
ANCIENT SYSTEMS TECHNICAL ASTROLOGY

The Technical Architecture of Chinese Astrology: A 
Comprehensive Guide to the Sexagenary Cycle and BaZi 
Analysis
Published: March 19, 2025  |  Index ID: #845

Chinese astrology is not merely a method of divination but a sophisticated chronometric system rooted in ancient 

Chinese philosophy, mathematics, and astronomy. Unlike Western astrology, which is based on the solar calendar 

and the tropical zodiac, the Chinese system utilizes a lunisolar calendar and the Sexagenary Cycle (G��ç¦•+). This 

system integrates astronomical observations with the philosophical frameworks of Yin and Yang  and the W�GŽÖæp 

(Five Elements). This technical analysis explores the foundational mechanics, mathematical structures, and 

practical applications of Chinese astrology, providing a professional-grade overview of the Four Pillars of Destiny

(BaZi).

The Foundational Framework of Chinese Chronometry

At the core of Chinese astrology lies the Lunisolar Calendar. This system synchronizes the lunar month (the time 

between new moons) with the solar year (the time it takes for the Earth to orbit the Sun). To maintain this 

synchronization, an intercalary month (leap month) is added approximately every three years. However, for 

astrological purposes, especially in the BaZi system, the Solar Calendar(Hsiá calendar) is the primary reference,

as it tracks the movement of the sun through the twenty-four solar terms (Jiéqì).

The Sexagenary Cycle (G��ç¦•+)

The Sexagenary Cycle is a mathematical combination of two sets of variables: the Ten Heavenly Stems (Ti��æq�n) 

and the Twelve Earthly Branches(Dìzh�²’à This results in a 60-unit cycle used to track years, months, days, and

hours. The mathematical calculation of the cycle follows a Least Common Multiple (LCM) logic where the stems

and branches rotate sequentially.

•  Ten Heavenly Stems: Representing the Five Elements in their Yin and Yang aspects (Wood, Fire, Earth, 

Metal, Water).

•  Twelve Earthly Branches: Representing the twelve zodiac animals, which also correspond to specific 

directions, seasons, and hours of the day.

The 60-year cycle (Liùshí Hu��¦‘Î) ensures that a specific combination, such as the Wood Dragon (Ji�æ0hén), only

occurs once every sixty years. This provides a unique energetic signature for each unit of time.

The W�GŽÖær�„f—fR�VÆVÖVçG2’�7—7FVÐ

The W�GŽÖæpis a conceptual scheme used to explain a wide array of phenomena. In astrology, these elements are

not static substances but dynamic processes or phases of energy. The interaction between these elements

determines the "harmony" or "clash" within a person's astrological chart.

Interaction Cycles: Generating and Overcoming

Understanding the mathematical and energetic relationship between elements is crucial for accurate technical

analysis. These relationships are categorized into two primary cycles:



Element Phase Generating Cycle (Sh�6ær• Overcoming Cycle (Kè)

Wood Feeds Fire Parts Earth

Fire Creates Earth (Ashes) Melts Metal

Earth Bears Metal Absorbs/Dams Water

Metal Enriches Water Cuts Wood

Water Nourishes Wood Extinguishes Fire

In technical chart reading, a Senior Technical Writer must note that the balance of these elements within a

specific time-stamp determines the "strength" of the individual's core element (the Day Master).

Detailed Analysis of the Twelve Earthly Branches

The Earthly Branches are more complex than their animal namesakes suggest. Each branch contains "Hidden 

Stems," which are secondary elements that influence the primary energy of the branch. This layering is what allows 

for the depth of BaZi analysis.



Branch Zodiac Animal Season Fixed Element Time Period

Z�� Rat Winter Yang Water 23:00 - 01:00

Ch�'P Ox Winter/Spring Yin Earth 01:00 - 03:00

Yín Tiger Spring Yang Wood 03:00 - 05:00

M�æð Rabbit Spring Yin Wood 05:00 - 07:00

Chén Dragon Spring/Summer Yang Earth 07:00 - 09:00

Sì Snake Summer Yin Fire 09:00 - 11:00

W�@ Horse Summer Yang Fire 11:00 - 13:00

Wèi Goat Summer/Autumn Yin Earth 13:00 - 15:00

Sh�6à Monkey Autumn Yang Metal 15:00 - 17:00

Y�'P Rooster Autumn Yin Metal 17:00 - 19:00

X�° Dog Autumn/Winter Yang Earth 19:00 - 21:00

Hài Pig Winter Yin Water 21:00 - 23:00

The Concept of Trines and Clashes

Branches interact through complex geometric relationships. The Three Harmonies (S��æŽ’• are groups of three 

animals that, when combined, produce a powerful elemental output. Conversely, Six Clashes (Liùch�Öær•represent

direct oppositions (180 degrees apart on the compass) that usually signify turbulence or significant change.

The Four Pillars of Destiny (BaZi) Methodology

The Four Pillars (BaZi) is the technical name for the personalized Chinese astrological chart. It is calculated based 

on the year, month, day, and hour of birth. Each of these four variables consists of one Heavenly Stem and one 

Earthly Branch, totaling eight characters (hence the name Ba for eight and Zi for characters).

Step-by-Step Technical Calculation

1.  The Year Pillar: Represents the individual's external environment, heritage, and public persona. It is 

calculated using the 60-year cycle.

