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The telc Deutsch A2:B1 examination represents a critical milestone for non-native speakers seeking to validate
their German language proficiency within the framework of the Common European Framework of Reference for
Languages (CEFR). Unlike fixed-level examinations, the telc A2-B1 is a scaled examination(skaliertes Format),
designed to assess a candidate's abilities across two distinct proficiency tiers simultaneously. This dual-level
approach provides a nuanced evaluation of a learner's communicative competence, offering a safety net for those
who may not yet reach the Bl threshold while rewarding those who have mastered the necessary linguistic
complexities.

1. Theoretical Framework: Understanding the CEFR Scaled Methodology

The core philosophy of the telc A2-B1 exam is rooted in the functional use of language. Rather than focusing solely
on grammatical perfection, the exam prioritizes the candidate's ability to navigate real-world situations in both
professional and private contexts. The CEFR levels targeted by this exam are defined as follows:

e Level A2 (Waystage): The ability to understand frequently used expressions related to areas of most
immediate relevance (e.g., basic personal and family information, shopping, local geography, employment).
Communication is limited to simple and routine tasks requiring a direct exchange of information.

e Level B1 (Threshold): The ability to understand the main points of clear standard input on familiar matters
regularly encountered in work, school, and leisure. Candidates can deal with most situations likely to arise while
traveling in an area where the language is spoken and can produce simple connected text on topics that are
familiar or of personal interest.

The technical advantage of a scaled test is its psychometric efficiency. By utilizing items of varying difficulty, the
exam can accurately place a candidate on a spectrum. If a candidate achieves a specific score threshold in the
receptive and productive skills, they are awarded a Bl certificate; if they fall short but meet the secondary
threshold, they receive an A2 certificate.

2. Technical Architecture of the Examination

The telc Deutsch A2:B1 examination is divided into two primary phases: the Written Examination and the Oral
Examination. The total duration of the written portion is approximately 125 minutes, followed by a 15-minute oral
assessment. The exam structure is meticulously engineered to test four key competencies: Reading, Listening,
Writing, and Speaking, alongside a dedicated section for Language Elements (vocabulary and grammar).

2.1 The Written Examination Subtests

The written portion is a continuous session where candidates must manage their time across several modules. The
subtests are weighted to ensure a balanced assessment of the candidate's "Receptive" and "Productive" skills.



Subtest Task Type Duration Focus Area

Reading (Leseverstehen) Matching, Multiple Choice, 45 Minutes Global, selective, and
True/False detailed comprehension.
Language Elements Multiple Choice (Cloze Test) Included in Reading Grammatical accuracy and
(Sprachbausteine) lexical range.
Listening (Horverstehen) Identifying key info, True/ approx. 25 Minutes Understanding
False announcements,

dialogues, and reports.

Writing (Schriftlicher Functional writing (Email/ 30 Minutes Communicative task
Ausdruck) Letter) fulfillment and text
coherence.

2.2 The Oral Examination Subtests

The oral exam is typically conducted in pairs (two candidates and two examiners). This format encourages
interactional competence, a core requirement of the B1 level. Candidates are given 15 minutes of preparation
time before the 15-minute exam.

« Part 1: Presentation (Uber sich sprechen): Candidates introduce themselves or a specific topic, demonstrating
their ability to speak at length.

 Part 2: Discussion (Uber ein Thema sprechen): A dialogue based on a provided text or image, testing the
ability to exchange opinions.

e Part 3: Problem Solving (Gemeinsam etwas planen): A task where candidates must collaborate to organize
an event or solve a logistical problem.

3. Scoring Mechanics and Algorithmic Evaluation

The scoring of the telc A2-B1 is not a simple cumulative total. Instead, it employs a composite scoring modelto
determine the final CEFR level. To be awarded a B1 certificate, a candidate must demonstrate B1-level proficiency
in both the receptive and productive domains.

3.1 The Weighted Scoring Formula

The total points are distributed across the subtests, with the oral exam carrying significant weight due to its focus
on active communication. The evaluation uses the following logic:

1. Oral Performance: Must reach the B1 threshold (usually 75% or higher) to qualify for an overall B1 certificate.

2. Written Performance: A combination of Listening/Reading and Writing is assessed. If the oral exam is B1, but
the written results are split (e.g., Reading is A2 but Writing is B1), the candidate may still receive a B1 certificate
depending on the specific point distribution.

The following table illustrates the point distribution required for the different levels:



Section Max Points B1Threshold A2 Threshold

Reading &amp; Language 45 33+ 20-32
Elements

Listening 20 15+ 10-14
Writing 20 15+ 7-14
Speaking 100 75+ 35-74

4. Core Mechanics of the "Language Elements" Section

The Sprachbausteinesection is often considered the most technically challenging part of the written exam. It
requires a deep understanding of German syntax and morphology. Candidates must choose the correct
grammatical form or vocabulary word to fill gaps in a text. Key linguistic features tested include:

¢ Verbal Syntax: Position of the verb in main vs. subordinate clauses (weil, dass, obwohl).

