study in the evolution of car audio technology.
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