2.  The Month Pillar: Represents the season of birth and is the most influential pillar regarding the strength of 

the elements. It dictates the "Month Command."

3.  The Day Pillar (Day Master): The Heavenly Stem of the Day Pillar represents the individual themselves. All 

other pillars are analyzed in relation to this Stem.

4.  The Hour Pillar: Represents the "secret" self, children, and late-life outcomes. This requires precise solar 

time adjustment (Local Mean Time) to be accurate.

The Mathematical Importance of the Day Master

The strength of the Day Master is calculated by comparing its element to the Season of Birth (the Month Branch). A



Wood Day Master born in Spring (Wood Season) is considered "Strong," whereas a Wood Day Master born in

Autumn (Metal Season) is considered "Weak" because Metal overcomes Wood. The goal of the analyst is to

identify "Useful Gods" (Yòngshén)—elements that can bring the chart back into balance.

Case Study: The 2024 Wood Dragon (Ji�æ0hén)

As mentioned in current technical studies and technical data, 2024 is the year of the Ji�æ0hén (Wood Dragon). This 

specific combination involves the Heavenly Stem Ji�à (Yang Wood) and the Earthly Branch Chén(Yang Earth

Dragon).

Technical Breakdown of Ji�æ0hén:

•  Stem (Ji�â“  Represents a sturdy tree, leadership, and upward growth.

•  Branch (Chén): A complex Earth branch containing hidden stems of Water and Wood. It is often referred to as 

a "wet earth" reservoir.

•  Interaction: In the overcoming cycle, Wood parts Earth. This suggests a year where structural growth (Wood) 

challenges established foundations (Earth).

From a technical standpoint, this year favors innovation but warns of potential geological or structural instabilities.

Professionals utilizing this data in field applications (such as investment planning or personal development) look for

how the Ji�æ6Ž–â�VæW&w’�–çFW acts with their personal Day Master.

Practical Implementation: Integration with Feng Shui

Chinese astrology does not exist in a vacuum; it is deeply integrated with Feng Shui (Geomancy). While BaZi 

analyzes time (T'ien), Feng Shui analyzes space (Ti). The connection point is the Flying Star (Xuán K�Öær• system.

Integrating Time and Space

1.  Identify the Annual Star: Each year, specific energetic "stars" occupy different sectors of a property. For 

example, in the year of the Wood Dragon, certain directions may be affected by the Three Killings (S��ç6Ž�’�÷"�F†R�

Grand Duke Jupiter (Tàisuì).

2.  Calculate Personal Triggers: If an individual's BaZi chart shows a clash with the Dragon, they are advised to 

avoid renovations in the Southeast sector (the direction of the Dragon) to prevent activating negative energy.

3.  Remediation: Applying the W�GŽÖær�F†V÷ y, if a sector has an excess of "Metal" energy, an analyst might 

recommend "Water" elements (colors or materials) to drain the Metal and restore balance.

Literature Review: Traditional vs. Modern Technical Analysis

The provided data highlights several key authors and texts that have shaped the contemporary understanding of

this field. It is important for a Technical Writer to differentiate between these sources:

•  Kwok Man-Ho: Known for academic translations of traditional texts, focusing on the historical and cultural rigor 

of the discipline.

•  Marites Allen & Ludovica Squirru: Modern practitioners who specialize in the application of annual 

horoscopes. Squirru, in particular, is noted for her visionary style, merging traditional Chinese concepts with 

Western psychological archetypes.

•  Ancient Manuals: Texts like the Yuán H�æ’�¡Ð Píng remain the gold standard for technical BaZi, providing the 

algorithmic formulas used for calculating the strength of the Ten Gods (Shí Shén).

Troubleshooting and Common Errors in Astrological Analysis



Technical accuracy in Chinese astrology is often compromised by common errors in data processing. Practitioners

must account for the following:

1. Failure to Adjust for Solar Time

Most people use clock time (Standard Time), which is a human construct. Astrology requires True Solar Time . This

involves adjusting the birth time based on the longitude of the birth location and applying the Equation of Time. A

15-minute error can shift the Hour Pillar, leading to a completely incorrect chart analysis.

2. The Intercalary Month Ambiguity

In the lunar system, when a leap month occurs, there is technical debate on which month's energy dominates. Most 

technical systems (like Zi Wei Dou Shu) have specific rules for split-month calculations, while BaZi relies on the

Solar Terms (Jiéqì), bypassing this issue.

3. Misidentifying the Day Master Strength

Many amateur analysts look only at the number of elements (e.g., "I have three Waters, so I am a strong Water 

person"). A senior technical analysis requires evaluating the quality and seasonalityof those elements. One

Water element born in the Winter is significantly more powerful than three Water elements born in the Summer.

Technical Synthesis

The study of Chinese astrology is an exercise in pattern recognition and systemic analysis. By viewing the universe

as a series of interconnected cycles (The Sexagenary Cycle) and energy phases (W�GŽÖær’À the system provides a

robust framework for understanding temporal trends and individual potential. Whether used for historical study,

personal planning, or architectural alignment through Feng Shui, the technical depth of this ancient discipline

remains relevant in modern data-driven contexts.

As we navigate the Wood Dragonera of 2024 and beyond, the integration of these technical principles allows for a

more nuanced approach to risk management and strategic planning. By moving beyond the "animal signs" and into

the mechanics of Stems, Branches, and Hidden Elements, one gains access to a thousands-year-old tradition of

systemic engineering and philosophical insight.
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