¢ Declension: Correct usage of Nominative, Accusative, and Dative cases for articles and adjectives.

* Prepositions: Mastery of two-way prepositions (Wechselprapositionen) and those requiring specific cases (zu
+ Dative, fUr + Accusative).

e Connectors: Logical linkers such as "deshalb," "trotzdem," and "entweder...oder."

5. Practical Implementation: A Step-by-Step Preparation Field Guide

Achieving a B1 result requires a structured approach to preparation that goes beyond mere vocabulary
memorization. The following procedural guide outlines a 12-week preparation strategy for the telc A2-B1 exam.

Step 1. Baseline Assessment

Before beginning, candidates should take a Model Test (Modellsatz)under timed conditions. This establishes a
baseline for current proficiency and identifies which subtest (e.g., Listening vs. Language Elements) requires the
most intensive intervention.

Step 2: Receptive Skill Expansion

Candidates should engage with authentic German media. At the B1 level, this includes news podcasts (e.g.,
Langsam gesprochene Nachrichten), local newspapers, and instructional manuals. The goal is to move from
understanding individual words to grasping contextual nuances.

Step 3: Systematic Writing Drills

The writing task in telc A2-B1 usually involves responding to an email or letter. Technical writing skills required
include:

e Salutations and Closings: Proper formal (Sehr geehrte Damen und Herren) vs. informal (Liebe/r...) headers.

e Structure: Ensuring the text has an introduction, a body addressing all four prompts provided in the task, and
a conclusion.

e Cohesion: Using transitional phrases to link ideas.

Step 4: Simulation of the Oral Examination

The oral exam is as much about social protocolas it is about language. Candidates must practice taking turns,



asking for clarification ("Konnten Sie das bitte wiederholen?"), and politely disagreeing with their partner. In Part 3
(Problem Solving), the technical focus is on negotiation: proposing a solution, justifying it, and reaching a
compromise.

6. Case Studies and Troubleshooting Common Failure Modes

Analyzing typical candidate errors provides insight into the rigorous standards of the telc evaluators. Below are
common failure modes and their technical solutions.

Case Study A: The "Silent Partner" in the Oral Exam

Scenario: A candidate has excellent grammar and vocabulary but fails to engage with their partner during the Part
3 planning task.Failure Mode: Lack of interactional competence. The candidate produces a monologue instead of
a dialogue.Solution: Focus on Question-Response loops. After making a suggestion, always ask: "Was haltst du
davon?" (What do you think of that?). Interaction is a graded metric in telc examinations.

Case Study B: Time Exhaustion in Reading

Scenario: A candidate spends too much time on the first Reading task and has to guess on the Language
Elements section.Failure Mode: Inefficient scanning and skimming techniques. The candidate is reading every
word instead of looking for keywords.Solution: Implement Selective Reading. Read the questions beforethe  text
to identify exactly what information is needed (dates, names, specific opinions).

Case Study C: The "B1 Writing Gap"

Scenario: A candidate produces a grammatically correct text but only addresses two of the four required points.
Failure Mode: Task incompletion. In the telc system, failing to address all prompts leads to a significant point
deduction, regardless of linguistic accuracy.Solution: Use the Checklist Method. Tick off each prompt on the
exam paper as it is incorporated into the written response.

7. Operational Logistics and Results Analysis

Registering for and attending the telc A2-B1 exam requires adherence to strict institutional protocols. Exams are
typically held at certified language schools or Sprachinstituts. Candidates must provide valid identification
(passport or national ID) and register at least 17 to 30 days in advance.

The results processing period typically spans 4 to 6 weeks. Upon completion, the candidate receives a certificate
that details their performance in each subtest. For many, this certificate is a "Rechtssicherer Nachweis" (legally
secure proof) of language level B1, which is a prerequisite for the Zertifikat Integrationskursand the process of
obtaining German citizenship or permanent residency (Niederlassungserlaubnis).

The telc Deutsch A2-B1 scaled format is a sophisticated instrument that accurately reflects a learner's functional
ability in the German language. By bridging the gap between basic communication (A2) and independent usage
(B1), it serves as a robust standard for educational and integration purposes. Success in this examination is not
merely a matter of linguistic knowledge but of strategic preparation, understanding the exam's technical
parameters, and the ability to apply language dynamically in diverse scenarios. As the landscape of European
migration and labor shifts, the role of standardized assessments like telc remains paramount in ensuring objective
and fair evaluation of language proficiency across borders.
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